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Day's News

By FRANK JENKINS

Aftermath of Roseburg:

Our lawmills grind i‘UI‘J.iIiII‘\lII\'.
Starting with the US. congress
and running down (through the
state legislatures, the Initiative
and referendum machinery and

. the city councils, they pour oul a
. steady stream of legisiation—soine
J‘n.l it good and a lot of i undi.

gested trash,
The lawbooks lﬁllue and swell
. Increasingly, stralning to contain
. the mass of stulf thal is erammed
into them.

Biil—
' Over all these years—
.. Nobody in,Oregon — or, ap-
+ parently in Washington or Cali-

. fornia—appears to have thought
of putting a simple and elfective
code of procedure lor transport-
ing necessary but DANGEROUS
explosives from their point ol
origin to their point of use with
a minimum of hazard to the pub-
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lic, and then ENACTING IT
INTO LAW,

So—

What happened at Hoseburg
happened.

The tragedy of it is that it
WOULDN'T HAVE HAPPENED ii
¢ over lhe years we had direcled

more thoyght and effort toward

sane and conslructive and FUN.
. DAMENTAL legislation and less
effort loward what might he
termed legisiative Muif and froth.

1t can't be argued thal the situ.
ation that resulted in the Roseburg
tragedy sneaked up on us without
warning.

1t DIDN'T.

A dozen years ago. in Texas,
there was a precisely similar
tragedy. In the harbor of Texas
City bhack in 1047, a ship loaded

©  with ammonium nitrate (as was
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the truck at Roseburg) exploded
and snuffed out hall a thousand
lives.

Hall a thousand lives might
have been snuffed out in busy
Roseburg if the explosion had oc¢-
curred at 2:80 p.m., with the
downtown area crowded with peo-
ple, instead of @t 2:30 a.m. wilh
the blisiness district practically
empty.

The Texas disaster slirred no
warning thoughts. It prompted no
gerious study of the dangers in-
herent in the transportation of
tricky explogives. Qur lawmills
wenl right on grinding out laws
. that could be done without and
¢ giving little thought to preventing
+ such things as the Texas City and
the Roseburg explosions.

The horse has been stolen.

= The pity of it is that the same
horse has been stolen TWICE. It

is highly probable that this time

. the barn door will be locked.
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Anyway, lel’s hope so,

Let's go farther than merely
hoping. Let's DEMAND (hat in
the future our lawmaking bodies
take care of first things FIRST.
The public safety certainly should
head the list of FIRST things.

Roseburg has been deall a siag-
gering blow. As this is written, the
loss is eslimated at ten million
dollars or more, That is a heavy
loss in a relatively small eity.

Businesswise, Roseburg will re-
ecover. lis people have courage
and enterprise. They have faith
in their city, which is the center
of a rich area. New buildings will
rise o take the place of those

that have been destroyed or dan-|%

gerously damsged. The new will
*. be beller than the old.
f Bul at least ten
& been lost.

Those lives can never be re-
placed.

iFrom Gas Area

*{ IOWA PARK, Tex. (AP)—More
| than 100 persons, evacuated from

lh a 15-block area when deadly an-

hydrous ammonia fumes filled

g.m area, returned lo their homes

'-.l Saturday after workmen drained a
Jouking 6,000-gallon tank.

. Police Chief Ross Chapman sald

alert was canceled when a

feam of firemen, civil defense

fached a line to the tank and
pumped the heavy liguelied gas
nlo & second tank nearby.

The leak was blamed on a hi
essure gauge which blew out.
. The tank adjoins the plant of
Bhe New lce Co. of nearby Wigh-
Falls, Tex. An official of the
firm, who declined lo give his
s llId the tank was filled

Pd.iu mrl they were unable to
immediately who owns the

workers and chemical workers at:|

Navy Developing
Overseas’ Radar

WASHINGTON (AP)—A mew ra-
dar device (o spy BCTOSS oceans
and give a quick report on ballis-
tie missile launchings Is being de-
veloped, the US. Navy says.

The radar also could be used as
one means ol uncovering sneak
{ests of nuclear weapons in vipla-
tion of any international agree-
nient

Dr. William J. Thaler of the Of
Ifice of Naval Research and *‘fa-

the warning lime."”

possible under the 115, system
now being built — in which to
launch counter-weapons. AMilitary
men FHgure it would lake about 30
minutes for a missile fired in the
Soviet Union to reach the United
States.

Thaler, 33, (aiked
about the project. Asked il the
Navy ‘had tlested the device
against  Soviet ICBM  tesling
launchings, he replied ‘'no com-
ment,""

Trials with the device which
he said is still in the early ''bread-
board” developmental stage, have
worked al whal amounlts lo inter-
continental ranges—5500 miles.

Thaler said the device is located
al an undisclosed place in conti-
nental United Stales and picked
up the ballistic missile-nuclear ex-
plosive fesis made lasi summer in
Project Argus in the Soulh Al-
lanlir and (he JDhI’IthIl

I newsmen

ther” of the new radar setup)
called Project Tepee, said Fri:
day night

tests in the Pacilic,
However, Lhe
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Guards Seal Off Downtown Roseburg

Last Count
Reveals 11
Fatalities

ROSEBURG
of lour-year-old Vir
kendall Friday

ginia Lee Kuy
night raised the

New York Times reported toll irom Roseburg's dis

sald Saturday that several siations astrous explosion to 11

are now in  operation, adding
“T'he number and localions
these stations are secrel.”

The Times story continued:

“Soviel missile and satellite fir-
ings have been monitored for the
last several months from ldcations
within the boundaries of the con
tinental United States."

The newspaper also said:

“The syslem can also determine

{the location of missile-launching
“1 would hope you could double|

sit s and can evaluale the per-

(formance of a rockel thousands of

This would mean that the Unit:|miles away.
ed States would have almost 30| already yielded
minutes instead of 15 minutes —|lines on the stale of the Soviel

Such information has
important guide

missile program.”™

If the detection equipment will
spot a missile within seconds or
brief minutes from the firing time
al a range of more than 5,000

miles, it would appear to be bel-|

ter than the Air Force's Baliistic
Missile Early Warning System
(BMEWS) now being built in the
fur north. That conventional al-
though long range radar sysiem is
designed [o delect missiles at dis-
tances of mboul 2,000 or 3,000
miles—alter they sre well on the
way loward largel.

The new device carries the name
of "high [requency ionospheric
bock scaller radar.”

It delects ionized gas, those par-
ticles of electrons which appear in
temperatures of thousands or mil-
lions of degrees after ‘a nuclear
explosion or in the exhausl trail
of rocket motors on ballistic mis-

1sland| siles,

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (APY,
—Paddle-wheeled Explorer VI, the
most  advanced American satel-
lite, orbited in a wide sweep
around the earth Saturday and cal-
lected scientific data that may
ease man's way inlo §pace.

The spheroid, sporting four pad-
dle vanes Irying to calch energy
{rom the sun, was launched Friday
al the missile lest cenler here. A
Thor-Able rocket, %0 feet long and
in:three stages, senl it aloll. *

Soaring 25,950 miles (rom earth
al ils highest point and, coming
152 miles above earth at ils low-
est, Lhe salellite had the longest
orhit of the six artificlal moons
now In space. IL also takes six
times as long as any other salel-
lite to make a trip around the
earth—12' hours.

Packed in the 142.pound salel-
lite was the most comprehensive
sclentific package ever orbited by
the United States. enough instru-
ments to perform 15 experiments,

The National Astronautics and
Space Administration in Washing-
ton, geiling reports on signals
transmitted by the salellite on
108.06 and 108.08 megacycles and
on an undisclosed high frequency,
reported that every instrument
tested was working perfectly.

Most of the experiments are de-
signed to provide vital informa-
tion for sending a man into space.
In summary, the instraments
would:

1. Measure the inlensity and

Paddle-Wheel Satellite
May Stay Up For Year

length ol the deadly radiation In
the Van-Allen belts thal hover
around the earth,

2. Demonstrate
four paddle vanes can convert
enough of the sun's rays into
electrical energy so that a luture
space ship could send radio mess.
ages [rom 20 lo 50 million miles
In apace,

3. Scan Lhe earth’s cloud cover
and transmit radio signals that
might' be converted into pictures
that could help weather forecast-
ing.

4. Measure the densily of mi-
eromeleorites or cosmic dust to
see how a space ship would hold
up under their bombardment.

5. Chart fhe earth's magnetic
field.

8, Study the behavior or radio
waves lo learn more aboul com-
munications far out in space,

Scientists expect Explorer VI
to orbit for more than a year,
Four of the other present artifi-

whether the

cial moons are American. The
sixth is Russia's Sputnik 111,
Moscow radio told the Soviet

people Friday night about the suc-
cessful launching by carrying an
official announcement from Wash-
ington without comment.

NASA sald that because of the
complex nalure of the long erbit
it was not possible to provide im-
mediately. a list of the couniries
over which the satellite would

pass al speciflic times.

The little givl, daughter of AMr |
of | and Mrs

Alvin Kuykendall. diid|
| from burns and other injuries sul
fered when the Kuykendall house|
was demolished by the explosmn
of & dynamite-laden (ruck.

The bodies of nine persons were |
recovered. Four bodies were not |
identified,

Those missing and presumed
dead were:

Willlam €. Unrath, about 43,
volunieer flireman.

Donald DeSues, 32! police offi
Cer.

Martin Lusk.

Eva McDonald.

Wayne Townsend.

Known dead were:

Dennis Tandy, 18,

Richard Knight, 20,
Harry Carmichael, aboul 50,

Roy McFariand, '

Bonnle Lee Berg, 19.

Virginia Lee Kuykendall, 4.

Seeks Legislation

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sen. Richard Neuberger (D-Ore)
Saturday urged passage of a bill
that would tighten contrals on the
shipment of explosives across stale
lines.

In a telegram o the Associaled
Press, Neuberger said the disas.
trous explosion of a truck carry-
ing explosives al Roseburg Friday
“emphasized the urgent need for
such legislation."”

The Magnuson Bill, Neuberger
__|said, 'would give lhe Interstate
~ |Commerce Commission increased
authority over movement of ex-
plosive cargoes by all types of
carriers.

In addition, the bill would stil-
fen regulations on shipments of

radio-active materials and live
Viruses.

Hutfield_lhturns

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Mark Hatfield was rushing
back to Oregon Saturday to inspect
personally the damage caused by
Friday's disasirous blast and fire
in Roseburg.

En route home from the Nation-
al Governors Conference in Puer-
lo Rico, Hatfield stayed overnight
al Denver Friday night and ls-
sued this statement:

“To the families of those who
have sulfered this (ragic loss,
may 1 extend deepest sympathy.
I have been in touch with develop
ments and the responsible lorces
which have moved into the situa-
tion, I have every confidence in
those who are in charge."

Acting Gov. Walter Pearson vis.
ited Roseburg [ollowing the blast,
and at first said he would ask the
President to declare it a disaster
area.

Later, though, Pearson said he
had changed his mind because
“the agencies of the city, county
and stale government and the
Red Cross have done such a tre-
mendous job in getting the disas.
ter under control."

Hit 350 Buildings

ROSEBURG i — A prelimin-
ary count showed 350 buildings
damaged here in Friday's explo-

(Coniinued on Page 4.A)

lives have| §8

Fair, August 28, 29, and 30,

MISS MODOC COUNTY FAIR quesn, center, is Roberta Bowman of Alturas. She is thown
with her two attendants, Jan Hofeldt, left, and Sandra Fountain, both of Alturas, As
Tun. Miss Bowman will represent Medec County in the Maid of Califernia contast
this month, while har attendants will reign as queen-for-a-day during the Modoc County

— Picture by Medoc Record
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A HUGE C| is all ihnl

with explosive material blew up in downtown Roseburg
sarly Friday. Newsman stand on the crater's edge, top
photo. An unidentified woman, below, examines rubble in
the straet in front of what ance was an automobile agency.
Some |arg-r huﬂdmgc disappeared.completely.

ramains whars a bruck loaded

— AP eruphnfos

NEW YORK (AP)—=Bame Gl
are In for & good “‘eut’ Il (hHey
own cerlaln  ancient ' Samurai
swords, considered by“Japan to' be
national treasures, -

The Japantse Artistic ' Sword
Preservation Assn. has launched
a8 Ireasure hunt for 42 of (he
fierce-looking, wo-handed hindes

believed  brought honie by Ameri-

FOREST FIRE
DANGER TODAY'

KEEP OREGON GREEN

‘Weather

FORECAST—Klamath Falls and
vicinlty: Mostly falr through (o.
day with variable high cloudiness,
Some chance of evening (hunder-
storms in mountains. High B8:53;
low 58483,

High Saturday ”
Low last might 3
Norihern California — Partly

today and tonight. Slighily eooler.

cloudy and a few thunderstorms|

Japan Offers Suitable Gift
For Ceremonial Swords

can servicemen afler World War
11, The 42 are among an estimated
350,000 carled home by the men,

Junzo Salo, 'representative-of the
association, sald: Friday ‘he was
prepared  to present “‘suitable
gifts" lo any one returning a val
uable Samural sword. The most
treasured blades, the ones being
sought, date back to the 1lth and
12th centuries.

The value of (He swords depends
on the name of the sword maker,
which is inscribed on the 30<nch
blade, or the name of the family
to which it belongs, Sato sald,

During the war the swords were
turned out by (he thousands, and
Sato sald he was not interested in
these. But the blade, he noted, has
played an important part in the
lives of Japan's military caste f[or
centuries,

Sato said the Japanese consu-
late general here will receive re-

turned  swords and delermine
whether they are the treasured
ones,

Finding 42 swords among n
batch of a third of a million is
somewhal like looking for a noedle
in & haystack, Sato said. And he
added wryly: “Theére are more
Samurai swords in the United
Stales than there are in Japan."

."%*" :

Young Widow
Saw Him Try
To Move Truck

ROSEBURG, Ore, (AP)—Mrs,
Dennis Tandy, a young housewife,
told Saturday how her 18-year-old
husband died in a disastrous ex-
plosion which killed al least 10
others and wrecked a large area
ol Roseburg's business districl.

Mrs, Tandy said her husband

was (he first to discover s fire
In trash cans outside the Gerrets
sen Bullding Supply Co. shortly
alter midnight Friday,
They ‘were on their wav home
from a wisit wilh Mrs. Tandy's
mather. Tandy stopped the car
and gol out to put out the fire,
telling his wife to call the fire
department.

She drove Lo a nearby all-night
[illing station o Wirn in the alarm
and drove back to help her hus

Exp losion
Injures 100
In Wide Arc

| ROSEBURG, Ore, (AP)—Eight

business hlocks of this Southern

}thu.un city, seared and shattered

when a truck load of explosives
hlew up like & bomb, were sealed
oll by the National Guard Saturday
while searchers sought more viec-
tims

At least 11 persons were killed
early Friday when the ' tons of
dynamite and other explogives
detonated alter {ire spread to the
parked truck from a nearby build-
ing blaze.

Coroner C, H. Babbiit said he
was certain that there were other
denths, e soid ashes, believed to
be the remains of humans, were
found in a charred rooming house
near the blast scene. The ashes
ure being sent to a laboratory for
testing,

Some 100" persons were injured
by the blast, 52 of them requiring
hospital treatment.

The explosion, which eyewit-
nesses said sent a column of Name
hundrods  of feel into the air,
calsed exlensive damage to an
elght block section on the edge of
the main business district. Bulld-
ings in some 22 blocks around the
biast scene were damaged to a
lesser extent, Firemen sald they
had reports of windows being
hroken as [ar away &8s seven
miles.

Arlo Jacklin, mayor of this elly
of 12,200, said properly damage
would probably total 10 lo 12 mil-
lion dollars.

The truck, loaded with Lwa tons
of stick dynamile and 4'3 tons of
the explosive mixture of am-
monium niteate and ol had been
parked near the Gerrelsen. Build-
ing Supply Co. building for: the
night by ils driver, George Ruth.
erford, 47, of Chehalis, Wash.

1L is belioved that a fire started
in trash cans and then spread (o
the Gerrelsen structure. Firemen
were [ighting the fire — which

band,

"1 drove around the block, past|:
the building, The last tipe 1 saw

hand and was trying to break In-
te a truck, apparently in an al-
lempl o move it

She Lhen drove o a nearby
parking lot. As she turned to look
back, the six tons of explosive in
another truck blew up with a roar

Power lines fell around her and
sparks flew lor several minutes.
After the wires stopped sparking.
ghe leaped out of the car and ran
lo some police who had driven
U,

She was driven to her mother's
home. Later in the day Mrs.
Tandy, who is pregnant, called
the hospital: to volunieerher help
for the injured.

Another eyewilness was Sam
Gosso, a city’ policeman. He sald
he went to the scene of the fire.
“This looked just Uke a minor
alarm, just spme rubbish along
side the bullding, I no soaner
stopped . out' of the car than 1
heard someone holler, ‘get the
hell out of here, that dynumite
Is going lo blow." The next thing
I knew, 1 came lo about a hun-
dred [eel away, The blast had
hurled me and the police car
against & wall. . . . There was
o lowering hall of flame as high
as I could see™

my husband he had an axe in his

spread quickly~when at 1:18 a.m,

the iruck blew up' with a deafen-
ing roar.
Rulh@rlnrd said.

sirens nnd -

trucks It exploded

a block away. He was thrown to
the ground. Gerald Butler, a Eu-
gene, Ore,, insurance man who

came to Rutherford's ald, said
Rutherford screamed *'Let me go.
Let me go. I've got Lo go down
there and sec how many people
I've killed."

The blast scattered embers over
a wide area and a number of
sinaller (ires were started. =
The known dead all lived h
Roseburg.

Mayor Jacklin, surveying
tragedy ‘that struck his city, s
“It's going 'lo be & long time
fore we even lhlnk of
We've got a lét of
condemn’ yet."

Radio ‘Hams’
Opened Link
To Roseburg

Ham operators huvlu l"Cc -
censes at Klamath Falls have been
In conslant communication with

RED CROSS APPEAL

The Klamalh Basin Chapler
of the Red Cross iswued an ap-
peal Salurday for funds lo aid
Roseburg  disaster vietims,

Virginia Dixon, chapler ex-
ecullve secrelary, sald money
Is needed lo assist the '‘long
term rehabililation problem'
at Rosehurg.

Chapier offices. are in the
Kiamath Conniy Library bulid-
Iu on Third Sireel.

Rosetiurg ham rodio operators ever
since the disastrous axplosion snd
fire which otcurred early Friday
marning at Roscburg.

Through this facility, several
persons have received quick infor-
mation about family, friénds and
business connections in that strick-
0 community.

Joe Searles, Klamath Cnu.nn
Civil Defense director, reports an
incident which oceurred Friday
forenoon. Mes. R. B, Hix, 729 Cook

{Conlinued on Page &A)

two to three million dollar year-
aroumd  hotel-resort-ski  develop-
ment on the slopes of Mt Shisla
were disclpsed by one of its three
promoters who prefers to wilh-
hold his name [or the time being.
The man said in a (telephone
conversation work will begin this

- |fall on the sile five miles out of

Mount Shasta City on Everitt Me-
morial Highway, the single road

L | leading to the big and MNashy new

Mt Shasta Ski Bawl.
The men, who alsa control
Snowman's Hill ski srea a lew
miles out of Mouni Shasta on the
summit ol the Mt Shasta-
McCloud Road say they are going
toe move f(acilities lrom (here 1o
the new site,

Snowman's Hill contajns n rupn
low and a more hi

with drilts or during slorms.

The ski development will be
ready for action when snow fliss
this fall, the men said, The lodge,
a 200.room, three-slory structure,
however, will nol be completed
before the fall of 1960, Dormitor:
ies will be added laler.

The lodge will be bulll on a 28
acte site acquired st McBride
Springs by Audrey C. Handley,
Mount Shasta aulomobile dealer,
and Ray Chinca, proprietor of the
Velerans Club, a Mounl Shasla
Lavern

The area will include a swim.
ming pool, skaling rink, and poss
sibly a trap and skeet-shooting
range. In addition, plans are be-
ing  roughed to offer charter
flights anywhere in the nation and

“Lbar* lift. With them, the pru~
molers hope o draw skiing trade

od | airline tions with any point
in the world. Evenlually, the
firm, which will probably contract

the flying, plans ‘Lo acquire at
least one leu-enﬂne pea type
alretalt.

Plans also include pack: trips by
plane and horse to all Northern
California points. The lodge will
house a "haul brau™ type resiau-
rant; too,

Rumors, when newa of the de-
velopment fiest was hinted by a
southern Siskiyou County newspa-
per, indicated that the lrio plans
o buld & tramway from Mc
Bride Springs to the ski bowl to
beal  weather  that  sometimes
pounds flerociously on: the moun-
Linn's slopes,

The men, however, declined to
'donfirm (he report. Moy say plan.
}n{nn on some segments of the
project are sketehy yet, and some
plans may be added or sublracted.

The other puritner is Robert
Meyer, San Jose real estate deal-
er and financier. Robert Jonea,

Shasta May Get Year - Round Resort

MOUNT SHASTA — Plans for atwhen Everill Highway is closed |l

Carmel, an architect, was hired
to design the developmenL.

Meyer recently purchased the
ski bawl colfee shop in the moun-
tain city. Ha has applied for a
permit to sell alcoholic beverages,
he said, and plans a . cocktall
lounge for the upstairs banglet
roam.

The trie said plans for the re-
sort, brewing for aboul a year,
ware clinched by results of a care-
ful study of Iralfic on
Highway last year. Al the peak of
the skilng season, some 1,100 cars
used the road daily during nﬂ-
ends,

The yesr was a bad one for
skilng, too, since the unusually
snowfall melted far eartier than
expected.

And late spring slorms, which
dependably leave layers ol pow-
der snow on Mt Shasta ia May
failed o comae this year.
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