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Church Membership Hits Peak, Counselors Wonder If It Marlt§ Revival

By LOUIS CASSELS
United Press International

Boom conditions prevailed in 1968
in all areas of American religious
lile Lhai can be measured by sta-
Lixtics,

Church membership rose W a
pew high of 104 million persons,
&l per cenl of the population. Sun-
day Schood enrollment, Bible sales
and contributions to religious caus-
e sel pew records. Church build-
ing snapped back from a briel re
orsslon o equal 1957 s breathlak-
img oullay of $865 000,000,

Not all church leaders lound these
figures comforting. Some felt, with
the Christian Century magazine,
thal America’s popular piely was
superlicial and seil centered, that
& was ellen no more than a vague
“faith in faith.”

an increasing number ol
clergymen saw a genuine quest for
ultimate truths by millions of peo
ple who no longer believe that sei-
enec has all the answers, or thal
material prosperity is all you need
te be happy.

Despite the external evidences of
a continuing religions revival, few
church leaders were Teady to say
that Amwerica had already become
a “natlen under God™ For M58
also witnessed outbreaks of hatred
and viclence, a risng incudence ol
erume, divorce and alcoholism, and
other xymptoms of moral deleciora-
Lon m American sociely,

Most disturbing desvelopment of
the vear, to many churchmen, was
a shurp rise m racial lensions
Leaders of every major denomina-
lion expressed concern ubout the
uply passions aroused by the schoel
desegregation dispute. They ap-
pealed to church members to work
colmly and coorageously for a
Christian solution.

This attempt to carry ot a
“minisiry of reconciliation™ im the
racial crisis s likely to be a ma-
Jor precccupation of the churches
i» the coming vear

For America’s 35 million Roman
Catholics, 1958 was a vear of be-
reavement. Samuel Cardinal Stritch
of Chicngo died of a siroke seon
alter he bad been called to the
Viotiean as= the first American pre-
lale to hold a high post in the
Roman Curia. Pope Fins XIL re-
vered by millions of Prolestants as
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well as Cathol died in O

while preparing lo attend the con-

.icluding Archbishops Richard J. i the U
Edward Cardinal Mooney of De- Cushing of Philsdelphia and John byterian Church formally mer
troit suffered a fatal beart attack O'Hara of Philadelphia.

S A. and the United Pres-

in colorful ceremonies st Pilts-
Protestanis also gol new leaders. burgh 1o form the pation's third

clave st which a new pope was Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, a St Louis Jargest Protestant  denomination.

elected.

But there was good pews, too
Pope John XXIII, the former. Car-
dinal Roncalli ol Venice, gquickly

Baptist pastor, look over as pxmul‘-_l-umrmm reached major agree-
dent of the National Council Wi
:"huu'hu Anolher SU Louis clergy- merger in 1960. Methodist and Epis-
man, the Rt. Rev. Arthur C. Litch- | capalian negolialors came up with

menis looking toward a four-way

won the affections of American lenberger, was elected Presiding a long range program for moving

Catholics by his easy manner and|Bishop of the I-:pu-copall :“h‘:ub l;‘ward oo
Mrs. William Sale Terrel Jest | change e r
Hariford, Conn.. was elecled Presi-| The November elections provided jan expanded US. foreign aid pro-

dent of United Church Women

comimon touch, and by the vigor
with which he set aboul reorganic-
ing the Vatican's neglected admin-
istrative machinery,

At a Dec. 15 consistory, Pope
John created 23 new cardinals, in

inlercommmunion  and- ex-

wrong evidence that religious prrjl_.l-
The church unity movement cop-{dice is a diminishing factor in

ltinued to make Slow but steady|American politics. A numbee of g
;:rugrna. The Presbyterian Church Calholic candidales won major of-|snd other private reliel.

fices in predominantly noo Cithe

ged|lic siales, and a Jewish candidale

ran up the biggest gubernitorial
plurality in the history of his staje,
As usual, the

|gelher on seme issues, snd split
\sharply oo others. The sl..rmg‘:n
|unity was evident on the moral
necessily ﬂ_ sharing Amirica’s
abundance with Jess lortunale pee
ple abrond, Church leaders of all
faiths urged Congress to approve

|gram. On their ewn, religious or
|Banizations seml overseas nearly
1$300,000,000 worth of food, cluhing

gett, manager of the big pleat,

ORDERED CONFUSION i« the way it works out af the
Wyandotte olive plant in Oroville, This scene sthows the
workmen sending the sealed cans of ripa olives from the
canning machine to the cocker. The big pitting machine

A CONSTANT CHECK on the quality of the ripe olives
going into the cans at the Wyandotte plant is kept by
Mrs. Eva Sprowl, forelady, whe has been an employe of the
plant since 1923, She s shown here with EHon W, Leg-

process.

sits to the far left of the picture. Overhead it a conveyor
carrying the empty cans to the sterting point of the whele

THIS FILTER is one used in the final stages of purifying the
olive oil. The filters are confained in the drum at the lop
of the machine and are changed when they fill up. No pains
are spared by Wyandote in making sure that the oil
of the highest quality.



