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Vildlife
By J. O, McKINNEY
There is no need lo turn back-
ward te honds of time for Sheoep
Rock, It was a guidepost of history
1M vears ago. I slill s, Ewvents
pravitale lo its recky oulling as

sleel o magnet. .

This most  histerical spol in
Northern Calilornita is located 15
miles north of Weed on US, High-
way 97, U5, 99 is within sight ol
I to the west and vapor trails
Iromn jet planes erisscross the skies
wbove it. But all along its semi-
civenlar eight-mile course, the law
ol lang and claw still rules—the
villy stututes acknowledged by its
dwellers,

It was back in 1825 that Jean
Baptist McKay, Tactor for Hudson
Bay Fur Company, mentions in his
diary that he had comped beside
Sheep Rock, When, or by whom it
wis s0 pamed is unknown, No
mystery surrounds why it was
called thal. Big-horn sheep abound
ed all over its precipitous sides
Today these carly day snimals
hiave been exterminated; bul meun-
lions rear their kidens in dens
abound; and bears hibernate
through the long Northern Califor-
mi winlers:

Eagles may be seen nesting in
trees growing oul of the rocky
slopes: and wild horses come down
from  nearby  Miller Mountain o
keep alive the tradition that Sheep
Jock will pever be tamoed,

The remains of buildings, erected
more than W00 vears ago al Lthe
base of Sheep Rock  still exist,
Within recent months archeologists
hove uncovered relics of a pre-
historic  people who once  lived|
there. And it is the selling for one!
ol the epic mmigratio into the
Old Wesl,

It was boack in the mid-16m0's |
when Stephen Soule led a band
ol pio rs toward Shasta Valley
No guide pointed out the less dilfi
cult passage around Sheep Rock,
so. these intropid, travelers oome |
down through a gap between i, and
Miller Mount to the north. Wa-
pons hadd to be dismantled, and let
dvown the cliffs by ropes, But they
could see the Promised Lond ol
Shasta Valley ahead, and that led
them on. Today there are many
descendants of the leader in the
valley, as well as descendants of
others of the party

Hut today that gap will prove
n barrier to all but the most rug-
ped  who try to travel it aloet

The sheep that gave the Gibral-
tar-like rock its name were o
spurce of mutton lo settlers far
many yedrs. Bul hunting pressure, |
coupled with a severe winter inl
80N wiped them out, A trophy
head, killed there in 18684, may be
seen in the Siskivon County Muse-
um in Yreka,

An effort wos made in 1950 Lo re
populate the rock with big-horn
sheep. Ronald Menary, Mount Shas
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TROPHY MEAD of a big ram killed on

WILD ANIM

ALS still live in their
secluded caves on the steep slopes of Sheep Rock. Terrain | not unduly botherad,
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natural state in the wild and

ta stockman, was given a .\Iaui-}
{lon ram, and two ewes. He released

them on fond he owned al Sheep
Rock, but these imports from Cor-
sico look @ few whiffs of the ljon-
tainted air, and departed. They
found a spol to their liking near
Dwinnel Lake. Here they buill up
a fMock of about a dozen head. But
poachers began sniping at them
Toeday Lhey, Loo, are gone,

The north face of this rock s
sloping, mahogany-covered terrain
where hig buck deer are found
but  where hunting  is  dilficult
When disturbed, the deer slip over
the rim, and find & haven in hid-
den pastures thal are survounded
with walls thal are impassable to
all but those who know the secret
irails, Stock has been known to
find these passages, and live for
months withoul being seen by lheir
OWners,

The rock’s southern, and west-
ern face is a precipitous mass of
Inva that runs to aboul 2,000 feét
in height. Caves dol its enlire
length, and wild animals may be
observed playing aboul the en-
irances thol are placed out of
rench of human belngs.

While early day civilization used
Sheep Rock as a marker for trav-
el along Military Pass Road, and
the old Immigrant Treal: while
modern highwayvs run within sight

and  sound of s rough  outline,
ithe roek itsell hos changed bt
little, Deer winter in numbers on
the valley side of the rock, and
sheep are  not found (here Lnv
more. Bul man has made  Hile
imprint, It remaing a londmark

nee of an n-
land . rogged, and  (he
natural abode of the wild things of
the area.

here is too rough for the average hunter and the beasts are
— Photo by McKinney

THE COVER

Fishing will always
be one of the high -
lights of any healthy
youth’s existence, This
picture graspsthe
whole idea in one scene,
Taken at Fremont
Bridgeit shows, left to
right, David Coleman
and his dog, Sassy;
Fred Caines, Steve
Caines, David Harden-
brook and Bill Majors.
It was taken by Herald
and News photograph-
er Don Kettler.

Sheep Rock in 1884 by George O'Conner gives

some meassure of memory of the glories of the area before the herds were wiped out,

— Phote by McKinney

| STEPHEN S. MEAMBER, of Yreka, is a great-grandson of
Stephen Soule who led an eatly-day party of pioneers into
| Shasta Valley over the rough farrain befween Sheep Rock
and Miller Mountain, — Photo by McKinney

MD Study On Calves Made

Studics of nuscular dystraphy inifrom the Museulor Dystrophy Asse-
calves now under way al Oregon|cition of Americs, Inc. The re
State College may contribute to search deals with white muscle
(undersianding of the disense inla muscolar dystrophy of ke
|n=.‘m. Dr. Huge Krueger, professor|The project is 1o study heart o i
ol amimal husbondry, belivves culties of calves affiicted with (he

He said rabbits, guines pigs l!i,\t';l;-r.
fnice, rats, sheep and cottle all| Krenser explained that cattle and
can have sarigis lorms of muscu- sheep die suddenly when ofticted
tar dystrophy, same similar 1o the \with white muscle disease. Visihle
K 3 i humans,  The m(ll'l._l:{.‘,m,.\ (Il." hq“ seen in the hearls
\‘r-.-n-il about muscalar dysirophies o some calves. This indicates that
ol animals the mire. passibility 1'JI:J.|“|'.\,‘.|1.g ‘;n. pol “the only part of
ghowing about the disease in mun, |ihe body affected. Clreulation, the
h.”lr;_.-r r?pi-,..m._'-'j‘ Inervous system and minscles Wil

the OSC studies have recently | can be alfected In various types of

d by & $2700 gront|muscilar dystrophy.
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