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Tag War

"Protecting the public from spur-
ious bargains like these has be-
come one of our major concerns,"
said Harry A. Babcock, executive
director of the FTC.

"Unless we can bring an end
to this trickery, the day will come
when reputable merchants, in or-
der to survive, will be forced to
the same tactics. The result would
be that consumers would lose con
fidence m all. price advertising."

Babcock said more than 30 per
cent of the orders issued by the
FTC in the past year have been
aimed at phony price claims.

The commission Is preparing to
issue a new eight-poin- t guide to
industry on what kinds of price
claims are illegal.

It is hoped that this spelling out
of the rules will have a salutary
effect on essentially honest manu-
facturers and retailers who are
tempted to join the phony pricing
racket on the theory that "every-
body's doing it."

The FTC's biggest hope for
stamping out the racket lies In ed-

ucating consumers to do a little
shopping before buy-

ing "bargains" marked down from
fictitious "regular" prices.

"There will 'always be huck-
sters," said Earl W. Kintner. FTC
general counsel. "But a more so-

phisticated public will reduce their
profits."

Woman, 72,
Takes Trip

BEN LOMOND, Calif. (UPI)- -A
woman, who believes

that "people get it in their heads
they are too old to do things,"
has just completed an 8,000-mil- e

camping trip to Alaska.
Mrs. Etta Konigshofer, who in-

tends to live another 30 years,
made the trip in a Volkswaeen
Microbus equipped with running
waier ana electricity.

"Everywhere people were
amazed that I traveled alone," she
said. "But alone is a wonderful
word. There was no reason for
me to be afraid. Who would harm
an old woman?" .

During the three-mont- h trip to.
Alaska Mrs. Konigshofer camped
at open-ai- r campsites along the
way. She said the expedition tost

WASHINGTON (UPI) - Millions
of American consumers are being
played for suckers by a fictitious
pricing racket that appeals to bar-
gain hunters.

The Federal Trade Commission.
the Better Business Bureaus, and
the Advertising Federation of
America are working hard to stamp
out tne racket. But they won t get
far until individual consumers wise
up to tricks that are being played
on tnem. .

There are many different eim
micks, say FTC officials, but thev
an are aimed at the same end
Making you think a product is
Deing ottered at a marked-down- ,

sacrifice or bargain once.
when it actually is selling at a
normal retail price with full mark
up.

This simple rule will keep a shop
per from falling into any of these
traps: Buy on the basis of the

now" price, and ignore all claims
about the "former" price, the

regular" price, or the "sueeest-
ed price."

One of the most widespread
forms of price trickery is called

' The Drice
clearly says $9.95, but the product
is advertised for $4.95. Sometimes
this reflects a genuine bargain the'
store nas marked down a slow-

moving Item for clearance. But it
also can mean that the retail price
was $4.95 all along, and the $9.95
ticket was stuck on simply to make
the shopper think she is getting a
bargain.

Some shoppers have become evn- -
ical aboift "mark-downs- " that are
documented only by the retail
store's own price tags. So refine
ments nave been introduced in

The sophisticated ap-
proach now is to have the phony
"regular" price emblazoned op the
package by the manufacturer.

Sometimes this kind of "coopera
tion between manufacturer and
merchant is carried even further,
with the consumer as the victim.

Recently, the FTC charged a firm
in New York with putting $1.95
price tags on hosiery and adver-
tising this price in nationally-cir- -

cuiaiea magazines.
Small quantities of the stockings

actually were sold in retail stores
at $1.65 a pair. Then the manufac
turer sharply reduced its whole-
sale price and aided the cooperat
ing retail stores in putting on huge
"half-pric- e sales."

The stockings sold like hot cakes
at 99 cents a pair to women who
had "eea them advertised at $1.95.
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