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al Fire Protection Association,
which adds these grim statistics:

At least 290 to 300 youngsters
will die each month in fires that
could have been prevented.

Another 700 Americans wilt
perish every 30 days in blazes
which need never have occurred.

Some 11.500 U.S. citizens can
be expected to lose their lives in
ait fires this year.

One program aimed at helping
to reduce this terrible loss of life
enlists the organized aid of Mo- -

grade-scho- youngster
who are learning fire pevention
and safety at an age when it
is most meaningful.

Four million of these "Junior
Fire Marshals" took part this
spring in a clean-u- p 4rive in
towns, villages and cities through-
out the country. The campaign
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was part of a year-lon- public
service program sponsored by an
insurance firm (Hartford Fire In-
surance Co ) in cooperation wi
local schools.

Youngsters taking part third,
fourth and opened
their safety drive by attaching
broom-shape- tags to doorknobs
in their communities. The tags,
prepared by the boys and girls
themselves, give these five rutes
for springtime fire prevention:

Dispose of winter accumula-
tions in basement, attic, garage.

Rake up dry leaves and weeds
around the house.

Burn trash only when the wind
is not blowing. Keep a hose han
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dy.
Put lids on paint cans when

the day's painting is finished.
Store oily rags in covered met-

al containers.
But perhaps even more import

ant than distributing these tags.
the "Junior Fire Marshals" made
sure that the advice printed on
them was followed in their rery
own homes.
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Ming Moon, a retired
businessman from the West Coast,
spent 31 months growing a beard
and fingernails up to three and a
half inches long so he could look
the part of a Chinese hermit.

The hermit is the leading char-
acter in a story called 1he Re-
cluse" which Wong himself wrote.
He hopes to sell the tale to Holly-
wood and wants to play the lead-
ing part himself.

During a recent visit with his
son here. Wong explained that he
came to the U.S. from Canton.
China, in lBt and entered the
import-expo- business in Seattle.

After retiring, he settled down
in Ventura, Calif., were he spent
two years writing his story in
Chinese. A friend translated it
into English.

Wong said he grew the king-size- d

fingernails only "for fun"
since they are not really vital to
his story. He said they hinder
him in only one respect he can't
untie hi shoelace and had to
leara to manipulate a pair f
large tweezers to aocMiwUsti that
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