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Soills e regveess Of Nat

Grass" by John J. Ingalls, a Kan:
sas senator who died in 1900,

re,

background.
Grass Is alsa the worlds hest

Her Constant nd{on

soll conservalion.
The farmer or rancher who
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{hére is mow a grass lor.oll lypes

of soils and. climates. Oregon east
of the Cascades is served in ihis
respect by the Soil Consorvation
Services Plant Materials Cenler il
Pullman, Washington, Seed

many of these.grasses s now avail
able commercially. Others are still

“Grass is the lorgiveness of na-| Many of the most beautiful
ture—her constont benediction. lt{scenes on the [ace of Lhe earth
yields no fruit in earth or air, omd bear out these words, as illus-
yel, shoukl its harvest fail for ajtroted by the accompanying ple-
single year, famine would depopu-|ture of the uppér Wood River Val
tate the world.” From “Tribute tolley with the Cascoades in the

soll  builder. The great, lertile|wanls to rebuild & s 6.0 1 worn oul
bréad basket of (he centeal United by cultivation can do it best and
Staies is based on praivie soils ax-llor the least expense with grass,
veloped under grass. The man| Many improved varieties .of
who does a good job of managing grasses have been developed by
grass is nlse doing a good job of Istale and federal nurseries so that

Soil Is Natural Resource Most Valuable To Any Area

Ry JONN TRIBE

Conservation of the basic sol
Tesource  becomwes more than a
maolter of individunal interest. T

becomes a matler of national ine
teresl, necessary 1o the survival
of its people, Solls reflect clearly
the elfoct of rock, climute and
vegelalion

Depletion: of our  natural  re.
sources 15 common knowledge, Soil
depletion  in  the  Mediterranean
couniries with the resulting death
of flourishing citles and  civiliza:
tions Is well known. Proper use of
lond in Klamath County will help
1o avert this “unpardonable sth' of
Joml use. Soil bs o paturnd resourde
more precions than gold, ol oo
diamonds. Soil Is the basis ol o
nvation's wealth, An inventory of
the woil will help in the best use
of the lond. Thus, we have a
soil survey  program in Klanath
Coimiy,

Soils are laid down In sequences
in a fairly orderly faghion, The
different Lind forms of the count
Iy have their own specific 1ypes
ol sdils i wolls of the lowlands
ore mitch ditferent than soils of
the uplands, hills and  terroces
The soll scientist recognizes the
loid fgem be s working in, in-
stinctively knows the vange of solls
he expects to find and starts miethe
odically Tooking for them. He does
this by buring test holes wilh a
soll guger or sometinies with only
a spade. Rock outorops, rond culs,
and  drvigation ditehes ol hold
choes o the soil development of
an - ares, Thiv is why the farm.
era of Klumath Counly may see
aman scrambling aimong 1he rocks
of & clff, pecking away with o
rock hammer, or again, he may

roseen  scrptching away ol @
diteh bank or road cut. Me i
learning the story of how the solls
o Lhe area were loid down. Ir-

rigation ditches also yield many
important artifocts such as he
ceremonial stone in the Mpdoc
Point area and the prehistoric ani-
mal bones in the Merrill-Malin
nrea,

The specific area that Jis 1o be
checked by the soil scientist s
investigated  for  many  things

Hmade

These include s depth, color, tex
| ture, slructure, consi
ttion,  parent  male
drainoge,  permenbility,  acidity,
erosion, roul distribution and other

| pertinent data thot may seem rele-

vant (o the survey progiam, Dur
ing the course of the survey, man

erosion, tln-lvnm-;lIm;: =ml

By RAY 0. PETERSEN

Congervation 1o most  people
means such natural resourees as
soll, timber, or wildlife, There are
other resources that are taken for
granted that are just as impartant
to us and like other resourges
must be conserved and improved
or the natlen will suffer. .

One of these resources is live-
stock, another is poultey, Although
there are adequate  supplies ol
maost meals and milk at this time,
there are a number of forces al
work constantly te cu! down or
fmpale the production of animals
It would be very possible for
one of these destnictive forces 1o
get such a hold that there would
be an extreme shortage of steaks,
chops, or reasts: Meats are nol
anly one ol our lavorite foods but
they are necessury 1o ouwr health
Diseases and parasites are be-
comidg more prevalent and diffi
cull to conlrol as we concentrate
more livestock and poultry on a
smaller area. We are constantly
necding more meal as our popu-
lation increases and our nulrition
al standards are raised. Sipee our
land dFea available for livestock

and poullry decrepses, moere must

Livestock, Poultry Just
As Much A Resource To
Nation As Material ltem

tbe produced on smnller arvas

There are many diseass
world that tld mvdun Hhvestook
nmbers v rapudly. i a con
stant fight were not waged beninst
them,  Fool and mouth 1Ty
brucollosis, cholerp, just to men
tion a few, require constant wateh
ing by producers, velerinarians
and  governmental % whn
are vesponsible lor venting th
introduction and spread of such
Hisenses,

& In the

Just gireventing disease and par
asites from interlering with thi

production of livestack would not
provide the meat o ErOWIng na.
tion. needs. Farmers and ranchers
must employ the  best mianage-
ment practices known to: continue
to improve efficiency and volume
production to satisty our ineregs.
ing needs for meat and milk, *

Livestock raising is very com:
patible with the conservation of
soill, and other resonrces Live
stock needs large supplies of pas
ture and hay. When lind is prop
erly covered with  such plants
livestock have adequate foed snd
the soil is protected against ero.

sion and incidentally provides feed
and sheller for wildlife,

Jdoubly sa

structure and o great quantity of
niin made alkaline soils are evi.

dent. These are caused by poor

rofations,  machinery ¢ tion

in the (rial stage, Soil Conserva:
tion District cooperitors whe
would like fo plant lield trials of
new varieties can sometimes get
seed for this purpose through their
Soll Conservation Districl. Pleture
loken by Gene Gross, SCS.

anil many times, over irrigation.
These areas are shown on the map
s that the technician and farmer
win allevipte the problem,

By checking the elficieney of
|each irvigation system, many als
[kaline spots would be greatly res
(duced. Each  Tarmer should  be
re he is nol over irrigal-
Soils will toke water at @
Crate. no faster,  Plants
air and waler the same as
humans and over irrigation tonds
o restrict soil air ond water move-
tment in the soll. Over frrigation
also comtribites to poor structure.
| inergasing chonces of the rise in
|ilkatine conditions in an olherwise
uoil to neutral grea. Suil depleting
wrops tend 16 ereie poor structure
which slows down air and wiler
|mevement. Soll surveys help (he
|tarmer and the technician to” treamt
il aere lo its best ge.

survey

mlormiation is
i th vlal photographe
ae map syvinbols, surrounded hy
tiandary lines sparoling the dif-
e ol These map symbaols
[ler sre interpreted for the farm-
{er by the u:.»k Wit conseryation-
‘I.'* e wark unit conseryationist
“n.-p.-...r..- with the farmer and
eether they try o work oul a
solution Lo the (armer's problems

To dite, ahout 33 different
soile ‘l'..n\r been found in Klam.
vth Coundy. Theso soils are for.
ther subdivided

. mio phases, be-
cause of welness, unilerlying ma-
feriale,  fextuyes, Xposures  and
vegetation differences T!u'}l

., ' are
:ml phates of these 53 xoils thal
I;-‘»:n:lnl l'ler»nlm;lmml to date, with
o one g Nty
i:--u-cl ¢ hall of the county sar-

Sunveys ore valuable for the for-
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The state of Idaho did mot
have permanent setilers untdl
the gold rush which started in
1860, when Capt, E, D. Fitree
discovered gold in Oro Fino
Creck, in northern Idaho, Then
gold seckers rushed In :m
all directions, From Culifo e
came the men who had fal :
to get rich In the California
gold fields. Clilzens from 3
gon and from the Pujget Soun!
region also flocked in. i

© Encyclopedia Hritannica

pecitta . -

ester, range conservationists, bigh
way departmenl as well a8 the
farmers, When the larmers l:f
Klamath County scc a man wae
dering around their fields with a1
auger and @ map, he is nol o
but is only tracing oul he S
pattern on  their farms If }v'rf
vould see our farms and OIrEe :
in 10 yeors, what kind of far
and people would we se¢!

worth pondering.




