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Game Laws Reach Back Into Antiquity: Pioneers Strict In Wildlife Views

By JAMES R. NORRIS

U5, Fish and Wildlife Service

USGMA

One of the practices used in
gume management to help produce
sustained annunl erops of wildlife
is that of regulations controlling
the haryest of the resource. Regu-
lations or game laws are by no
means a new praclice exercised
by man, as controlling measures of
taking wildlife date back many,
many decndes.

It is in the Bible that we lind
whut is proboably the first written
restriction on the taking of game.
The restriction is one of the sial-
ules and judgments compasing the
Mosaic Law, and decrees that;

“Il a bird's nest chance lo be
before thee in the way, in any
teee. or on the ground, whether
they be young ones, or eggs, thou
shalt not take the dam with the
young: Bul thou shalt in any wise
et the dum go, and toke the young
ta Lthee: Thot it may be well with
thee, and that thou mayedt prolong
thy doys." (Deuteronomy 22: 6, 71.
Consery

on of the “dam’ or hen
as breeding stock being the intent
of the phraseology,

A record of game manogement
for conservation purposes is found
o have occurred in the Mongol
Empire, and Marco Polo in de-
seribing his travels across Asin,
tells of the game laws of Kuoblai,
The Grent Khan,

“There s an order which pro
hibits every person throughout all
couniries subject 1o Lhe Greal
Khan, from daring to kill hares,
rochucks, fallow deer, stags, or
other animals of that kind, or any
large birds, betwoen the months of
March nnd October. This is that
they may increase and multiply:
and as Lhe breach of this order is
attended with punishment, game ol
every description increases prodi-
grously."

Hunting eontrols in Europe be-
gon as customs rather than laws
One of these cusloms was given
by Edward, second Duke of York,
Master of Game, 1o his cousin,
Henry IV, during the early years
ol the 14th Century. This custom
was that the bart or red-deer
season opened ot St John's tide
tdune 240 pnd ended on Holyreod
Werniber 141, This was the
| when o animal was be-
ed 1o be fattest and best fit
for menat.

Henry VUL ruled thol waterfowl
ondd weir eggs would be prolected
from Muay 31 to August 31, and
laler Jamwes 1, alforded this pro
Loction to the phebsants and par-
tridges. 1t is believed that some
species of nonsgame birds in Kur-
ope werk protected about 1831,

Another hunting custom  during
Edward's time was one somewhat
ety alent Lo our buck  law. 1L
stated that  “‘warrantable  hort™

So'ybedﬁg Now
Cash Crop

ST. PAUL, Minn. (UPD—Min:
nesola farmers have found a new
staple crop in soybeans, to pace
a notionwide agriculiural  trend

In 1935, Minnesota [armers plant-
ed only 100,000 acres ol soybeans
annually. Last year, ithe [ligure
was three million neres, .

In these 24 years. soybeans have
hecome the fourth largest crop in
an agricultural state long depend-
enl on corn, oats und hay. Min-
nesoln now ranks third in tolal
soybean production behind Illinois
and lowa.

The importance of soybeans is
indicated by national figures. In
1056, there were M9 bushels of
soybeans produced in the United
States: in 1957 the ligure rose to
480 million and the estimated 1950
crop -was 31 million bushels,

MIX-N-BAKE IDEA

NEW YORK (UPH—=Pelit fours
are oasy (o make ab home from
a 10isounce package of pound
cake mix. Mix and bake cake ac-
cording to package dircetions, Cool,
cut. into small squares and frost
with | cup confectioners’ sugar
mixed (o spreading  consistency
with maraschino cherry juice. Gar-
nish each tiny cake with maras-
ching cherry balves or slices,

L ———————

wos defined as a “hart of ten”
(points). Lesser stogs (staggards),
vearlings  (bullocks), fawns
tealves), omd does (hinds), were
either not killed at oll, or only dur-
ing the great Arives where the
King participatied,

Fdward Tukther pointed oul that
“heyond the sea’” (France), deer
were token. “with hounds, with
griy hounds, and with nets, and
with cords, und other harness, with
pits, and with shot (bows! and
ather ging Uraps'. . . . Bul in
Englond, they are nol slain ex-
cepl with hounds or with shot.'*

In the far north early hunting
laws were practiced by the exer:
cising of tuboos. Among the Eski.
mos almost every detail of hont-
ing and of utilizing the caleh way
regulpted Ay these tahoos. The
basis of thi laboos was that land
enimals; like the coribou, and wa-
ter an like seal, walrus and
whule, would be kept separate. It
was the practice of these people
not to edl caribou and seal on the
same day. The Eskimos also had
sensonal restrictions of preserving
one specie of game when anoiher
wis more conveniently al hand
The use of {uel gathered from the
ground, such us Taggols and moss,
was prohibited when a whale was
coptured, for the whale oil was
used as fuel,

In America the ficst of the gmne
laws s usually recognized 1o be
that passed by Connecticul in 1677
It regulated sensons and prohibited
the export ol game, hides  and
skins, By 1500 all of the eriginal
colonies, except Georgin, had es
tablished closed scasons o pro
teel deer. Wi
Act of the Virginia Asspmbly in

n LT, through the fg

1699, prohibited the  killing  of
deer from  Janovary to July, the
fine for violation being 500 pounds
ol tobaceo, Tn 1730 Marvland (ol
lowed suil, the fine being 400
poutids of tobacco. It was also
riled that the hunting of deer by
fivelight was unlowful. The doe
was protected by Vieginia in 1738,
and runping of deer with hounds
wis prohibited by New York in
1788,

Closed scasons on  birds were
first st by New York, and in
1708 that state prolected the heath
hen (now extinet!, rulled gronse,
anuil, and witd turk in 1% it
added the woodeock, Some of the
colonisis (hought furbearers were
ulso saitened  and  Vermont  in
1707 d o closed season on
although It was lilted
four rears later and reestablished
In 1812

OF course, laws are of no vilue
without enforcement and in Mus-
sachusetls there were deer waor
dens a5 early ns 1730 This was
trie of New Hampshive (wo years
later.

The enactment of stale game
laws tollowed close on the heels of
the reteepting  Trontier, renching
the Pacific in California in 1052,
Hy 1880 all of the stoles had game
lows,  The fiest bag  limit (8
praicie chickens per day) appeared
in Town in 1878, )

Markel hunting was first tabooed
by Arkansas in 1875,

A hunting Heense was [irst ee-
fuired by New York i 164 o
resident license by New Jer-
in 1BEA.
ederal supervision of interstate
w hegan with the Lacy Act,
which in 11800 prohibited iolersiole

commerce in illegal game. This 15 days of the season, which ran
was followed by our present Iln:.'.l';i-lhunl Octolier 1 to Jine L how.
tory bird bills, which were intro-|ever, conmercial or market bund-
duce in 1904 =od 1908, but not!iog was brought to a close i Ore-
passed until 118 and  they  were | gun an 14 5. During 1901, deer hides
finsllv snchored to the Constitution | were required lo be tagged belore
by the Conadian treaty of 1046, [ they could be dold, 500 ol these
“In ihe state of Oregon, the fiest|tags were mode and 250 were is.
same low was believed to have stied
been established oo 1872, bul Qt| In 1902, 0 new gane oflicer wis
was not until 1ee8 that the frest|oppointed, this was o man by
fish and, zame protector wis op:|[the name of J. W, Baker, .
pointed. This man, a Mr. Hollistor|  Angling  licenses were required
MeGuire, was to enlorce Ui game | in 1800 and sold for 1. Resident
laws throughout the entire stale hunting lictnse cost was the same.
In 1#95. Oregon established the|The Dirst buck law was also passed
first closure on beaver and placed during this year .
the first dimit on upland  game| In 15 the state of Oregon had
birds. In 109, a L. V. W, Quim:|n working [orce of two game ofli-
bly wos  appointed  as  the oS . -
game and forestey. protecior. | The Oregon Stale Police were
Quimbly was alloted a sum  of |given th msibility of enfore-
$2.000 to carry on his activities| g game in 19310 and at the
and from this money he had pub-fend of the fiseal yenr of 1958 |he
lished 5,000 copies of the gune ne luw enforcement divison of
lasws of the state of distribution to{the Oregon Siale Police was come-
e public poved of 68 men, Also stationed
Duriog this year the ficst bag|i Oregon are four Federal Game
limil of five deer per season was|Manogemen! agents, members of
establishied, the season  ruoning|'he VS, Fish and Wildlife Service,
from July 15 o October 31 Alsofwhose duty it is lo efiforce the
i e Ovegon established its (rst | Fedéral laws as they pertain to
duck season and closed the season | fish and game.
on elk, tho olk s n did nol re (=
en until 1984, During this vear 15
me law violalors were appee
nded and the total ps for the
nted to $7H0
Hmil on trout (125
per doy! was established in 101
und during this yvenr the bag Jim-|
it oon ducks was 5 per day or
100 per week, Ovegons fiest bunt-
ing leense wis requiced in 1901
anid o non-resident license sold for
S100 Comimercial hunting of pheos.
ants was allowed during the last
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DOUGLAS SMELCER, sclected ""Farmor of the Year - 1958" by the supervisors of Lan-
gell Valley Soil Gonservation District, is shown here with part o¥

into one of his improved pastures. The development of this fine pasture is the result of
applying several conservation practices; land leveling to improve IE

age; subsoiling to improve the penetration of water and
to adapt species of grasses and legumes; a well locate

cess water; and last but nof
stand. :
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BOULDER, Cola. (UPD — Sei-
entists: at  Colorado University's
High Altitude Ohservatory were
long puzzled because an observae
tory in Crzechoslovakia continual
Iy reporied more solar flares-—sun
spots—than any other observalory
in the world,

When Colarado’s  Harold  Zirin
embarked recenlly on a 13,0004
mile tour *of the Soviet Union and
castern Europe, he wus asked to
¢heck up on the situation. He came
back with this explanation:

“One scientist who observes sol-
ar flares much as we do is paid
on the basis of the number and
size of the Marves he observes."

Tulelake, California

lant roots in the soil; seeding
drain ditch to remove the ex-
least using good management practices Yo maintain the
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his herd of cattle turned
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