T

DREAM COMES TRUE — The long awaited Mills Little
Leagus Park became a working reality Tuesday evening
when 180 Klamath Falls and South Suburban Little Leaguers
tangled on two diamends following an impressive dedica-
tion ceremony. The half hour-long ceremonies, emceed by
Herald and News Sports Editor Wayne Scott, included a
flag raising rite parformed by Terry Bane, Gary Mayfield
and Steve Good of Boy Scout Troop 100, also of the Little
Leagues; a formation on the field of all 180 players; brief
talks by Charlia Bana, director of park construction, Gene
Favell, KF league president and Maj. William Harris, prexy
of the South Suburban League. The invocation was led by
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Rev. Bob Groves of the First Presbyterian Church while
the dedication speaker was Klamath Falls pioneer life
insurance man and onetime mayor, John Houston, In pic-
ture at left the cembined forces of 180 Seuth Suburban
and Klamath Falls Little Leaguers stand in formation as
featured speaker of the affair, Houston, addresses
the large crowd which turned out for tha ceremony. In the
center picture Warren Leistikow of Metler Brothers is
shown crossing the plate after hitting the first homerun
out of the park. Others who gained the honor of rapping
out first-night homers were John Parisotto of Johns-Man.
ville and Dave Johnson of Waysrhasuser-Den's. At right |
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the four umpires who donated their services to help in-
augurate the park are shown stepping onto the field prior
to getting the games under way. Shown, left to right, are
Jack Duracha, Dan Derrah, Jim Derrah and Joe Matlick,
all members of the Klamath Falls Umpire Association.
Sco't, who initiated the ball park plan over a year
ago when he promised to grow a beard until ground was
broken for the park, gave the welcoming address and was
followed by Charlie Bane, the over.all director of con.
struction, who publicly thanked as many persons as pos-
sible. who donated their time and services. Gene Favell,
president of the Klamath Falls Little League Inc., then
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| pressnted awards to Scott and Bane from the National

Association of Littlsa Leagues in liou of plagues for
sorvices rendered to the Litile Leagues. Maj. William
Harris, South Suburban prexy, thanked evaryone en behalf
of all the South Suburban players. Houston likened the
ball park, a monument to Klamath Falls progress, to other
manuments throughout the histery of civilization. Housten
also commended parents, fans and coaches for their work
with the Little League as the best possible deterrent to
juvenile delinquency on the local level.
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