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Just Not Making Crooks

Like They Used To,

Says

Scotland Yard Detective

By ROBERT MUSEL

LONDON (UF1)=Modern crim-
inals turn to viclence because they
ore too lazy or lack the lalent
to develop any skill al their jobs,
according to an old hand frem
Seolland Yard,

The gun, the bludgeon and the
fist, he noled, have lorgely re-
pluced the finesse thal many old-
lime lawbreakers used lo bring lo
their coshen profession.

Scotlond Yard does nol permit
ils famous investigators lo give
vul interviews where they can be
nquoted by nome, and this ope ol
fered his view with that under-
slanding.

“When did you last hear ol a
good pickpocket?” he asked, “'Be
fore the wur there “were signg

wherever crowds gathered warn: |

ing them to beware of pickpockels.
Today, it’s one of the rarer crimes.

“The reasons are obvious, It
takes years to develop the lech:
nigue of picking a pockel and stay-
ing out of jnil. Why bother when
yoii enn gel the wallet or wrist:
walch simply by fractoring the
victim's skull?"

Anoiher  infrequent  lype how-
adays is the bigtime confidence
man.

“Before the waor these fellows
would spend months setling up a
victim for a killing," the detective
said, "They were intelligent, glib,
ngreeable chaps of considerable
general knowledge. When Lhey
crammed for a specific job they
gol to know it inside oul.

“They would even bring conled-
erales over from Australia or the
United Stotes if the sucker — @

muharajoh or American million-
wire perbaps—needed the addition.
al persuasion they could provide.

“I must admit the post-war mil-
lionaire is apt to be less gullible
than wealthy men used to be, bul
even so it's so much easier for
the underworld to simply rob him
with or without vielence.

“The old-time con man would
consider it an affront to his pro-
ie al pride if he had 1o de-
seend to this level” -

Same other crimes, he said, hove
drapped [rom (ashion because they
are gutdated.

|m. of coins any more,” he said
“Simply isn't worth the effort to|
make shillings and hall-crowns,
considering the high cost of liv.
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Merill Roster
Set At 275

MERRILL — Willlam Kurlz,
pm:u;ml of Merrill Elementary
School, has announced that an
enrollment of 275 students is ex-
pected when school opens Wednes-
day, September 9. Two additional
classrooms have been added lo
accomimodate the increased en
rollment expected especially duor-
ing the harvest manths,

One of the new classrooms will
he used for music and visual and
widio education. Herelofore these
classes were held in the school
caletering

Approximalely 50 students will
| register for the lirst grade — an
lincrease of 15 children over last
year, For the first time, lwo [lirst
grodes  have been  established.
|First grade tenchers will be Mre
lwno Hill and Mrs. Margaret Me
Rnul!y

Also on the clementary leach-
ing staff are Mrs, Lucille Wesl,
second grade; Mrs, Janis Kafton,
third grade; Mrs. Don Crawlord,
fourth grade; Mrs, Marvin Ret-
terath, fifth grade; Mrs, Rose
Lee, sixth grade; and Don Crow-
ford and Jerry Groeneveld, sev
enth grade.

Mrs. Huth  Groeneveld,
school  teacher, will plso
seventh grode music

The valeteria will serve lunches
this year al the same price, 25
cents, Mrs, Ruby Fotheringham
is chiel cook with Mrs. Hertha
Bell os osssistant cook. Mrs, Es
ther Bowlshy also assists  with
culeteria dutles.

feont)

high
teach

principal of Peterson School.
His is one of 21 schools in

the county schoel system.

Caretaker and maintenance man
is Ernest Walts.
School will close on June 3.
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