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Nation's Earliest Deer Season Kicks Off This Month In California Area

SACRAMENTO
tion's earliest deer senson of 1959
starts in California this month—
but nobody apparently knows a
good reason why it should.

“Is  just tradition” soid big
game coordinator Fred Jones of
the California Fish and Game De-
partment. “There's really no good
bislogical reason for it."”

Go down the list of starting
dales for the nation’s dger hunt-
ing seasons and you will find|
thut they all slarl in either Inte
September, October, November or
even December,

In California, the cosslal deer
season slarted for gun hunters this
year on July 25.

Jones admitted frankly that he
knows of no good remson why Lhe
season along Calilornla’s  coast
should start =0 early.

In the middle of July, tempera-
tures in the valleys of the const
range swelter in the immediate
vicinity ol 100 degrees

This mokes [or hardship lor the
hunters—hoth  in  getting  to the
spol and in  cavrying oul his
meat

Bul the huoters continue
come. Lnst year 400000 of the

Bee Colony
Registration
Set To Go

Klamath Counly bee owners who
have nol registeved Lheir colonies
for this yenr may do so by con-
tacting the local depuly state beel
inspector for their area, Ivan Ril-
fey, 5244 Bristol Avenue, Klam-
ath Falls, Or they may conlact
the state department of agricul-
ture headquorters at Salem,

This  mspection program is to
prolect the Oregon bee Industry
againgt American foul brood,
highly contnglous bacterial disease
which destroys bees, The bacteria
causing this disease are extreme:
ly hard lo destroy and [of thal
reason any colonies infecled with
American foul brood are burned
and buriéd below the plow line,

Withoul this control measure,
which i5 written flo the state
aplary law, Oregon would have a
greatly reduced bee population—
much to Lthe delriment of thous-
ands of acres ol crops primarvily
dependent upon the bee for pol-
lination.

The Oregon law requires all bee-
keepers to register their bees,
whether they have one colony or
500 colonies. The annual registra.
tion fee Is $1 which covers up to
six colonies, and 15 cents for each
colony over six.

Last year 27,254 colonfes of
hees were registered by 1316 bee.
keepers in Oregon, according to
Kenneth E. Goeden, Salem, de-
partment supervisor of Lhis pro-
granm,
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BEEFING IT UP

NEW YORK (UPI) — For an
easy luncheon dish, add 1% sups
shredded dried beel to easy corn
bread mix. Ploce beef in plastic
bag of cornbread ingredients, mix
amd bake according to package di-
reclions. Slice hot cornbread
squared  horizontally and serve
with creamed pens between slices
and over top of each serving.

LAWYER - PRIEST

MELROSE, Mass, (UPl) — The
Rev. George B, Gray, #4-year-old
lawyer-priest, has been admitted
te practice before the US. Sue
least 100,000 of the hunters trekked
curate at Si. Mary's Roman Cath-
olic Church here, says he uses
his legal knowledge “lor the glory
of God."” He serves as counsel for

their deer. IU's probable that at
least 100,000 of the hunters Lreked
atter their deer in the coastul
orea because 35 per cent of the
deer were shot in that season.

Of the total kpown deer kill of
ubout 58,000, the department esti-
mated that 20,348 were shol
the coust and 38321 in the In-
land season which includes the
high mountains of the Sierras.

The ecarly sensgon tradition start-
ed mony, many years ngo. Back
in 1003, for instance, there were
many sensons in the stote of Cali-
fornia. The earliest was in small
Del Norte County, in the north-
western corner of the state. It
slarted June 1.

Things began to settle down
toward an eventual lwo separnte
seasons—although one  year the
legisloture decreed that each of
the 58 counties would sel its own

in|

(UPI—The na-[bought tags in California to shool | deer season

| Callfornia’s  lale  deer season
|starts September 26—almost two
months to the dale after the ear-
ly season begins, but only 13 days
alter it ends,

| This s more in line with sen-
'!.xcms in other parts of the nation,

Jones sald there arg a couple of
rensons, besides tradition, f[or the
early season starting long before
the inland season.

“Deer in the coastsl area do
things earlier by a month than
the mountain deer,”” he said.
“They breed earlier, fawn earlier,
lose their velvet earlier and
change iheir coats earlier.”

There's a sort of hunlers’ old
maids tale about deer meal not
being good to est during the
breeding senson and that is one
reason for the early season.

Jones soid this has been dis-
proved in California

the Fish and Game
Department  asked some home
economiecs students st the Upi-
versity of California at Davis to
cook up some deer meal and taste
it, They were supposed to tell re-
searchers which meat tasted
worst, Their reactions showed no
dilference

The coastal deer of California,
for the most part blacktails, are
rather unique in one respect
They are “resident deer.” By this
it is meant that they stay in one
place.

"We've found thal they live and
die within an area of one or Lwo,
miles in some coses,” said Jones.
“Migratory deer, on the other
hand, sometimes range os for as
75 miles."

The hunter in California’s coasl-
al aren must be very careful that

Years ago,

the meat does not spoil before he

Severaligels it home. Somelimes this is|

difficult in temperatures of 100 de.
grees,

Jones offered a suggestion. “The
mistake some hunters maoke s
not to cut their deer on the scene
shortly after they are killed, If
you cut them open and hang them
in the shade they will be all
right.”
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