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Band Of Erudite Persian Scholars Big Crowd Hears Graham Deliver Message Of Hope
CLINTON. IVnn UPi- iv to he our gospel." Graham de ham's call for "decisions foriof hale to destroy the thingsgelist Billy Graham brought a

message Of llime In rlintnn Sun. which were of benefit to our chil- -
Mayor T. L. Seeher said. "There dren."

is no bitterness toward criticism! Clinton High School admittedScan Heavens For Promised Sign
day. declaring thai "the sun will
again shine on Clinton High
School." Negroes first in 1958 under fed- -

that is based on honest convic-
tions ... hut we are human
enough not to be so lenient to
those who come under cover of
darkness and with the compulsion

tdilnri Note: Down ihi.veh thp

eral court orders. There are eight
Negroes now enrolled in the stu-
dent body ol 800 attending classes
at nearby Oak Ridge.

Speaking to an overllow crowd
in the shadow of the

high school, he called on
Clinton to hecomp 3 cvmhnl nf

who is man to read the hour of the

Christian love and understanding.
umnipolent? And yet, perchance,
tonight!"

By every indication, they had
available to them the cryptic, mes-
sianic time data set down by
the astounding Jewish seer, Dan-
iel, who five centuries before hold

clared. "We must stand on the
Gospel of Christ.

"We must recognize that love ol
mankind cannot be enforced by
bayonets alone. The law in itself
s powerless to change the human
heart. Only love can do that and
only Christ can bring that love."

Columnist - commentator Drew
Pearson presented a check for
$27,000 to R. (!. Crossno. a mem-
ber of the Anderson County School
Board. It represents donations
from all paiis of the country to
help rebuild the school.

In addition to the private dona-
tions, the board has received

in federal aid and $73.(MK) in
insurance money a lotal of
SH.5.000. Damage to the building
has been estimated at from

to $210,000.
The service ended with an esti-

mated 150 persons answering Gra

Dick Reeder's Christmas Special

An estimated 2. 500 persons
jammed into the undamaged gym-
nasium of the racially integrated
school. They included a few Ne-
groes. Another 1,500 persons heard
the evangelist via
in nearbv erarip White Stagchurch.

Three dvn.imilp hl.wlc rv.i
5 did extensive damage to the
school.

"As Smithprnpr uo n,i,L-- nni
allow integration or segregation SUEDE

JACKETS
AS IMAGINED by artists of the Middle, Ages, the Three
Wise Men bore striking resemblance to noblemen of
Europe. This woodcut was carved to illustrate John of
Hieldesheim's "Historia Trium Reguum" (The Story of the
Three Kings), published in 1484. 12 Price

lo the tired and groping, and sil-
ver dusted the city below and
trimmed the ridges of the moun-
tains of Zogrns.

The Magi saw their star "in the
east." There in the "land of the
Aryans," mere where the mystic
wisdom of the Orient mingled wit1,
a faiih older than history, there in
the land of the nightingale and the
rose, above the high plateau of
Persia, a star appeared.

No one knows its nature. No rec-
ord remains nf it in Iho astral lore
of Babylon. Whatever man's in-

struments or research may dis-
close has no bearing on that star.
For the Mngi saw it with their
eyes and in their hearts.

"Arise . . . lor thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. . . ." So Isaiah had
written. "And lite gentiles shall
come to thy light. . . . They shall
bring gold and incense; and they
shall show forth the praises of the
Lord."

centuries, one of the most fascinat-
ing chapters of the immortal
Christmas Story has been the jour-
ney of the Magi. But despite its
appeal, most of the details of that
first pilgrimage to Bethlehem have
been lost in antiquity. Here is the
first of five articles carefully re-

constructing the inspiring slory of
three men who unwaveringly fol-

lowed the Star on a Journey to
Jesus.

By GEORGE W. CORNELL
Associated Press Religion Writer

As he had done each evening
for months, Melchior climbed the
circular stairs of the tower atop
ML Vaus. He reached the roof,
breathing heavily. He spread his
maps on the stand and rested his
arms there, gazing into the eastern
quarters of the heavens.

His colleagues would be there
shortly. The time cycle already
had entered its penultimate phase,
and they awaited a sign of its
completion the supreme "fra-vash-

foretold of old.
It was a spring dusk in the 31st

year of the reign of the Parthian
King Phraates IV in Persia

6 B.C.). For the company of Rab-Ma- g

Melchior, nature and careful
computations had combined to
bring about a state of acute vigi-
lance.

They were Magi, the most re-
nowned scholars of the age. mem-
bers of the imperial order of
priests, royal counselors and mas-
ters of ancient, recondite sciences
that would be lost to the centuries
to come.

"Guide us aright, thou living
God, Ahura Mazda." Melchoir lift-
ed his bearded face as the first
plints flecked the sky. "Oh, Thou
Creator of Life, primeval Spirit,
Thou Wise One, give light to us
who seek Thy truth."

For nearly a year, as modern
astronomy has since confirmed, a
startling sequence of celestial phe-
nomena had unfolded before these
mystic sages. By their logic, the
occurrences were more than
enough to arouse keen suspense.

But in addition, there are specif-
ic Biblical and historical intima-
tions that they had even weightier
information to alert them at the
time Jesus was born, a year sub- -

They perceived a grand. Divine
interlinking of all time and space,
from the least particle to the cos
mos, cacn material aonearancc
was relative, a mere manifestation
of a basic substance all harmon

powerful sway in the courts of
Persian kinfis.

The Magi, as the land's ances-
tral savants, had opportunity then
to grasp the enigmatic chronology
for the coming of the Great One
as given by the honored foreigner.
Daniel, in his seventh, eighth and
12th books.

They also could preserve h i s
prophecies of the event: "Behold,
one like the Son of Man came with
the clouds of heaven . . . and there
was given to him . . . glory and
. . . everlasting dominion whiiv.
shall not pass away."

Beyond this, however, other ten-
uous factors linked the Magi with
Israel's hope of a redeemer. Far
back in time, Abraham dwelt in
Ur of the Chaldecs. which modern
arclicnlogy has located on the Per-
sian gulf.

Origins of the Magi's religion, of
which Zoroaster Spitama was only
a latter-da- reformer, go deep into
that same antiquity. Perhaps the
shadowy Mclchizedec. priest of the
Most High God to whom Abraham
paid tribute, was one of them.

Only they and the Jews, in all
the pagan world, believed in one
supreme deity.

The Magi's faith, too, foresaw a
deliverer "Sosiosh" who would
bestow everlasting, incorruptible
life to mankind. Their archives
aiso may well have included many
of the Jewish prophecies of a sa-
vior.

Moreover, centuries before the
famed diviner, Balaam, son of
Boer, a gentile like the Magi and
also, like them, the "mountains of
the East," delivered his stunning
oracle as recounted in Num-
bers 24:

"There shall come a star out of
Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out
of Israel. ... He that shall have
dominion. ..."So the Magi, endowed with their
abstruse time deductions and the
intermingled prescience of the
past, had reason to watch the hea-
vens'. To them each turn of earthly
destiny was reflected in nature

izes By a common, universal force.
To decipher its majeslic mes

a "fravaslii" and they sought to
detect it.

Three times in the past 10
months, marvelous displays ( as
determined by the astronomer
Kepler l.Wio years later i had pa-
raded before their gaze. There haa
been conjunctions of the planets
Jupiter and Saturn in the previous
spring, autumn and early winter.

It had now been four months
since the last spectacle. To the
Magi, four was a perfect number,
represented in the four basic ele-
ments. If a fourth conjunction oc-

curred, they could only conclude
some prodigious meaning.

Melchior's old eyes roved with
practiced familiarity among t h e
sidereal landmarks. As Pisces
wheeled above the eastern hori-

zon, he trained h i s attention
Ihero. Tidings in the constellation
of fishes had the noblest import.

Shortly, his arm rose and he
pointed a shaking finger. "Lo! The
heavens speak!" There, against
the jeweled blackness, not only the
great planets Jupiter and Saturn
converged, but Mars, loo, joining
in a resplendent trigon.

Awed exclamations burst out on
the rooftop and some Magians
dropped to their knees. Gradually,
however, they grew silent, watch-
ing the luminous solar embrace.
Stillness, deep as the reaches of
space, settled over them.

But then, suddenly, as if a door
of a pit had opened to the sun, a
new light flashed in the eastern
firmament. A new star, a Stella

scquently misrepresented in fixing
the Gregorian calendar.

Alt the evidence must have ob-

sessed the elderly Melchior one of
varying names ascribed to him by
early church traditionl as he and
the other Magian noblemen gath-
ered that night on their high look-
out above the clear uplands of
Persia.

They wore long, white robes, tied
at the waist with silken sashes.
Embroidered figures of a crescent
moon and the planets adorned the
rims of their caps.

As darkness deepened, thev

sages, they studied the earth, wat- -

', the air and the fiery stars.
Melchoir, back at his desk, save

ms associates a linal reminder
Take heed, my brothers. The

linger ol lite olt writes in smallest
script." Above the Pleiades winked
and Aldebaron blazed red on the

spoke quietly but intently of the
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STORE FOR MEN
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torehead of the bull.
"Tomorrow, a month hence, who

can know? We have applied our
subtlest mathematics, and looked
long into the face of the fire. But

implications.
"An auspicious night." Melchoir

ambled about the platform, mak-
ing sure each observer was at his
assigned sector and had measur-
ing dividers and bar. "Would that
we could measure as well, my
brothers, the visions of the inner
eye."

To these authorities of the re-

mote, mysterious "Zendavesta,"
most of which later was destroved.

Guard Partakes
In Special Alert

PORTLAND (AP) - National
Guardmcn throughout Oregontumbled out of their beds early
Sunday lo take pari in a special
test alert.

The alert was designed to sec
how quickly Guardmcn could take
up positions.

Within four hours, 4,352 Nation-
al Guardmen and 1.288 Air Na-
tional Guardmcn were at their
posts. In some areas, the drill
lasted up to six hours.

nova, a flame no astronomer ever
knowledge came not from facts
alone, but by finding in them the
expression of spiritual laws by
piercing the tangible to learn the

proved or postulated, burst into
the world's night.

Its brightness washed the earth.
Its rays 'glittered like points of a
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