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Telecommunications Class
Busy With 1959 Pelicana

ditions alone represent much worlBy CHARLES WOODHOl SK

Around the world more than
een times in less than one sec-

ond! Fabulous? Of course, k'l

which would accommodate only
about 30 people. In time, ihe num-

ber of guests increased, so the
final programs were moved to the
Pine Grove Room of the Willard
Hotel, adjacent to the studio. As
the crowd grew, these perform

grams which were first introduced
in Klamath Kails in 1944. The
name for such a series was not
selected for some time, but since!
the programs suggested a type!
of "Americana." a ,

of the community for this area.
a more local name was needed

ning. This plan was adopted in
view of the difficulty of assem-

bling Ihe cast and technical equip-
ment for two nights and the un-

availability of the auditorium for
more than one night.

More than an annual stage show.
Pelicana is an project
supervised by the Script and Mi

iabuious, but it's true that your
voice on radio waes travels

ith the speed of li"ht at about
1K6,000 miles a second. Just as ances were moved to the old audi
f.. bilious is the use to which rad
and television waves are put in

As the pelican is the popular bird
of the Klamath Basin, the name
of "Pelicana" was coined and has
been used ever since. For a num-
ber of y ea rs radio speech s t u
dents worked alter school for no
credit, and it wasn't until 1945
that a class was established for
this work.

For many years Pelicana ran
as a variety series on KFJ1. fea-

turing news one week, panel dis-
cussions the next, then music, and
so on, each type of program ro-

tating for listener interest. Every
Pelicana began with a surpris?
opening and signed off with a

torium at (he high school, then
to Pelican Court where a direct
line connected to the studio.

As a weekly series Pelicana
was eventually replaced by other
programs. 'Around Town." '.Mu
sieal Memos," and "Main Street,
but the annua Pelicana show was
retained as an overall project of
the telecommunications students.
Year by year Pelicana grew to
a !J0 minute spectacle of taient.
When the annual production was
moved to Mills auditorium in 1950
it was found that many were be-

ing turned away. So for the last
four years Pelicana has featured
two performances the same eve- -

but Ihe real job comes later when
the actual arrangement of stage
equipment and the running se-

quence of the program must be
mapped out. Also, technical equip
ment lighting, public address,
and recording 30 minutes of

is featured on a delayed
broadcast) must be set up anl
tested. On the big night, perform,
ers must be registered at roll call
and lined up on Ihe call hoard
according to appearance on the
program, and after their perform
ance on Ihe first show, they must
be assembled again for the second
show.

Each performance usually biin.
a capacity audience so Ihut trai
fic and parking must be bandied
quickly and efficiently, particular
ly to avoid a traffic tie-u- with
the departing first-sho- audience
and the arriving second-perfor-

ance spectators. The Exchange
Club of Klamath Falls has spon
sored Pelicana for many years,
and its members take over many
important jobs: traffic control,
house management, and finance.
Even the members' wives help
out wherever needed. Since no
admission charge is made for

money for expenses is se-

cured through individual business-fir-

subscriptions which assure
merchants of newspaper, program
and radio advertising. The annuai
budget of Pelicana is about $.100

pelican egg. Ivpical opening

crophone Guild. What is the

guild? It comprises those radio
television students who have prov-
en their worth by maintaining a

grade point average in all sub-

jects of 2.5 or better and who
continues with individual projects
after completing the course. It is
not a club for there are no fees
of any kind: it promises nothing
but a chance to do individual

broadcasting, writing, and an-

nouncing work for which the mem-

bers receive no academic credit.
From Ihe guild ranks many have
gone into the broadcasting profes-
sion as announcers, station mana-

gers, and specialty people in ra-

dio and television, and still others
are using their telecom skills in
the fields of entertainment, auc-

tioneering, ministry, and other
professions.

To prepare a Pelicana show re-

quires several months of planning
and organizing search for talent,
financing, publicity, and corres-
pondence. Usually, two auditions
to select talent are held at which
local business people and

personnel choose the
best acts, not so much for profes-
sional performance as for

appeal. In other words ev-

erybody, young and old, has a
chance to appear in Pelicana. Reg-
istration and scheduling the au

l irst Speaker, lurn off that ra-
dio!" Second Speaker. But it s

lime for Pelicana." First Speak
er, "I said lurn that radio off."

the fields of educational and com-
mercial radio. But this is just
part of the story of telecommu-
nication! at Klamath I'nion High
bthool.

Telecommunications means com-
munication by electronic means

by radio, television, recorder,
public address, and

To adapt speech-t- these
different methods of transmission
is the chief objective of the course
in telecommunications.

In 1!M1 radio programs at the
high school were begun as a part

i a course in journalism and
news report ing Kach issue of
the Klamath Kraler every two
weeks was followed by a

late news summary on Radio
Station KKJI. This program was
called "The Pelican Reporter.
After about a year, these pro
grams were discontinued, and for
ijuile some time there was no or
ganized broadcasting at the high
cbooL
Later on a series of experimen-

tal programs was launched as a
pilot project at the University
Washington with the idea of bring
ing community and school closer
together. Out of these trial broad
casts in which Seattle school s

took part came the basic
idea for a series of radio pro

Second Speaker. ' But whv ? '

First Speaker. "Because I have a
belter radio lor Pelicana. Here it
is: turn it on." A customary peli
can egg sign-of- f went like this

Before we say good night, here's
pelican egg that's just been

THE (OVER
Symbolic of the activ-

ities of the telecom-
munications group at
Kl'HS is this shot of a
microphone superim-
posed over a bulletin
hoard of the radio
class. Students in this
Classification will
present Pelicana this
year on April 10.

laid. If you are suflcring from
falling hair, and want something
to keep it in. get a cardboard
box." This is strictly original of which about $125 goes for news
homespun "humor." paper advertising, $110 for print

ed souvenir programs, a n d theAt the end of a series of Peli
ana in the spring, the public was
mitcd to a special

balance for staging, lights, and

(Continued on Page 3)broadcast at the small siudio
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