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Beauty In Stone Proved
By Basin's Rockhounds

By BILL JENKINS

Almest all of us have heard ot
one time or another about that
dedicated group of hubbyists called
rovkhounds, but it wase't umtil]
Bill Vernon dropped In st the Her
ald and News office n loew woeks
age that I knew the extent of rock.
bound activities here in the Basm
Bill, a short, slocky Eroving
min who has been too busy to sel-
tie down ever since he “retired"”
is the field chairman of the Klam-
ath Mineral Club. It is his job to
decide when and whore the n-:|uh|
will go on ils three to five trips
atield  each year.. Which means |

it it ks his responsibility to se
iUt the members dre taken into |
that are prodictive of u..-|
gem  stones Lthey desire. |

tas

Particularly in view of the et
thot mest rockhounds are ol on
their own a good deal of the time
and every member has' a pretly
pood Mea ag te which area is go
ing 1o be best. But Rill, who has
even enough patience (o iry and ex
plain the intricate hobby to a
writer like me, seems o manage
m fine style, |

This hobby, T found, is ne casual |
afinir conducted along srictly lo
cul Unes, The various rdekhound
proups are welded into a2 nation
wide, and even worldwide, argani-|
zalion. They have their awn pub
Heation called Gems amd  Miner
wld. a monthly magazine published
in Mentooe, California, under llm(

guiding hand of Editer Don Moc-
Luchlan, dealing with all aspects
of the hobby. Mest of the groups,
melnding the Klamath  Mmeral
Club. are affilisted with the Amer
iwan Federation ol Minetralogical
Sucicties. A Northwest Federation

THIS COLLECTION OF AGATES made into various kinds | and then mounted in the rings, necklaces and other eor-
of jewelry is the property of Klamath Mineral Club mem. namenis, The Kindvaters have their shop at 79 Lincoln
bers Paul and Agnes Kind,;uur. The agates were all found | Sireet. '

by the Kindsvaters on field trips, cut and polished by them | F

THE COVER

John Yaden, who ’
bears the distinetion of ||
being the pioneer rock- |
hound in the Basin, is
pictured here with a
highly polished slab of
a stone called, in his [
honor, Yadenite. On |
the wallb hind him are
other examples of the |
rockhound’s art. See |
story and pictures for
further details.

Directory s published on page 42|
of which is listed 1he H!.-m..ah"
b amd its  olficers

Not are imembers limited to this |
maghzine. There bre such books
us The Art ol Gem Cotting by
Dr H C Druke. mow in its sixth
ponting. Simon avd Schuster have
published a book In pockel I'm'lr-]
Culled Rocks and Mimverals by Zim
Sholfer and Forlman -m& in a
guide W minerals, gems  and
rovks

Prake his also published a field
gde for rockhounds lied Norih

west Gemn Trasls Agate Areas of

Oregon & a slim  litle  volumd

desgriting 16 gem locations in de

tal A am eaample, en page

three of This bittle guide we find|

listed the following under the A

bheailing of Greonsprings \Imu|| .

eV ' 5 Iu:. miles up u-l-;h INSPECTING A CHUNK of opalizted wood r?cl:od up on | PAUL AND AGNES KINDSVATER are shown here with a
'I":*“ :'I‘ f..,".’ -.'ﬂ!\\}'jrlr:n'!;;;";l ll‘ the Hunt ranch in the Fish Hole area east of Klamath are  portion of their colleclion of mounted gemstones. The

way 6 are beautiful banded blue | Clarence dnd Frieda Cornett. This substance is used by | couple started their career as rockhounds some four years
green apales snd goodes. Nedules| rockhounds in the manufacture of such things as bookends, #go a3 a hobby. Since that time they have developed an
are m plice in & basalt seam.| paper weights and other bulky and heavy objects as well | agate shop on a part-time commercial basis. Their shop is

expimed by hiway out on lefl »u)ti a4 in reqular gemutone jewelry, at 79 Lincoln Streel.

of the read Whem Ihis eut was| e — — - - s

:I,n--l.-‘ ”:-ll;- g "l'_-l'i\‘!nl'u.:\‘:;!f ‘;":..l e (remn Prineville &8 one Or}f(l(llﬂcilmls make frequent trips 1o/ are more than wilhng te offer anl|pensive. There s abways  sone

bank. ( tha . near Pipe |the richest agatebearing arcas in|ibe Prineville area to share i thisland ady e lo thowe mteresied thing new amd interesting te sev or

Busest oA vty of agatefthe world From this limided area|miseral wealih They are an: enthusiastic bunch do \‘Rr shouwld have started years

malte along Jenny Creek nes; [Come  superh  plume, iris, moss The subject is too complex to be|ol peaple. A iypical quote is from|*F®

the hiway | #oud limb caxis, obsidion and jas-|covered in any one arficle, partice. [one of the members: “Although we| Or amother statement made by 2
Next in line, woder the heading! «t m many beillisot colors.™ larly by a laymam wha has mever [have Just started we find bemg|man and wife team: “‘Being #

of Central Oregon, we Oiod the| Talking lo Bill Vernon 1 findldone anything but threw a stone, [rockhounds s very interosting and —

Sallowing: "Withis & radius o ). hot @ gieal many of the local pel polish it. Bul the rockhounds|alse educational And nol oo ea- iCentinved on Page 3)



