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Council Not Unanimous On Wisdom Of Expedition

By GEORGE W. CORNELL
Assoclated Press Religion Writer

The caravan stood in readiness.|Moses heard God on fiery Sinai|loothills of the Zagros

It hod taken nearly three months
to prepare for the 1200:mile jour-
ney. Shouts of leather-shirted cal
vary officers mingled with the
bawl of animals as supplies ‘were
loaded

somewhere . somewhore in
Juden . was the destination,

The chiel camoleer rushed ahout,
yelling instructions and gesluring
violently, as sweating slaves holst-
ed rupe crates and grain bags lo
the backs of kneeling freight
beasts. Dust swirled in the bright
Fersian sunlight,

lonkets, tents. fopdstuifs, wa-
ter flasks and other necessities,
glong with chests of rare treas-
ures, were slowed on the wooden
pack saddles, divided equally by

weight on cither side. and bournd 1|\m councils to the King, it may|Euphrates bridge

{o the wuprights.

Since it would be a rigorous trip,
only about 400 pounds of cargo,

two-thirds  the usual maximum,
was placed on each camel.
crowd of jostling  Lownspeaple

looked on, women veiled fn the
thadors: dark, hirsute
laughing eyes,

"A fool's expedition! Those grey-
beurds chase the wind.”

Behind a brick wall, inside the
palace of the royal Magian Coun-
til, a circle of white-gowned men
gal around a fire, staring silently
into its leaping flames

Among them were |he three (the
number and their identifications
are matiers of divergenl ancient
accounts, byt the most commaon
listing s used hered who had de-
lermined Lo Ieack the
B slar.

They were Melchior, pale, old,
white-bearded; Gaspar, a tall, rud-
dy voung pries!, and black-skinned
Balthasar, of medium age and st
ure, whose ancestors may have
come to Persia in the days when
Its empire stretched to Elhiopin.

Not all their fellow Mag con.
‘doned Lhis quest to honor a hypo-
thetical “'Blessed One' of alien
birth. Nor would they, as the cn-
Sulng years proved, accept ils val-
ddity, It smacked of national dis-
Joyally.

» Bul the tenacily-of High Magus
Melchior and his supporters had
Jovercome this narrow  view,
$lrange mission was decreed.
Secking Divine  guldance,

ir
men with

the

‘counsellors sal now to '“contemy-
Jplate the beams of the fire with a

L.
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Hand 1ad Bady Latien) $1,.00
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Your Neighborhood Druggist

mast pious mind."" So their proph- water lakes and yapping jackals,

el, Zarathrustra, had laught. So
and in a burning bush

Finally, the group rose and filed
out of the altir room

well embraces, the three travelers into

donned  their turbans and  lur-

Alter fare- sta's western r

eled

on through the woodid
The caravan climbed the
alls into the mountains on Per-

1. and descended
Wild
carnit

steep

the
bours,

lowla
cheetans

beyond,
and other

trimmed cloaks, strode out to the vores infested the arca and buol
waiting tramn and mounted their | buls seing from the hox trees

dromedarics,

“Khikh!"" The gutteral command  #>
burst (rom the camoleers. They tburages, even though the fratricl-
3 { heldol King Phraates IV, dominuted
s, to Lheir feet,|by an Italian concubine he called
bowmen | “the goddess Musa.” had no taste

jerked at the hall and
heasts rose, growli

|The lroop of

£y

mounted

he military escort was supplied
H uline to such voyal en-

(1]

moved forward, the golden eagle lor the mission.

ol Persia {luttering on their ban-
ners
The long trek was on

The squadron of helmeted arche
ers, with their himedimbed horses,
led the column down into the plain

In whal city the march began is|ol Appolloniatis, on past the proud-

buit

uneertain, since the

Ingian Iy independent eity of Scloucia be-

priesthood served as one of the|side the Tigris, and as far as the

wve been the
northern

| gates."”

at Hecatompylos,

For them to go farther might

capital "ol a hundred|have appearcd warlike. The Magi

antd their retinue of servants likely

Or, they may have left trom the | continued (rom there alane. A long,

|winter castle in Ctesiphon, with U8 |hard road. af many months, lay
n

Istately domes arcades, or
from the [ortmer hundred-columned
capitol st Persepolis, or the once-
sovereign western city, Susa.

At any rate, despile some tradi- |
tions saving each of them came
|Irom different places such as Mo,
jdia, India, Tharsis, Arabia,
|h:il and Ethiopia, this is [latly
ifuted by the Apostle Matthew who|
jcites a single homeland — “their
|own country.'
| The overriding evidence is that
{this was Persia. In'the original
Greek, Matthew's gospel specifies
{the “Magi." who al the time of
| Jesu

Nu-:

learned priestly caste of Persin

Maltthew's original language alsp| Wise.”

(connotes “'the Far East,” and com-
parisons with other documents of

|phrase used for the area of [
since it then was under a Parthian |
|dynasty. |
The weight ol tradition agrees.
It may be that other nationalities
|sometimes mentioned refer to ra-
cial backgronnds, since in the past
|heydey of Parsian empire their re-
gions h
were,
Thus, the

venturesome  Magl,
leaving behind

Persia's barren ex-

€ panse of Drangiana with ils salt-|
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«+« MOST BEWITCHING
FRAGRANCE
UNIDER THE TREE!
Midnight! She’ll call it the high
paint in her holiday gifi-opening.
You'll call it the stroke of
geniue on your part, as the giver
..and rightly sa! For Midnight
hus such a special appeal for
all women and comes in so many
wanderful ways, the giving is
rany...the reception, sure delight!
Prices plus tax

TU 44321

|a year, other travel logs of

s' birth and [or centuries he. #cute perception than usual,”
P i | ¥ + 9 ary
genesis Offfore were widely known as thel¢onlemporary "
calls  them “Divinely!

8l-11he era show this was the common! 2.
Persia, |

ad been included. Some sl

aheud,

They tramped on
chaffed their legs: the sun burned
their skin and dust caked their
eyes, The trip topk six months ta
Lhe

The satldles

period indicate.
What kind of men were these

T wha discerned a still small voice,

and pursued it across o continent?
The annals of that time tell of

{their knowledge and insight.

Philo, then an Alexandrion philos

|sopher, said the Magi “behold (he
| books

of the nature with

A
Roman  scholar,

Apuleius,

%
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Wisdom of Selomon

Tl A

he 3] ek lor God  Leing
it witn His works.” The

ancient ' Greek  geographtr, Hero

dotus, =ald that in all the world's
Was one shining excep-
ruth-loving Magi

ignorance
tion—the

Many  other ancient  scholars,
Plutarel, Diogenes, Lacertivus, Pli-
ny, all spoak of the Magion acully

They were olficial  tutors ol
princes, Persian  and  Parthian
| alike,

But none ol this explains the

impetus that took them hundreds
of miles, ‘in brofling heat of day

‘commenl a5 he talked with & 1o

porter in the stale prison here

Maonday £
Millig then into custody ¢

i Texas severn! 5 ago and|C

then velormed biere

pitated by o star, and as lgna
tius described (t in the First Cen-
tiry, it “shone in m bevond

all other stars

. 1t Tight was

nexpressible Men's ignor

ance Was laken awny

ol

It was in dhat instant, in a lare

intuition  and conviction, that
he Magi had known heaven had
ouched earth, So they traveled on

and on, south along the great
irade roule trom Damascus. along
the eas nore of Galilee, across
the Jericho {ord over the Jordan,|

and to Jertsalym

1

directional

They arrived there, nol with any
nap or preordained itinerary or
signals, but with the

and chill of night, across the wide|burning force with which they
started—the sorce that outruns all

Syrian desert Lo Haleb or ‘Tud-
and on along the dusty high:
o Da

They camped at might in their
black goat-hair tents, for it would
not be fitting lor regal personages
to stop in foreign hostels, with!
thoir dancers, hoxers, knile-throw.
ers ond comediuns bulancing  un-
derfed infunis atop poles

The brilllant star they had seen
“in the east” or more specifically
transiated ot the rlsing” appar-
ently did not guide them, tor Judea
ay o the west beside the Medi-
terranean—not o the east.

Part of their secret may have
been in thewr “Zendovesta,” the|
lioary, mystical record of which|
only one of 21 books survive, Or|
it may have been in the labyrin.
thine, dateless processes of Lhe|
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Escapee From State Prison Spent 5 Years As Minister

"I can't preach laws T hiven't,  Following s escape, Milligan| childeen, he said, and his wile ia
'E“'-"!'d - I?‘<':'1 Milligan.  lanky. caid, he marvied He now his twolexpecting  another
HON {1148 o --- _— ettt - b .
Evervthing 1 do now will be
" he said
W spent most ol
I|'\." “""'-':1
£ and also a

Tiinister
“hurch
Milhigan smd I

Assemibly a0t

was senl o the

T didn't live in constant fear prison on a two-sear term for car
during the five vears my Irees hell
dom, but | knew sooner or latiy Priot (6 that, be sadid, he had
that 1 'would be picked up,” he just been roaming around (ollow
said mg his discharge from the ser "
il c adiin 1ok Aller s W ol silligin
Do mandthelstic bellats with - Judn- said, he wi away  from U :
1:1! ‘,Iz!\.l' it yearning for the king Prison’s annex In & class by itself
of Kinps 71 Milligan | It go into since 1830 3
Whatever the explanation, the court 3oon and A plea of .
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Plainly Isbaled on every ca
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Big car quality, sized just right. Seats six adults easily, nearly three feet
shorter outside, easier to get in and out of. 27 Delivers top mileage, peak
performance, on regular low-cost gas. 2 Easier to park and tura, fun to
drive. 52 Costs less to buy, far less 1o operate. Smart. .. Sensible... Spirited

It's Your New Dimension in Motoring

Look and Learn today at,..

DELEIGH MOTORS, 239 MAIN STREET
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any weather favorite...
budget priced . .. your

LEATHER
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The coat you automatically choose first,
come rain, shine or storm! Fashion-right
in design . . . practical, too . . . for the
soft beauty of the leathers not only be-
lies the tiny price; it responds to the
whisk of & damp cloth to erase cleaner's
bills like pennies in the bank. White,
beige.

I. Shawl-collared clutch style; flap pock-

ets, pleated yoke back detail. !

2. Slim lined silhouette with deep pock-

ets| push-up sleeves.

3. Belt and button-detailed back.

Shop Every Night Till 9 P.M. Till Christmes

uctor Melachrino—A 2.98

Lot — 5th and Klamath
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