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i The red ball device wa rigged
to warn fishing boats that Ire
quent the Cape area to steer clear
of a safety lane several miles wide
in the ocean

Back before the Air Force began
telling reporters in confidence of

pending missile firing times, the

warning ball was the first thing
the newsmen looked for when they
..rose each morning. And many
members of the curious Ihronga
who came to the beaches in those

early days learned lb look for the
same sign

A few weeHs ago, however, the
Air Force left the warning ball up
for a solid week including sev-

eral days when nothing was sched
tiled and nothing was fired.

And what happened? Nothing
The laPk of birdwatchers on the
beaches only served to prove that
there is a hard core of veterans
who get the word without benefit
of nespaner. radio, television
or the red ball.

The amateur birdwatchers won't
shed any light on how they hear
of a forthcoming shoot.

There has been speculation that
some missile workers tip off their
wives that a shoot is coming up
But nobody "s been able to prove
it. And most workers at we Lane
realize that if they were caught
doing so. the consequences could
be rough.

At any rate, a veteran reporter
at the Cane recalls that shortly
before one of the early Vanguard
firings there was a sus-

pension in the countdown. He took

advantage of the situation to rush
to a nearby diner to order a few

hamburgers.
When a stranger in the diner

learned th reporter was in town
for the .Vanguard firing, he cas-

ually remarked: "Well, you better
get on back to your place In a
hurry that hold's been
cut to 15 minutes."

It was.
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By RICHARD F. ROPER
tapf f iNivppji vi dipii
When the Air Force decided to

play games with the familiar red
warning ball here recently, it

didn't upset the hundreds of ama-
teur "birdwatchers" on nearby
beaches.

For these birdwatchers tseem to
have a "grapevine" all their own
The proof can be found in the
hundreds and sometimes thousands
who gather over bonfires south
of the Air Force Missile Test cen-
ter whenever a missile firing is
imminent.

Until several weeks ago, hoist-

ing of Ihe red warning ball to the
top of its pole on the southeast
corner of the Cape was a sure
sign that something was afoot. But
it doesn't work that way any more.

Navy Chief

Army Brat
WASHINGTON t!P! NATO's

naval commander, A dm. Jerauld
Wright. 60, is an Army brat who
went "wrong."

His father was a distinguished
career Army officer, Ihe late U.
;cn. William Mason Wright. 'Jer-

ry' Wright grew up on Army
posts around the world. But he
chose to make his own career in
the Navy, in which he's spen!
nearly 46 years.

It has been a distinguished ca-

reer, capped by his present dual
alignment as NATO's "Supreme
Allied Commander Atlantic" and
as Commander in Chief of the U.S.
Atlantic Fleet. He has held both
posts since 1954, administering his

g responsibilities from a
joint headquarters at Norfolk, Vir-

ginia.
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