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Church Membership Hits Peak, Counselors Wonder If It Marks Revival
l .k. ii t l aiwt lha United Pres- - fices in predominantly non Catho-

lic states and a Jewivh .biu,4.i.
ran up the biggest gubernatorial

well as Catholics, died in October.
Edward Cardinal Mooney of De-
troit suffered a fatal heart attack
while preparing to attend the con-
clave at which a new pope was

plurality in ine nistory ol his stale.
As usual, the churches stood to-

gether on some Luiim aiw!elected.

bvterian Church formally merged
in colorful ceremonies at Pitts-

burgh to form the nation's third
largest Protestant denomination.
Lutherans reached major agree-
ments looking toward a four-wa-

merger in 1960. Methodist and
negotiators came up with

a long range program for moving
toward intercommunion and ex

But there was good news, too
Pope John XXIII. the former. Car

cluding Archbishops Richard J.
Cushing of Philadelphia and John
O'Hara of Philadelphia.

Protestants also got new leaders
Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, a St. Louis

Baptist pastor, took over as presi-
dent of the National Council of

Churches. Another St. Louis clergy-
man, the Rt. Rev. Arthur C.

was elected Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church.
Mrs. William Sale Terrel of West
Hartford. Conn., was elected Presi-
dent of United Church Women.

The church unity movement con

sharply on others. The strongest
unity was evident on the moral
necessity of sharing America's
abundance with lefts fortunate peo-

ple abroad. Church leaders of all

dinal Roncalli of Venice, quickly
won the atfcctions of American

change of clergy.
Ttw Vm wnlwr elections oro ided ,.r evnarwied IT S foreicm aut

Catholics by his easy manner and
common touch, and by the vigor
with which he set about reorganiz-
ing the Vatican's neglected admin-
istrative machinery.

strong evidence that religious preju-
dice is a diminishing factor in

gram. On their own, religious or-

ganizations sent overseas nearly
$300 ooo ooo worth of food, clothing
and other private relief.

tinued to make slow but steadyAt a Dec. 15 consistory. Pone American politics. A number 01

Catholic candidates won major of- -John created 23 new cardinals, in progress. The Presbyterian Church

By Ol IS CASSELS
I miii Prcw laleraaiiMal

Boom conditions prevailed in 1968
in all areas of American religious
life that can be measured by sta-
tistics.

Church membership rose U a
Dew high of 104 million persons,
61 per cent of the population, Sun-

day School enrollment. Bible sales
and contributions to religious caus-
es set new records. Church build-

ing snapped back from a brief re-

cession to equal 1957 s breathtak-
ing outlay of $865,000,000.

Not all church leaders found these
figures comforting. Some felt, with
the Christian Century magazine,
that America's popular piety was
superficial and self centered, that
it was often no more than a vague
"faith in faith."

But an increasing number of
clergymen saw a genuine quest for
ultimate truths by millions of peo-
ple who no longer believe that sci-
ence has all the answers, or that
material prosperity is all you need
to be happy.

Despite the external evidences of
a continuing religious revival, few
church leaders were Teady to say
that America had already become
a "natton under God " For W5fl
also witnessed outbreaks of hatred
and violence, a riMng incidence of

crime, divorce and alcoholism, and
other symptoms of moral deteriora-
tion in American society.

Most disturbing development of
the year, to many churchmen, was
a sharp rise in racial tensions.
Leaders of every major denomina-
tion expressed concern about the
ugly passions aroused by the school
desegregation dispute. They ap-

pealed to church members to work
calmly and courageously for a
Christian solution.

This attempt to carry out a
"ministry of reconciliation" m the
racial crisis is likely to be a ma-

jor preoccupation of the churches
to the coming year.

For America's 3S million Roman
Catholics. 1958 was a year of be-

reavement. Samuel Cardinal Stritch
mt Chicago died of a stroke soon
after he nad been called to the
Vatican as the first American pre-
late to hold a hith post in the
Roman Curia. Pope Fins XII re-

vered by millions of Protestants as
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sits to the far left of the, picture. Overhead is a conveyor
carrying the empty cans to the starting point of the whole
process.

ORDERED CONFUSION It the way H works out at th

Wyandott olive plant in OrovilU, This teen shows the
workmen sonding the seated cans of ripe olives from the
cannmg machine to th cooker. The big pitting machine
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A CONSTANT CHECK on the quality of the ripe olives
going into the cans at the Wyandotte plant is kept by
Mrs. Eva Sprowl, foreledy, who has been an employe of the
plant since 1923. She is shown horn with fctton W.

manager of the big plnnt.

THIS FILTER it one used in the final stages of purifying the
olive oil. The fillers are contained in th drum at the top
of th machine and are changed when thy fill up. No pains
are spared by Wyandott in making lure that th oil
of th highest quality.
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