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By FRED DANZK1
United Press International

NKW YORK l'PI The concert-fcot-

approached a musician at-

tired in simple charcoal gray
tunic with side vents and

Miff collar and said 'Take me to
your leader."

The musician, who somewhat re-

sembled a military academy ca-

det from outer space, laughed and
nodded in the direction of his lead

er, Leonard Bernstein, the
old conductor for the New York
Philharmonic Symphony. (bancs

To the Superb Music
of Sotch & Wilbur in

As the first American-bor- mu - ew
sic director in the Philharmonic's that

history, Bernstein is mak-jfo-

ing the most of his musician- - even

ship and his flair for showman to
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the major works of the evening
with brief, informal, sometimes
humorous comments. Bernstein's
lectures', as those will recall who
have seen him perform on the
"Omnibus" ele ision shows, in- -

'elude snatches erf song, piano play
ing, and many easy-t- - grasp
ideas.

"It's better than having the mus-
ic just thrown at you by some
John Foster Doe," he said.

The Thursday night audiences.
judging from the applause, enjoy
the Bernstein approach although

have complained
his comments are too basic

their sophisticated tastes. But
the orchestra pays attention

his lectures.

cause were intimately bound up
in all the ideas he presents lie
brines historical perspective to the
music we re playing and makes it
a liing thing rather than a thing
we have no contact with."

In one lecture on Charles Ives,
before diving into es' Second
Symphony, Bernstein commented.
"He has e erything in this sym-

phony from Beethoven's Fifth to

Turkey in the Straw, " ami pro
ceedtd to demonstrate He played
some tunes on a handy piano,
sang hits of Ihe uospel hymn.

Bringing in the Sheaves." and
the college ballad. "Where 0
Where are the PeaCreen Fresh-
men ' '?

Directors of the orchestra's fi-

nancial affairs are jubilant about
the life Bernstein has given their
morale and finances "We're 95

per cent sold out for the s .iMin
and the greatest demand is for the

Thursday night preview." said a
Philharmonic official. "This K our

biggest subscription ever."
Another noted. "WVre attracting

a whole new younger audience."
With it nil. Bernstein shows no

signs of letting up.
After meeting with the rbilhar

monic s aireciors io im-- w

jhis plans for next season, one
tiied out, "Heavens' This man is

sending up'&ky rockets!"
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ship. He has enlivened tradition- - We linrt nis talks very absorb-all-

todgy Thursday night pre- - ing," said cellist Nathan Stutch.

iew concerts by adding the uni-- We're at least as interesietl as
forms and some dci sonal c o in- .the audience, if not more so. be- -

ments. These weekly conceits, as
'a result, have become one of the
riiv's hipL'pst box office attrac

lAItJI

Bernstein ordered the $85 uni
forms the musicians call them

"Chiang suits ' to con
Itinue an old Kuropean tradition.
Such tunics were standard re
beerUsI garb in Europe and Bern

'stein felt it was a tradition wor
thv of perpetuation. The men in

his orchestra wear the
uniforms only for the Thursday
nieht concert, which is a preview
of the Friday, Saturday and Sun

day programs. Full dress suitB
are still dc riguer for the regular
concerts.

"Some of the wind plyers have
a little difficulty with the high
collar in the tunic." said James
Chambers, first horn player, "but
it's really quite comfortable We

can wear just t shirts underneath.'
The preview concerts apparent

lv have caunht on as neatly a

the uniforms. "It's like a shot of

adrenalin," remarked one Philhar-
monic regular.

"Never has Carnegie Mali oozed
so much spirit." wrote a critic.

The change came because iiern
stein is not content merely io wain
out, lead the orchestra through
some classical selections, take a
bow and alk off. He introduces
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