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Castle Lake Proves Ideal Vacation Spot In Shasta

By J. 0. MeKINNEY experiments, and studies thal cov- cessible than the others, I hastent, length, and fin mamd the
Ten miles southwest from (heler about everything that ean be|but ene road leading to and. away catl;d;:sﬂailu um“ﬁ in tl:d ?iﬁtl:
town of Mount Shusta, Castle/connected with fish and fishing. |from its shores which makes ig:s on what wes nl.?be learned, | §
Lake ig snuggled down in & moun-| These 'were not for the benefit of :-'i’:t:i:lng the ﬂﬂr:‘“mm arels | - e
tain-rimmed cove just big enough|Castle Lake alone. It is representa. (MY mple 5
to actommodate ils 48-acre surl-|tive of more than 150 similar gla-| Sevéral points are covered in this| Other phases ol fish life were
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ace. 1t Is at an elevation of 5,600|cler-formed lakes in Northern Cali-|check, Whether the fisherman js aalso ““::‘dm::‘:- Four V"’;“:g'
feel, I8 o scenic gem—and a pis-|fornia. What will fit this lake will|man, woman, or child; whether trout, species
cotorial guinea pig, For 21 yearsinot be far from what will' suc-|iishing

from shore or 'n boal; [Dows inbabited the lake when the

the Californla Department of Fiahlceed in all the others. IL was|county of the angler's
und Game has been conductinglchosen

because il is more ac-land hours fished.

CASTLE LAKE is one of the most scenic small lakes to be found anywhers in the area.
This photo shows the quiet waters, good fishing areas and the majestic sweep of Mt
Shasta abova the calm waters. *—Photo by Joseph Wales

HIGH UP IN THE MOUNTAINS tor the average perion, Castle Lake lies at an elevation
of 5600 feel. This picture was taken in the early morning and imparts a ghostly lock to

the background as the mist rises off the water. —Photo by McKinney

DEEP WATER is to be found over more than half of the “ acres of Castle Lake. The
water just off the chiffs in the background of this phote is 122 feet deep. Depths of 100
feet are found over half the remaining surface. —Phote by Joseph Wales

residence; tests were begun in 1938, Joseph|.
Stomach con-|H- Wales, biologist for The Fish

and Game Department in charge
of the investigations, recorded that
Mackinaw, eastern brook, brown
and rainbow troul were there; with
golden shiners, and black dace
minnows the smaller fish. The
two lalter numbers were probably
i ly introduced by fisher-
men Who used them for bail. The
trowt were planled; the Mackin-
Aaws in 1924,
Fishing soon broughl out several
facts, . One was that while both
Mackinaw and eastern brook trout

cated reproduction, the
browns and rainbows clearly did
not spawn in the lake. These fish
demand streams in which o
spawn, and no stream large
enough for fish to ascend fows
into the lake.

Both Mackinaw, and brook trout
were found lo be spawning over
springs thalt bubble up from
bottom of the lake where a cur-
rent is developed, This would indi-
cale that \hese varielies were fav-
ored for lake planting.

Bul other factors also showed.
One was that Mackinaw troul
thrived mostly on smaller fish—
even Lheir own offspring, bul maost
commonly on castern brook fry.
This is because the brook trout
are {rusting souls as youngsters,
#nd do not shun danger al all. A
|weakness in this combination was
clearly indicaled.

Brown ltroul, loo, were canni-
balistic to a degree. Rainbows not
loo bad. This broughl aboul a pro-
cess~of reasoning that developed
the belief that all fish should be

. |cleared from the lake, and a pew

start made,

On Oclober 39,
was used to kill all fish life in
{he lake. The waler remained tox-
ie until Jone the following year.
Then eastern brook trout were
planted, fin-marked f(or ready
identification. Two plantings of 20,-
000 each were put in the lake

, {and Wales and assistants sal back

lo observe resulls, These were
soon apparenl. A balch of rain-
bows were accidentally introdeced
along with' the brook trout, and
consternation reigned—Ilor awhile,

That was a fortunate slip. The
rainbows thrived on the nalural
food without molesting the brook
trout, They supplied, fish for the
anglers who focked to the lake,
and in every way showed they
and Lhe brookies could co-exist
without incidenl. While the acci-
|denls do not reproduce in the
lake, and must be planted every
year, or iwo, the brook frout now
spawn lo keep a population wilh-
oul having lo be replenished from

Ichthyologist

= Takes Post

In Oregon

MOUNT SHASTA — Joseph H.
Wales, California Fish & Game
Commission biologist, has resigned
his state post lo accepl a place
on the facully of Oregon State
College at Corvallis. The transfer
will be made May 1.

The ichthyologist will have
charge of study, and investigation
of trout ecology in Cregon walers,
The northern state supplies labor-
atory facilities on lhe siream
banks of many of their rivers.

Wales has been with the Cali-
fornia commission for 27 years,
and has resided in Mount Shasta

IM6 rolenond|during that time. His work includ-

ed stream, and habitat improve-
ment, Fish screens were inslalled,
and mainlained under his super-
vision. For more lhan 20 years
he carried ‘out intensive investi-
gations om ftrout life in Castle
Lake where information gained i
now being applied throughout many
olher sections.

_The fisheries expert is respon-
sible for many practices in fish
culture throughoul' all lands where
Lthese things are conducted in a
scientific manner.

RARE PRINTS

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (UPI) — The
Dow Chemical Co. has given a
set of four coloc lithographs, de-
picting the history of paper-mak-
ing to the Stale Universily Col-
lege of Forestry al Syracuse Uni-
versity. Only 150 sets of the prinis
are said to be in existence.

the hatchery. And little cannibal.
Ism is ever noted.

Food for fish is never over-
abundant in Castle Lake. The lake
bed was gouged oul by glaciers in
the long ago, and runs about 120
feet deep over most of the bot-

One spol measures 122 0.
Fresh water shrimp do
not thrive there due to lack of
vegelation, which again is caused
by lack of fertililty, and by a ckill
waler, An application of soy
bean meal was applied once to try
to bring aboul more vegetative
growih, bul resulls did nol appear
e justily continuation. Plankton is
Jpleutiful. and there is an abund-
ance of insect life during sum-
mer. Larvoe of insecls Mot de
\;clop on the lake bollom where
the waler is nol loo deep is about
the only food aside from plank-
ton, that the fish get during the
ong winters,

Mackinaw trout, being so canna-
oalistie, are not favored for plant-
ing im a lake with other trout.
Jul Wales, who has remained in
tharge of all investigations ol the
nke, believes thal a lake with all
Mackinaws, with minnows for food
vould supply lunkers for those who
ike their fish big. There is but
we drawback to this plan as the
sologist sees il Such o lake must
have an access road so that
oonls can be brought im lor use

in fishing. Mackingws are almost
Inever laken save by trolling [rom
boats.

The ichthyologist believes that
fishing should be heavier at Cas-
tle Lake than it is now to keep
a balance belween the fish cen-
sus, and a normal food supply.
Poor roads, and a worse camp
site during recent years is re
sponsible for considerable [alling
off of fishermen, Lack of [unds
by the forest segvice is blamed
for the run-down condition of both
{he road over the last few miles,
and the camp grounds.

A few years ago [ishermen
would come to this lake and camp
for several days of fishing. Now
il one is lucky to gel into ihe
camp grounds. He cannol relax
until he gets, oul of there. It is
that bad.

Bul the wild beauly of the spot

|remaing, along with good [ishing.
Indians feared and shunned the
inke even before the coming of
the white man. They believed that
its deep waters that go down to
122 feet, hid the abode of evil
spirits. Fierce slorms thal @l
times ‘beat the waters to a froth,
aided in that belief,
Bul the road is not loo bad for
a_ careful driver. I one likes it
wild, but beautiful, Casile Lake
will sbundantly fill the bill




