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Dominguin Proves Most Controversial Figure In Many Years In Bullring

MADRID TUPD—Only those un
inilinted inlo the pagie world ol
the bullfight are left cold by the
sight of Luis Miguel Dominguin,
the most controversial torerp Lhe
bullring knows todiy,

Each time his lithe, command-
ing figure appears in the arenas
of Spain and France, he @5 both
eheered and booed. Seldom in the
bistory of organized bull-killing
hag a torero been so0 capable ol
arousing such conllicting emaotions

And just as seldom has a lorero
achieved the world-wide noloriety
of Dominguin: husband of an Ilal-
fan film beauty, onetime boy-
friend of Ava Gardner, hunting
companion of Generalissimo Fran-
eisco Franco, ploymate of Euro-
pean  aristocracy and  one o
Spain’s loargest landholders.

Dominguin, now 32, stirs the
bullfight fans inte fisticulls and
arguments with his style, He plays
it cool,

No one denles his obility, but
there are many who charge that
his greal ekill in Killing the bull
hus reduced the sensstion of dan-
ger lo a minimum and has laken
away the spectacle’'s emolional
impacl.

However, Dominguin's admirers

argue that the arrogunt way in
which he performs his art indi-
cates that he hos raised the spec-
tacle to a new pinnacle of beauty
By making the hord opnes look
eusy, they add, Dominguin has
brought a new dimension Lo the bull-
ring. “
While the argumenls rage, Do-
minguin goes on eollecting arenn
honors and some of the fattesl [ees
in Lhe history ol the *'blood and
sand” speclacle.

In one memorable afternoon in
Carncas, the bullfight world made
the ultimate gesture, loosening ils
purse strings to an extent un-
known before or since. For killing
two bulls—less than two hours’
wark—Dominguin recelved $35,000.
That day, his fans slopped the
fight at mid-point to give the to-
rero a new car, a further token of
their esteem.

Dominguin ecan be expecled to
survive the conlroversy, for he
has weathered worse storms, in-
cluding a state - ordered nation-
wide press boyeotl during which
his name never appeared In priot
in his native land,

The boycolt was due to Domin-
guin's international notoriety. He
bhad daoted film stor Ava Gardner,
Women, it was sald, fell at his
feet, The order went out thal
Dominguin’s name was nol to ap-
pear In print,

He also aroused animosity by
marrying lolian aclress Lucia
Bose in a registry office In the
United States. Catholic Spain
wos deeply offended. Bul Luis
Miguel, sobered by responsibility,
removed the ban when he went
through & second, this time reli-
gious ceremony, with Lucia.

Dominguin was born into a bull-
fighting family on Dec, 19, 1826
His [ather had won some fame
fighting as “Dominguin,” a ring
soubriquet that stuck.

Luls Miguel was one of three
sons, lwo of whom gave up bull-
fighting when they falled lo show
motre than avernge aptitude, From
the time he was old enough to hold
& sword ond cape, Luis Miguel

ALLERGY CAUSES

SAYRE, Pa. (UPD — Infections,
emolional upsets and glundulor dis-
orders trigeer most allergies, ne-
cording to Dr. James M, Steele,
He sald many persons, undergo in-
tensive bul fulile lests for a sen-
sitizing ogeot when ollergy is sus-

pected,

UNBEATEN HOUCKEY STRING

CLEVELAND (UPD—The Cleve-
land Barons set an American Hoek-
ey League tecord by going un-
beaten in 27 straight games during
the 194748 sensor. The Barons'
steimg Included 21 viclories and
six tie games.

wns pushed into the family ring
vith buby bulls. He proudly shows
wople fading photographs of him-
ell, a boy in knee pants, fighting
L-year-old bulls. :

At the age of 14, he took his
“alternutivi,” the step from ap-
prentice  to master  bulllighter,
That's something akin to a base-
ball player breaking inte the ma-
jor leagues at about 16,

His career was sensational. He
was in the ring on that August
day in 1047 when Manolele died.
This fact, too, has bothered some
aficionadoes. They claim Domin.
guin’s youlhful competition caused

londowner,

But alter a lew years, he be
gan training again, He hiked
neross the sprawling estate in
Cuenca, 66 miles south of Modrid,
to strengthen his legs. Finally,
delying the wishes of his wife, he
put himself under the watchful
eye of his squat, white-haired fa-
ther who slowly reintroduced him
to the ring. He went from private
fights to tours of the provinces
and finally into the nation’s ma-
jor rings.

Once, shortly after his come-
back, a friend asked Dominguin
why he still fought bulls,

the older torero to take
sary chances in an effort to out-
shine the youngster,

In 1850, Dominguin made a
“furewell” appearance in Madrid
and then dropped into so-called re-
tirement. He settled Into the role
of a happily murried, wealthy

“Fi rea aside,”” Do
minguin said, I like lhe sensa-
tion of being able to control the
emotions of the people who come
lo see me."

“Yes," gaid the friend, “bul
what about those days when you
are bad and everyone boos?"

Dominguin's soft brown eyes
twinkled. “Even then, amigo, it is
I who am coatrolling their emo-
tions."

He reappeared in the Madrid
ring in 1957 and left liltle doubl
that he was still a master. One of
Bprain’s most respected critics,
Luis Urriate, summed up the
fight, and Dominguin's career:
“This torero , . . kindles passions
and lights the flame of enthusiasm
or hostility in their extremes.”

Dominguin has regained the pin-
nocle of success he knew beflore
“retirement.”” Only' one other bull-
fighter, Anlonio Ordonez, can chal-
lenge Dominguin’s claim to the
coveled ‘“‘number one” ranking.

Ordonez is Dominguin's brother-
inlaw. So far, the two have nol
fought in the same ring, but
the encounter will probably come
later this year.

Meanwhile, Dominguin Ilves

the life of a feudal lord on his es.
tate, playing host to the famous
and near-famous in & mansion that
sleeps 20 guests and is staffed by
a battery of servants., He also
roises fighting bulls, For recre-
ation, he visits a second estate in
Andalucia, where he hunls moun-
tain deer, sometimes in company
with Franco.

He numbers Franco's daughter,
Carmencita, and her surgeon hus-
band, the Marques of Villaverde,
among his special friends and is
also on close terms with Spain's
would-be king, Don Juasn, Count
of Barcelonn.

Itecently, he enterlained Ameri-
can party-giver Elsa Maxwell, a
seasoned judge of celebrities, She
described the lean, handsome
playboy - turned - family man ps,
“First of all a gentleman, then a
true he-man, and thirdly, & real

charmer.”
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