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Movie Swaps
Next Between
U.S., Russia

MOSCOW rUPI Russia and
the United States will soon face
each other in yet another arena
the movie theater.

In a few months, if all goes
well, Soviet citizens will start
queuing up at box offices through
out the country to see the first
American feature films to be
shown here publicly and by mu-

tual U.S. Russian consent since
the end of World War .II.

A ticket costing five rubles (50
cents) or less will buy them a
glimpse into the fields of Okla
homa," where "the corn is as
high as an elephant's eye," into
the Bronx, where a butcher named
"Marty" found himself v a girl
friend, into Ernest Hemingway's
story of an old man's struggle
with the sea, and into other
phases of American life.

Simultaneously, movie houses
from New York to San Francisco
will herald in lights the arrival of
seven Russian films all produced
in the n period.

The American movie fan's diet
will be further enriched by the
Bolshoi Theater dancing "Swan
Lake," by the "Idiot" of Dosto- -

yevsky and by a drama of war
time Russia, The Cranes Are
Flying," which won first prize at
the Cannes International Film
Festival.

Ever since the Intergovern-
mental cultural accord was sign-
ed in Washington last January,
the Soviet people have been ask-

ing:
"When are we ever going to see

your postwar movies? What is a
cultural agreement for if not to
bring the best of Hollywood to us
and show Americans what we
have done in the cinema?"

The Russians, like people ev
erywhere, don't like to be told
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Tourists To

Be Studied
NEW YORK (UPI)-T- he lone

suffering American tourist in Eu
rope, looking only for a good time
but so often criticized as a boor.
was put under the microscope
for study.

The investigation to determine
"what kind of guy is the Ameri-
can abroad" was launched at
the 28th national convention of
the American Society of Travei
Agents, held in New York Nov.

Among the convention's aim.'
was "developing better methods of
analyzing the American tourist for
the benefit of the travel ' tradi
(and) launch a campaign to help
government 'educate' the travelei
to his ambassadorial responsibili
ties."

According to the travel agents'
group, half of the 1,500,000 Amcri
cans who traveled abroad in 195!
were women housewives, secre
taries, clerks and students. Abou
six per cent of the total were
in the unskilled labor class.' Teach-
ers, students, merchants and engi-
neers made up most of the rest.

The average American tourist
today is young, the same source
reported, of them be-

ing between 20 and 29 years of
age.

About half the tourists travel
lone. One-thir- d travel in family

groups; the rest with friends or
business associates.
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what they should think about the
outside world. They prefer to see
and judge it for themselves.

The next best thing to travel-
ing abroad is to meet Western
tourists in Moscow,' read

newspapers and magazines,
hear overseas broadcasts and see
foreign films.

In the past two or three years,
the Russian people have had
slightly more direct access to
American thought and opinion.
Now they not only read Mikita
Khrushchev's letters to President
Eisenhower, but also what the
President says in reply, and in
his own words.

Some are able to glance
through "America," the monthly
illustrated magazines distributed
here by the State Department.
Others have exchanged words with
one or more of the 5,000 or so
American tourists who have vis-

ited Russia since 1957.
None of these pleasures, how-

ever, quite matches that of seeing
an American film.i

The Russians have seen them
before. They remember Deanna
Durbin in "One Hundred Men and
a Girl," Sonja Henle in "Sun Val-

ley Serenade," Walt Disney's
"Bambi" and "Snow White,"
Charlie Chaplin's early movies
ind even the exploits of Tarzan.

Occasionally, one of these old
Vmerican films, some of which
.vere purchased during the l!)20's
ind 30's and others taken as war
trophies In Germany, is shown on
Soviet television.

But so seldom that it can hardly
be said that American films play
in the Soviet Union.

This is why the Russians are
awaiting that day,' probably in
January, 1959, when the first of
of the 10 United States feature
movies purchased under the cul-

tural agreement has its premier
in Moscow.
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