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Kaye Blasts
Madison Ave.

NEW YORK (UPI) Sammy
Kaye is back on TV again and
he figures it's about time.

bincc he s a band leader, it's
not surprising that he advocates
more musical shows. But even now
that he's got one. Kaye hasn't
stopped ultering some fortissimo
sounds about the Madison Avenue
lads who program TV.

- lou know, he said. we were
all surprised by Lawrence Welk's
success. But I was even more
surprised by those agency guys.
I'.ven alter welk s Saturday night
show proved to be a fantastic suc
cess, the agency guys would say,
res. dui nes a ireak.
"Here goes Welk knockinn off

guys like Sid Caesar and Jimmy
Durante in the ratings and they
call him a freak. Then he goes
ahead and adds another hour show.
It s a hit and the aeencv euvs
still call him a freak.

Now," continued Kaye. "ordi
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narily in the TV business, the agen-
cy guys copy the successful for-
mat. If a cowboy show's a hit.
they put on more cowboy shows.
Same thing for quizzes and mys-
teries and everything. But when
a music show comes along, they
call it a freak and refuse to copy it. '

"While they're saying music is a
freak, my band is out in Nebraska
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or Iowa packing ballrooms where
the people pay $2.50 a head to
dance. I'd tell the agency guys if
they'd pay that much to hear a
band, they'd surely like it for free
on TV.

Well, this vear I euess it fin.il.
ly sunk in. Now we're on ABC-T-

Saturday nights, following Welk'j
snow, xney call this block book n 2

you know, Welk's audience is at-
tuned to music so they follow him
with more music. If it makes sense
his season, why didn't it make

sense before'"
The youthful-- o o k i n g (at 47)

Swing and Sway" music maker
says his TV show, "Music from
Manhattan," will concentrate on
music for dancing.

"All I've ever done is lead a
dance band, so why try to be an
impresario now? We'll olav all
kinds of popular music but we
won t go in for the raucous stuff.
We'll play jazz, but the Dixieland
style. We'll nlav rock 'n' roll, hut
the quiet kind. And, of course,
we'll play the new and old ballads.

the secret of Welk' success is
that he's playing music for the peo
ple wesi ot tne Hudson. And plen-
ty of those people are living east
of the Hudson, believe me. I've al
ways played for them, too.

now mat doesn t mean lazz is
unacceptable to these people. I be-
lieve if you play your music to tha
best of your ability no matter
what type it is you will always
get people to come and hear you,"
Sammy said.
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Treasurer Oliver G. Ellis surrend-
ered a f Knnlloh t
to a coin collector here when she
ioia nun It was placed inadvert-
ently in a downtown parking me-
ter by her husband.
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