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Dick B. Miller Garage

$100,000 Fire Victim

3 A 2j

By FRANK JENKINS
There's an interesting little story

to the news today. So bend an
tar while 1 tell the tale.

Roger Harlan of Dallas, Te-
xasis an electronics whiz. Also he
Is a lazy man. And ... he likes
to keep his garage door closed
because he doesn't like to have
every Tom, Dick and Harry mess-
ing around with the gadgets he

--i keeps there.
But . . . being lazy ... it irked

him to have to get out of the car
and open the door and then get
back in the car and drive into the
garage.

stored in the lower end of the ga-

rage escaped serious damage, Mil-

ler said.

"We're stilt operating new and
used car sales," Miller said, "and
we'll get the shop going as soon
as we possibly can."

The first alarm was sounded at
10:46 last night by Clyde England,
operator of Clyde's Towing Serv-
ice next door.

"I was over after coffee at the
Pastime," he said, "when 1 walked
back and thought I saw smoke. I
went out back and looked at the
lop of the Miller place, and
thought maybe steam was escap
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FRONT AND REAR views of the Dick B. Miller automobile agency damaged
by fire last night are shown in these photographs by Herald and News

photographer Don Kettler. Firemen braved a sizzling, unsteady roof to reach

burning timbers in the front of the building in the photo at left. The picture
at right shows an after-the-fir- a shot of the paint shop where the fire ap-

parently started and where temperatures were hot enough to melt metal.

Red Bid Divides

SO
He put his active mind to work.

The upshot of it was that he fixed
his garage door so it would open
when he honked his horn or
whistled in a certain pattern. So
cleverly was (his pattern designed
that the door refused to be opened
by the normal pattern of honks
and whistles in his neighborhood.

For weeks, it was wonderful.
Then something happened.
He began finding the door

OPEN when he got home!

What to do?
Well, being of a scientific turn,

he fell back on RESEARCH

He put his wife to work. Her job
was to watch the door as a cat
watches a mouse-hole- .

Four days later, she came up
with a report. She said that each
day a mockingbird came to the
garage, perched on a basketball
hoop above the door, cocked its
head in a discerning wav, opened
its throat and REPRODUCED
THE PATTERN OF SOUNDS that
had been designed by the inventive--

minded garage mwner.
Whereupon the door OPENED!

Thus challenged, the electronically--

minded Mr. Harlan REALLY
went to work. He designed a sys-
tem of signals based not merely
upon sounds but also upon an in-

tricate TIMING of the sounds.
That did the trick. The bird

tame back "for days in a row.
and worked and worked. But in
vain. Its gifted throat could ac-

curately repeat the SOUNDS, but
its bird brain was unequal to the
task of matching the TIMING of
the sounds. '

So the mockingbird gave up and
left Harlan in peace. Thereafter,
when he came home the garage
door was closed, but opened obe-

diently when he pushed the but-

ton. - i

Why did the man win?
He had a BETTER BRAIN than

the bird.
That's the long and the short of

The moral:
In the world of the future, it

will be the best brains that win.
That makes this tale worth

while.

Discussion Set
On Valuations

State Tax Commissioner Char-

ley Mack and two department rep-
resentatives were due here today
to discuss assessed valuations re-

cently released by the assessor's
office.

J The county court said the dis-

cussion would center on assess-
ments of the Hot Springs Section
of Klamath Falls where some

property values were raised 90 and
100 per cent.

Meanwhile, the number of pro
tests against assessed valuations
reached 194190 of which were
from Hot Springs property own
ers.

Last year only 17 property own
ers protested assessed valuations
rnailed by the assessor.

By TOM STIMMEL
A downtown Cadillac and e

garage was severely dam-

aged last night by a stubborn fire
that billowed smoke over much
of the city and reached tcmpera- -

lulos hot enough to melt metal.
For more than

hours. 24 men fought the lire that
complelely wrecked portions of the
Dick B. Miller Company building
al Seventh and Klamath streets.

No accurate estimate of damage
was available today, but the loss
could be judged conservatively at
$100,000. The fire completely de-

stroyed a 1959 Olds r hard-

top, a 1958 Cadillac coupe, a Volks-

wagen and possibly a fourth car:
it demolished the body shop,
brought severe losses lo heavy
auto parts stored above the body
shop, and so completely damaged
the roof thai an entire new roof
may be needed.

Neither could the cause be es-

tablished definitely today. "We're
going in this morning to see what
we can figure out," Fire Chief
Roy Rowe said.

The building was almost impos-
sible to enter last night when fire-
men arrived at about It) minutes
before 11.

Smoke swarmed in thick, scar-
ing clouds from the back end of
the large building and swiftly
moved through the showroom, of

fices, and repair shops.
Firemen were hampered by elec

tric doors that linally had to be
chopped open with axes. Smoke
prevented liremen from finding the

operating switches, and Rowe said
the current probably was off any-

way.
Most severely damaged part of

Ihe building was the paint shop
and a small room behind it, on
the alley back of Klamath Avenue,
Rowe said. It was here that the
lire probably started, he said.

Two pumper trucks and the de
partment's aerial ladder
raced to the scene. The pumpers
stood back in the alley and the
aerial truck was slopped in front
of the main entrance where plate
glass windows had been painted
in an unexpectedly realistic adver-
tising campaign "We've Caught
Fire! and Burn the prolils,

The advertising signs,
ot the company Melvin Miller said
were "rather-tronic.-

Firemen scampered up the lad
der and focused streams of water
on (he searing roof.

Meanwhile, in the rear, firemen
with hoses from the pumpers lit-

erally axed their way into the rear
of the building.

Their progress was hindered,
Rowe said, by cars that broke
the flow of water from the high
pressure hoses.

It was here tnat me most se
vere damage was inflicted. Flam-
ing limbers from the ruined roof
plunged down on expensive,

cars, and intense tempera-
tures from gasoline-fe- flames lit
erally melted metal.

Alter the fire had been brought
under control, the company wreck
er pulled out a 1959 Oldsmobile
from which paint had been com
pletely seared off, tires were
burned lo lumps of hot rubber,
and the caved-i- roof formed a
shallow depository for charcoal
chunks from the roof.

Even before that, company em
ployes fought smoke lo drive from
the building the cars tney could
reach, and firemen braved treach-
erous pits in the sizzling roof to
reach timbers.

'If it hadn t been for that real
fine fire department," Miller said
today, "We'd be a lot worse off
than we are. They did a real fine
job. That paint shop was hotter
than a blister."

The fire "practically melted that
59 .(Olds) and the roof came in

on it, too," he said.
Small Hi m a n automobiles

World News
In Itricf

United Press International
EAST WEST Geneva Western

powers brace firmly against So-

viet efforts to pick their peace
plan to pieces.

SIZEUP Geneva West feels it
has done remarkably well thus far
al Geneva but realizes long road
lies ahead.

SOVIET Moscow Khrushchev
and Moscow Radio commentators
attack Western peace plan.

SHOOTING Limerick, Maine
Three die in siege of barricaded
home of bankrupt businessman;
two state troopers wounded.

EISENHOWER New York
President announces plan for

dollar atom smasher to

increase nation's basic research
tools.

nitnEAI. Grand Canyon, Ariz.
Man and dog survivo three-da-

ordeal in Colorado Hlvcr rapids
of Grand Canyon after canoe cap-

sizes.
PLANE Washington Air rorcc

reports it has cleared final obstacle
to development of nuclear-powere-

airplane.
t

LEAD SOFT LIFE
HIGH WYCOMBE, England

'UPII A local circus wants to
make suro all its animals arc
comfortable. It asked a firm that
makes plaslic foam mattresses
for cars If It can produce similar
products "strong enougn tor ete

phants."

ing. I dashed in and called police
and they were here in less than
two minutes. They got right on
the radio and called the lire de
partment."

The fire department received
the call at 10:47 p.m. Rowe said
lie raced into town from his Cali
fornia Street home and saw the
fire when he reached the top of
the hill at Upham Street.

Some spectators estimated flames
as high as 50 feet in the air, but the
flames were squelched soon. Heavy
smoke was the major indicator
of disaster.

A fire crew stayed at the scene
until 3 a.m. Again, at 6:52 a.m.,
firemen returned when someone
spotted a new breakout near Ihe
back locker rooms. That break
was soon squelched, however, and
firemen were back in Ihe station
in nine minutes.

Atomic Plane

Program Set
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Air

Force said today il has hurdled
the last major obstacle to devel-

opment of a nuclear powered air-

plane, that of efficient shielding
from radiation. "

Lt. Gen. Roscoe C. Wilson, dep-
uty chief of staff for development,
told the Aviation Writers Assn.
that "we therefore are now em
barked on a program to produce
a subsonic nuclear powered air
plane which will be the prototype
of a, future weapon system.'-- '

Wilson" did not say when such
a prototype, or experimental mod-
el actually would be built and
ready for testing. Development of

new plane normally takes a
number, of years.

The shielding problem for nu
clear airplanes has been solved.
We know how to design effective
airborne shields and how to pre
dict their performance."

Wilson said a nuclear airplane
would not necessarily be any
larger than the current B52 heavy
jet bomber. It also will be de--

runway length as the B52,

He said a nuclear bomber would
be able to cruise anywhere in the
world, and would be capable of
launching e ballistic mis-

siles as well as handling nuclear
bombs and short-rang- e missiles.

Wilson said two types of nuclear
power plants arc being developed,
the direct air cycle and the in-

direct liquid metal cycle.
In the direct cycle, the air

flow from the engine intake
through the compressor and di-

rectly through the reactor, where
it is heated, expanded through the

turbine, and flows out as a jet
stream.

In the Indirect evele the reactor
heats a liquid metal whicVi flows

through a closed system. The air
is, heated by passing through a
heat exchanger. i

The direct cycle turbojet sys-
tem is being developed by General
Electric Co. at Evendalc, Ohio,
and at the National Reactor Test-

ing Station in Idaho.
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Co.

is developing the longer range in-

direct cycle program at Middle-tow-

Conn.
Convair Division of General

Dynamics, Fort Worth, Tex., has
been awarded a design study for
the experimental airplane that
will use the nuclear power.

Water Rate Hike
Halted By PUC

Public Utilities Commissioner
Jonel C. Hill reported today that
proposed rate increases by the
Oregon Water Corporation sched
uled to go into effect in Klamath
Falls on May 21 have been sus-

pended.
Such suspensions always precede

public hearings, although Hill
didn't set Ihe date for the hear-
ing. In an earlier release, the
PUC office indicated that a press
of previous hearings might delay
setting a date for the Oregon Wa-

ter rate increase hearing.
The. action also affected the

Rosebiirg area where the same
company has applied for a ruts
increase also.

POLECAT USES SCENTS
LONDON (UPD Charles Wi-

lliams saw a strange striped ani-

mal ambling down his garden
path and quickly threw his coat
over it. Police said if the polecat
is somebody's pet, will the owner
please come quick. Williams was
believed willing to throw in the
coat, too.

Weather
Northern California Fair

through Saturday. Warmer. North-

westerly coastal, winds miles
an hour.

Klamath Falls and vicinity
Clearing tonight. Fair Saturday.
I.onj tonight High Saturday

High yesterday .. 53
Low last night 26

Prcclp. last 24 hours trace
Since Oct. 1 4.94
Same period last year 14.78

CRATER LAKE
High yesterday .. 37
Low last night 20
8 a.m. today 27
New snow 3

Snow depth 55

Skiing good
Roads are clear and bare on

High 62 through the park and to,
the rim. The warming hut is open
every day and skiing Is expected
to be good this weekend. Wind
was calm this morning and skies

partly sunny.

Cold Chills

Eastern U.S.
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A cool snap chilled

most of the eastern half of the
nation today and cooler air also
spread into some western sections.

Anchorage, Alaska, was warm
er this morning than St. Louis and
Louisville, Ky., and almost as
warm as Atlanta, Ga., as the cool
Canadian air dipped into the
southland.

The mark at Anchor
age compared with the St. Louis,
Mo., record 31) lor the date, 42 at
Louisville, and 47 at Atlanta.

lemperatures in the 30s wore
reported in North Carolina, with a
mountain reading of 22 degrees at
Clingman's Dome near Gatlln- -

burg, lenn. Sioux Falls, S.D., re
corded 27 degrees the lowest
ever so late in the season.

Readings in the 20s were re
corded from portions of the North
em Plains to the upper Great
Lakes. Low marks were in the
30s over much of the Midwest.

There was even snow in the un
seasonal weather picture a light
dusting early in the day at Erie
and other western Pennsylvania
communities.

The cold air which advanced
southward dropped temperatures
into the 40s in New England to
the 50s and low 60s in the Gulf
states. The readings were 7 to 15

degrees lower than 24 hours ear
lier. Frost was indicated from
New England to the North Caro-
lina mountains.

Only other wet snots were in
the Pacilic northwest and in New
Mexico and the Texas panhandle.

Carpenters Hit
Missile Center,

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
The Carpenters Union set up

picket lines outside the missile
test center here today in a dawn
strike that appeared to be gain
ing .momentum.

Traffic to the Cape and nearby
Patrick Air Force Base was
snarled for miles as many of the
carpenters' fellow tradesmen
pulled off the road to join the
walkout in a sympathy gesture.

Early indications were that the

Germany
Radio Moscow went on the air

promptly with highlights of

statements, including:
1. Conclusion of a peace treaty

with Germany is important and
it will be indefinitely postponed if
it has lo wait on the formation of
an government.

2. The treaty is now the main
issue in the cold war.

Gromyko scoffed at Ihe Western
argument that no treaty can be
signed until an gov
ernment is created.

"One cannot, regard this argu-
ment au'eithet correct- or convinc
ing, the Soviet minister said. It
is based on purely formal juridic
al considerations, which could not
be less suitable under existing
conditions.

He revived an old Soviet charge
that the West is sponsoring a

revival of militarism, in West Ger-

many.
British Foreign Secretary Sel- -

wyn Lloyd told Gromyko the West
ern plan offers a clear, construc
tive and practical program" for
solving the problems of Berlin and
Germany. He. appealed for serious
Soviet consideration.

Today's session wound up for
mal work of the week by the Big
I'our loreign ministers. They re
cessed for the weekend. They
meet again at 3:30 p.m. 19:30 a.m.
EST) Monday.

The package plan ran into a
wall of Soviet opposition.

these views, at complete logger
heads with those of the West, were
broadcast by Moscow radio hours
after U.S. Secretary of State
Christian A. Herter had un-

wrapped the Western package be-
fore the conference here.

Soviet and East German press
organs unanimously rejected the
Western plan. The Soviet news
agency, Tass, said the proposals
were "based on obsolete concep-
tions which ignore the existence
of two German states.

Strike Vote
Due For TV

NEW YORK-A- P) - National
Broadcasting Co. television engi
necrs and technicians vote today
on terms of a settlement to end a
work stoppage that started April
27.

The agreement between nego-

tiatqrs for NBC and the National
Assn. of Broadcast Employes and
Technicians was announced by an
arbitrator shortly before 1 a.m.

Terms of the scltlcment were
not made public.

The stoppage, which kept 1.500

employes off the job here and in
six other cities, resulted basically
from a dispute over the extent to
which members of the union
should participate in producing
TV shows overseas for broadcast
in this country.

Supervisory personnel kept NBC
television and radio on the air.

The company called the stop
page a strike in violation of the
contract and the union called it a
lockout.

NBC and union officials declined
lo comment on the settlement an-

nouncement, made by Banjamin
C. Roberts, impartial umpire in
the dispute.

COP
NEW YORK (UPD The police-

man was ready to eat his words
after he said, "Come on, bud,

man standing
Eisenhower at

The man was Mayor Robert F
I Wagner.

ently contained no substantial
ihanges.

Soviet Premier Nikila Khrush
chev said in a speech in Russia
ihursday that peace must be
made "with the two actually ex
isting German states. The Soviet
plan is completely at loggerheads
with the Western package propos
al, introduced here Thursday
which calls for a peace treaty
with a umticd Germany

Gromyko was reported To have
made some preliminary com-
ments on. the Western plan today

COL JACK W. WILLIAMS

Base Leader
To Give Talk

Col. Jack W. Williams, comman
der of the 408th Fighter Group at
Kingsley Field, will be one of the
main speakers at the second an
nual Aviation Week banquet to be
held Saturday, May 16, Armed
Forces Day, at 6. p.m. at the
Rcames Country Club.

Col. Williams, a native of Mun- -

day, Texas, entered the United
States Air Force in August 1941,
after graduating from Texas A &
M College with a bachelor of sci
ence degree in electrical engineer
ing,

Completing the Aviation Cadet
Flying Training program In Au
gust 1942, Col. Williams was soon

assigned to Field,
Ohio, where he flew experimental
type aircraft during World War II.

Discharged in November 1946,
Colonel Williams flew experimen
tal aircraft for Republic Aviation
Corporation and Howard Hughes
Aircraft Company until October
1947 when he was awarded a reg
ular commission in the USAF and

reported for active duly at Boiling
AFB, Washington, D.C.

In April 1948 Colonel Williams
was assigned to the 19th Bomb
Group at Andersen AFB, Guam
where he was group materiel of

ficer, then 93rd Bombardment
Squadron commander. Returning
to the U.S. in April 1950. Colonel
Williams was assigned to the Okla
homa Air Materiel Area. Tinker
AFB, Oklahoma.

Colonel Williams returned to the
United States in August 1958 to
become commander of the 408th

Fighter Group, Kingsley Field,
Klamath Falls.

Colonel Williams will be Intro
duced at the Aviation Week ban

quet by H. O. Juckcland, chair-
man of the Sportsmen Pilots As
sociation-sponsore- Aviation Week
celebration. Other speakers will in-

clude Glcrm D. Woodmansee. Los

Production
Hits Record

WASHINGTON (AP)-T- he gov
ernment said today production hit
an e high in April.

The Federal Reserve Board's
index of industrial production
moved up two points to 149 per
cent of the 1947-4- average.

This compared with a pre - re-

cession peak of 146 in February,
and with a recession low of 126

in April, 1958..

"Activity in the durable goods
industries rose substantially and
equalled the advance level of ear-

ly 1957," the board said.
Summing up last month's devel-

opments, the board said:
"Economic activity continued to

increase in April. Industrial pro
duction rose further and housing
starts remained at an exceptional-
ly high level.

"Gains in employment were
widespread and a decrease in un

employment was considerably
more than seasonal. Consumer in-

come and buying were at record
levels."

The board said production of
soft goods also increased last
month but minerals output was
little changed.

Building materials production
was at a record level, and steel
output bucked seasonal trends to
rise slightly to a new post reces-
sion high.

The board said there were sig
nificant gains in industrial ma
chinery and motor trucks and
that autos, television, furniture
and other consumer durables also
advanced.

Textiles and paper and chemi
cal products also continued to ex

pand in April but work stoppages
cut back output of rubber pro
ducts. v

ACTRESS SUED
LOS ANGELES (UPI)-Ita- lian

actress Gia Scala was sued for
$16,581 damages Tuesday by a

salesman who claimed he suf-

fered neck and back injuries in

an auto collision with her car.
Sidney Lang charges in his Su

perior Court suit Miss Scala was

driving a car which collided
with his auto Jan. 22.

"this amount can be obtained by
a return to competitive sales as
directed by the law.

For loan programs, which are
not direct appropriations, it ap-

proved 421 million dollars. This
was an increase of 33 millions
all of it for the Farmers Home
Administration which handles pro
duction and subsistence and farm
ownership' loans. The Rural Lice
trification Administration's share
of the loan authorizations was 215

millions, the amount requested.
The committee criticized what

it called the department's failure
to sell its surplus commodities on
a competitive basis throughout the
world. The existing policy, it said,
"has invited expansion in foreign
production and has boosted stor
age and handling costs to the
Commodity Credit Corp

Failure to make world sales of

surplus cotton, the committee
said, "shows a complete disre
gard for the law." and "can only
lead to further damage to the U.S
farmer, the Treasury, and Ihe tax
payer." ,

the committee said it was con
vinced that acreage reductions
through the soil bank- - or other re
slrictions "no longer work."

GENEVA (AP) - Russia for
mally proposed to the West today
a peace treaty to be signed with
divided Germany. The United
States said it was "keenly disap
pointed" and accused the Soviet
Union of wanting to perpetuate the
division of Germany.

The U.S. reaction was given in
a statement issued immediately
after the Big Four conference end
ed its first week of sessions with
a recess until Monday.

In a speech presenting the Rus-

sian treaty draft which was orig
inally made- - public Jan. 10.Soviet
Foreign Minister Gromyko
charged the West with fostering a
renewal of militarism in West
Germany.

British Foreign Secretary
Lloyd challenged this allega-

tion, saying "we have our own
views as to where responsibility"
for arms race lies. The West has
often accused Russia over the
years of forcing West German re
armament by arming Last Ger-

many.
The U.S. statement said

speech and the Soviet
treaty proposal show "the Soviet
Union ... has m a d e no effort
whatever to meet Western objec
tions , . , regarding the Soviet
draft."

"Instead," the statement de
clared, "it

'
has presented the

same old proposals and Mr.
exposition has not served

to make them any more palatable
than they were on Jan. 10."

The United States and its allies
had denounced the Russian plan
at that time as being designed to
keep Germany divided and to
split West Germany away from
its western allies and neighbors.

Western informants said after a
quick examination of the version

presented by Gromyko at today's
conference session that it appar

Iraq Slashes
Doctrine Ties

BAGHDAD, Iraq 'API Iraq is
officially cutting all association
with the Eisenhower doctrine,
which offers aid to Middle East
countries threatened by Commu-
nist aggression.

Premier Abdcl Karim Kassem
said Thursday the Communists
were his friends but that he wants
to remain friendly with Western
nations too.

Kasscm's announcement that
Iraq will withdraw from the Ei
senhower doctrine came as a sur
prise because the doctrine has
been considered a dead issue here
since Iraq quit tht Baghdad Pact.

U.S.-Ira- relations were ruffled
by an Iraqi detective who invaded
the U.S. embassy on Monday to
drag out an Iraqi seeking a job.

The U.S. administrative officer,
Randolph Dickins Jr., of Wash-

ington D.C. and Lakeland., Fla.,
chased the detective out. The de
tective whipped out a pistol, spat
at Dickins and hit him with a
rock. An Iraqi guard stationed at
the embassy finally disarmed the
detective.

MARK 110TH ANNIVERSARY
MOSCOW (UPIi A Russian

couple in a mountain village near
the Caspian sea port of Makhach-
kala have celebrated their 110th

wedding anniversary, Moscow Ra
dio reported Monday night. The
home service broadcast said the

man and his
wife have three children who

are over 100 yean old.

Appropriations Croup
Blasts Ag Department

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
House Appropriations Committee

accused the Agriculture Depart-
ment today of "complete disre-

gard for the law." criticized its
policies, and cut its 1960 funds by
$142,199,365. .

In recommending $3,939,165,498

for the department's activities lor
the year starting July 1, the com-

mittee called for a much more
active, program of selling surplus
commodities overseas.

Along with that criticism, It

contended that many of the de-

partment's operations "are of

more benefit lo the general public
than to the farmer."

'The situation in agriculture
does not present a good picture."
the committee said in a report
written by Rep. Jamie L. Whitten

For the department's regular
activities, the committee recom-
mended $1,235,643,585. a cut of

$42,199,365 from the President's
requests.

For the Commodity Credit

Corp., which handles surplus com-

modities and other farm
it allotted $2,703,521,913, a

cut of 100 million dollars. It said

Angeles, attorney for the Federal: get back." to
Aviation Agency, fourth Region. He hear President

The Government'slthe World Trade Fair Thursdaywill speak on
majority of the Transport Work-

ers Union, which has the largest
representalion on the Cape, was

respecting the pickets.

I

Role in Aviation,' The public is
invited to attend.


