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Science Spends Time And

Effort To Tra

By DEVAN L. SHUMWAY
United Press International
SACRAMENTO (UPD) — It's got-
ting so a [ish can't have any

privacy.

Marine Biologist C. E. Blunt Jr.,
is lrying to answer a question for
the ardent ocean fisherman about
one of the peculinrities of the fish
world — where the bluefin tuna
go after their short yearly visits
to California’s shores.

It ean be summed up this way:
They really must travel!

“Californin - bluefin travel our
coast from Cape San Lucas, Baja,
California, northward to Cape Flat-
tery, Washington,"” said Blunt in a
recent issue of a Fish and Game
Department publication.

“The most productive areas are
off Baja, Californin and Southern
California, Sometimes catches are
made at Guadalupe Island year
around, but the first big runs usu.
ally develop off Baja, California, in
April and May.

“By Jung bluefin  generally
show up along our south coast
and fishing® reaches ils peak in
July and August,”

For the past three years, the
anglers have been pulling them in
by the thousands for seme reason.
Blunt said catches have been “ex-
coplionally erratic.”

The best year on record was 1055
when more than 35000 of the

fish were landed. Only six years!

before thal, the best the sportsmen
could do was 2T fish,

Al the same time (in 19500 the
commercial fishermerd had a bad
time of it, too. They reported onp
of the worst seasons on record,
and landed only 1,423 tons of blue-
fin compared to a peak caleh of
12,587 tons in 1035.

Sp Blunt poses a question: “Why
such wide differences from yoar to
yeas?"

He doesn’l answer it: “The De-

partment of Fish and Gamg is|

trying to find out what makes the
bluelin behave so erratically,”

Two sizes of the fish appear off
the California coast, They average
about 15 for one and 25 pounds
for the other species. The 15-pound
ders behave themselves, and come
back consistently, but the 25-
pounders are only occasional
Euesls,

California Departmenl experts
have unraveled parls of the mys-
tery. They say that Guadalupe
Island appears Lo be Lthe year
arpund playground for bluefin,

Some in thal area are sore than|

six feet long and weigh 300 pounds.

“Guadalupe’s shores might well
be the setling for a future world
record,” said Blunt.

The present Internationol Game
Fish Association alltackle record
for a sport-caught California Blue-
{fin tuna is 251 pounds. This giant
was caplured off Santa Catalina
Island in 1908.

A close relative of the California
bluefin is the Atlantic bluelin,
which reaches & weight of aboul
1,800 pounds.

There's another question puzzl-
ing biologists. That is the rela-
tionship of the California bluelin
to similar tunas several thousand
miles to the wesl,

Japanese fishermen catch blue-
fin' tuna throughout much of the
temperate Western Pacific and oth-
ers have been laken in Hawaiian
waters.,

“'Studies have shown that fish
from both of these nreas are re-
markably similar to 'our’ bluefin,"”
said Blunt.

And here's another puzeler: No
bluefin tuna of record laken along
the California coast has contained
maturing eggs.

And another: The larvae of blue
fin tuna have yet to he found de-
spite many scorches during the
past 10 years,

“This absence of spawning adults
or larval fish suggests thal Call-
fornia  bluefin tuna are derived
from fish living farther offshore,”
said the biologlst,

It's no secret what the fish eat.
Of 168 taken last year, 70 ?1”
cent had been feeding on ancho-
vies, This would indicate, nccord-
ing to Blunt, that the bluclin ean
be influenced by how plentiful the
local bait fish, especially ancho-
vies, may be, 5

They sometimes feed close in-
shore near the surl and then they
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ce Bluefin

‘eal stacfish, kelp, sanddabs, swii
perches and white' eroackers,
Blunt winds up like Ahis:
“Before the mystery of this rov.
ing seasonably abundant fish ean
be solved, much more information
15 needed. Tts food and spawning!
habits, travels, srowth rate and
preferred living conditions are still
little known

“Only when this Is accompliched
will we know to what extent our
skyrocketing human population ean
depend upon this resource for food
and recreation.”

WELL NAMED

SAN DIEGO, Culif, n — Staff
members of the Natural History
Museum during the last 45 years
have included a Miss Peacock,
Miss Woodeock, a My, Quall and
a Mr. Gander. Only Gander sur-
vives,

REALLY OLD
MEDICINE HAT, Alta, ®»—The
complete fossil of a chasmosaurus,
a dinosaur that roamed this souths
casl Alberta area 60 million years
ago, was unearthed 10 miles sowh
of Irvine and sent to the national|
miseum at Ottawa. i

Lt
heads might receive a photlographle salon award,

ers nailed to the past.

\

ACCIDENTAL ART—If it were entitled “Still Life With
Bird," this nature study of a fence post and waving wheat

photographer whose lens caught the artistlo composition was
merely snapping away to illustrate new slip-on fence fasten-
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STAGE
— Hrnie
Kovaes and his wife, Edie Adams,
|plan to have an ontdoor
|as part of the new home
building in Beverly Hills,
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