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Lakeview Soil DistrictExperimenting With Grasses For Better Use

By MIKE MILL, 5CS, and
ORIS RUDD
LAKE COUNTY
EXTENSION SERVICE

LAKEVIEW—This is the first in
a series of articles aimed at pre-
senling some up-lo-date information
on grasses and legumes adapted
and being used within the Lak e
view Scil Conservation Districl,
Both the local Scil Conservation
Service and the Extension Service
are peraling in establishing
trials of range and paslure planis.
These trials are useful in determin-
ing such factors as season of use,
adaptability, growth habits, seed-
ing rates, and production.

Because of the large number of
grasses and legumes, il would be
impossible lo 2over each and ev-!
ery one of them. Instead only
those adapted here are discussed.
Information has nolt only been
gathered from specific trials, bul
also from the many landowners
who are utilizing these plants in
their operations.

Pubescent Wheatgrass:

Topar!

pubescent wheatgrass is a drnughi—]
resistant, slow sod-forming, late
maluring whealgrass. It resembles
intermediate wheatgrass but has
soft hairs on the leaves, stems,
and seed; hence ifs name. It is
best adopled Lo areas of low fer-|
tility, eroded or slightly alkaline;
soils, in areas of 12-15 inches of
rainfall. It bas a later season of
use than crested wheatgrass, being
ready for use in early summer.
There bhave been several good
plantings of pubescenl whealgrass.
Con 0'Keelfe on the Weiside seed-
ed a large area this past spring
to pubescent wheatgrass and La-
dak alfalla, From all indi-
cations, it looks like a tremendous
success for a dryland seeding. An-
other dryland seeding which has
heen in for several years is to be
found on the Roy Griffin ranch
in Crooked Creek. Originally es-
tablished in the fall of 1952 as a
seed increase planting, this was
seeded in 36 inch rows. In 1856,

er six years, the plants still show
good vigor. Andy Hill, George
Hill, 70 Ranch. Bill Pfrang, Ernie
Giersdorf, and others Ve suc-
cessful, productive slands of pu-
bescent wheatgrass. Tt is one af
our more important, better adapt-
ed dryland grasses.

Crested Wheatgrass: This grass
has probably had more publicily
than any other range grass. It is a
longlived perennial bunchgrass. 1t
starts growth very early in the
spring but is dormant during the
summer. Growth begins again in
the fall when moisture is available.
Established stands of crested
whealgrass remain productive for
10-15 years when they are managed
properly. It is adapted to low rain-
fall areas with 812 inches of rain
annually. On shallow soil, crested
wheatgrass can be uvsed in aress
with up to 16 inches of rain. Ex-
periments from the Squaw Bulte
Experiment Station have shown|
that an application of 30 pounds

a total of 185 pounds per acre of
clean seed was harvested. And alt-
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PUBESCENT WHEATGRASS AND LADAK ALFALFA. This
range combinations. Makes good hay or pasture. This pasture could stand some more

grazing.

CRESTED WHEAT SHOWING UNDERGRAZING.- The dry

-~

of mitrogen per acre has doubled

the yields of crested wheatgrass.|o " (qino " rate with sheep.

Ferlilizalion also helps keep the
sage brush from coming back.

There are several good seeding:
of this grass within the Lakeview
Soil Conservation Distriet. Harold
Shults has a productive crested-
alfalfa seeding. Bill Plrang has
planted large areas (o crested
wheatgrass. Greatest use of this
grass has been in the Forl Rock-
Silver Lake Soil Conservation Dis-
trict.

Whitmar Beardless Whealgrass:
This grass has had lo take a
back seal 1o crested wheatgrass,
however, it is ope thal is worth
discussing, It is a long-lived per-
ennial, drought resistant grass with
similar adaptations as crested
wheatgrass.- However Whitmar's
season of use is much later. Ope
of its disadvantages is its slow-
ness in becoming established. Whit-
mar has consistently outproduced
crested wheatgrass in low rainfall
vears and under other adverse con-
dilions., The palatability of these
two grasses has shown to be equal

Ira Bolton, farmer on the West-
side, has a small field of Whitmar|
which iz being grown for seed.
The big disadvanlage with the har-
vesting of seed however, is ils ease
of shattering. A common method
to offset this is to cut the grass
when it is green, dry it in the!
shock, and thresh it

Siberian Whealgrass: This is es-
sentially an awnless form of crest-
ed wheatgrass. It was introduced
!from the same general area in
|northern Asia. It has narrow seed
|heads and somewhat narrower
leoves and finer stems. On dry sites |
antd in dry years, it equals or ex-
ceeds erested whealgrass In pro-

grass has nol become too promin-
=nt. Originating from Sherman
County, ®regon, it was sclected
from more than 100 other big blue
srass strains because of its out-
standing early spring growth, In a
irazing program, it should be used
=arlier than crested or Whitmar.
sherman big bluegrass Is slow in
becoming established but is one of
.he most productive range grasses
under Jow moisture and drought
conditions. A bunchgrass it grows
well on a variety of soils &t cleva-
tions of B00-6.000 feel in o 1020
inch rainfall sres. Production re-
sults from Washington show that
over a four year period, Sherman
big hluegrass out produced crest-
ed and Whitmar in seed, hay, and
roots. Local small trials tend te
bear out these Washington results.
A fine example of a Sherman big
bluegrass planting can be found
on Jim Snider’s ranch south eof
Lakeview. Because of the need for
early feed in this area, many
ranchers- feel that Sherman big
bluegrass will oulde crested whent-
grass.

Ladak Alfala: Probably the
most widely adapled legume Tor
dryland seedings in Ladak alfalfa.
It originated in the high mountain
country of Asia, and has the abili-
ty te withstand wide exiremes ia
temperature and moisture. It is
well adapted for dryland seedings
within the Lakeview Seci! Conser-
vation District, and is widely used
for hay or dryland and jrrigated
farms.

Neomad AMalla: One of the
creeping allalfas, Nomad s well
adapled to this area. Il = drought
resistant, has moderate will re-
sistance, and s crecping habit
enabjes it 1o persist well under

duction. 1t too responds well 10| gro0ine  Ernle Giersdorf has a
nitrogen fertilirer. Tehre are "‘"':m:dinE of Nomad and pubescent
known seedings of this grass with-| wpooigrace which is worth men-
in the Lakeview Soil Conservation ;ioning. Bill Pfrang and the 70
Distriet. |Ranch also have Nomad plantings.
Sherman Big Bluegrass: Though| Nomad offers excellent possibili
well adapted to this ares, this ties as the best legume 10 use
|with crested or pubescent whest-

SLICK CHICKS
|

STORRS, Conn. UPI} — Get
stick, chick, or i1"s the sack. That's
the word around the barnyard

is one of our best dryland

grass in the clumps will pre-

vent cattle from making proper use of this planting another year. Cresied wheat
chould be used early. It can be grazed down rather closely if siock are removed in
time for it to recover before hot, dry weather sets in. In fact this is the best way #o
use it. This field should be clipped in order fo prepare it for effective production
next year, otherwise, the big clumps will get bigger and
over-used.

the grazed bunches will ke
— Photo by SCS

these days. Poullry Scientist Edwin

grass on dryland seedings.

Additional information may be
oblained by conlacting either the
local Soil Conservation Service or
the courty agents office.
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P. Singsen of the Universily “'";
out' a con- ON THE MOVE
trolled-feeding schedule for kens lo|

hold down their weight and make NEW YORK (UPH) — One oul of
them mare productive. Those who every five persons in the US. one
get too helty gel the axe. Singeen|year old or over will have changed

- |explained that the heavy mect-type his place of residence during the

White Plymouth Rocks used as lay- year ending Oclober 31, 1958, ac-
ers to produce broilestype chicks cording 1o the Gas Appliance Man-
live longer and produce more eggs |ufacturers Agsociation. It said “the
lunder this new feeding schedule, movingest people in the country”
Fat hens do almost as well =0 far [are Westerners, 27 per cent of
is eoncerned, but on|whom pulled up stakes last year
tod diet they have |Next came Southerners. followed
“lower efficiency” pnd their egps by residenis of the narth central
lare not as healthy as-those from states znd then those in the north-

lean hens. e

Get Set for Winter!

RECAPPED NOW

* Selt Cleaning
Fomous Lodi Mud &
Snow Winter Treads

* Better Traction

* Better Wear

* Less Noise
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M iol o C Sy
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Have your old smoothies
done now and be ready
for the first snow!

BEAT THE RUSH!

Most Passenger Car Sizes Availoble In Tread Shown.
Also — We Speciclize In Truck Tire Recopping
o
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