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THE HOUSE OF THE WEEK

*National Average’

By JOHN O. B. WALLACE

This split level dandy 15 as typi-
eally Amaorlean s oppple pie be-
cause its desipgn Inpredients came
from (He notional average house of
last wear as delermined recently
by the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration.

Deslgnated X-20 in the House of
The Week series of nolable Amer-
ican homes, It offers a bonus in
space over and beyond the FHA
average dwelling because ol the
multi-level arrongement of the
plan.

Rudolph A. Matern, one of Amer-
fea's foremost architects, devel
oped (he design from gures and
statisties reported recently by the
FHA for new residentinl construe-
tlon n the United States during
1057,

The figlives covered all new 1937
hemes  with - FHA-insured  mort-
poges. From the slatistics, Ltne

teet's use of split level planning
greatly Increased the living spoce
within the perimeter of the na-
tignal average house,

Had the design been execuled on
one level, such uas a ranch, il
would have eliminated the possibil-
ity of Matern’s bonus area em-
bracing the family room, mud
rooit and bath, garage and space
for den or office,

Here are the [ull delails of de-
sign X-29 In an easy-o-read, area
by area description;

The Living Area

The bow-windowed front living
room has a side to side span of
23 feet and a depth of 11 [eel,
Al one end there is o log-burning
fireplace; al ihe other Is a bal-
conied stair leading to the grade
wevel foyer. The living room is
accessible from all rooms but a
sereen separvates It from the en-

FHA determined what 1t called trance foyer. Back of the living
the national average house, It is roum, adjacent to Lhe kitchen, is
a larger house than the FHA na- 4 10 by 10 foot dining room with
tisnal average house for the prev- sliding glass doors opening onto an
lous year, upper level rear terrace, The space

In fael, there has been a steady for a den or office is on the grade
trend over the past four years level under the bedroom wing.
for houses with larger square fool-
age in living space, The Sleeplng Area

The number of bedrooms, how- Three large bedrooms are serv
ever, has remained constant at '¢¢d by a doubleJavatory bath and
three. And the total pumber of ey
rooms has increased by only a half 37 elevated from the street. There

a
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s Bigger Again

PIERCED MASONRY WALLS are an inferesting featire of the covered front mhF porch
it

of this dwelling, based on the FHA national average home for last year. lis sp

level

arrangement adds a sizeable bonus area on the grade level,

level, There is direct nccess lo
the family room [(rom the outside
and only a step or two to the right
are [ull hath ‘acilities and a stor-
age closet. The den or office space
is in line with the family room
and at the front.

Storage Statistics

A full height basement of ap-
proximately 0 square [eet lies
under  the  living-dining-kitchen
area. The house has a tolal of 13
cabinets and closels, not including
the abundant  kitchen storage
space. The garnge is big enough

have privacy because they for storing outdoor equipment.

room—I{rom 5% In the 1954 natlon-
al average home lo the 5.8, or 6,
of Ihe 1057 national average home,

By contrast, the sgquare foolage

is a small baicony at the head Special Features

of the bedrgom stairs, Access to A covered walk from the garage
other parts of the house from the to the enlrance foyer is shielded
bedrooms is by way of the staivs by n plerced masonry wall. There
and the two foyers bul not through is o door into the house from the

in living space has grown sharply. gther rooms.

Here are the figures for the past
four years: 1934, 961 square feet;
1955, 1,020 square feel; 1956, 1,064
siquare feet; and 1957, 1,146 square
feet.

Housekeeping Areas

The kitchen is an ample 16 feel
4 inches by 9o feet 8 inches, and
includes a breakfast balcony over-
looking the family room and a rear
terrace. Kitchen cabinels are posi-
tioned in a double “L" for maxi-
mum efficiency. The rear terraces
are reached from the kitchen,
through sliding glass doors. The
mud-utility room has a compact
laundry, a closet and a full bath.

Design X-20 developed by Matern
his exactly 1,146 square feel in
the living and bedroom levels, 3n
the entrance level, another 416
square  feet are added by a
family reom, i mud room and bath
and space for a den or office

Theve were garages in 827 per
cent of the 1957 national average
Houses,

The Casual Areas

Ever hear of split-level rear ter-

There are, of course, three bed- races? This house has  them—
rooms and o garage in Matern's one on the dining room-kitchen lev
plasi. Actually. though, the archi- al, the other on the family room

Send this coupon for your STUDY PLAN

YOU CAN GET a study plan for The House ol
The Week by filling in your name and address on
the coupon on this page and sending it with 35 cents
to this newspaper,

This study plan shows each floor of the house
together with each ot the four elevations, front, rear
and sides of the house. It is scaled at Y-inch per
g)qtl.l It includes a guide on “How to Get Your House

uilt.”

You can take this study plan to your bank or
other mortgage lender and to your builder and get
rough estimates on the cost of construction in this
area, as well as an idea of the cost in relation to your
budget.

With this information you will know whether
you will want to proceed with construction by order-
ing working blueprints direct from the architect and
asking for bids for the work.
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STUDY PLAN ORDER COUPON

Building Editor;
Enclosed is 35 cents. Please send me a copy
of the study plan of The House of The Weck,

back of the garage. The lelt rear
wall of the bedroom wing is set
back, creating a story and a half
effect in about half of the family
room.

The Exterior

Horizontal wood siding, brick
veneer and stone are used for out-
side walls. The gabled, chimney
end has vertical beards. The front
walk is of flagstone; the upper
rear terrace is of scored, colored
concrete and the lower rear ter-
race is ol flagstone. Asphalt shin-
gles are used for the roof.

Dimensional Data

Qverall  dimensions, excluding
the rear bedroom overhong, are 48
by 29 feet 5 inches, The living and
bedrooms levels have 1,146 square
feet. The family room, den, mud-
utility roomy and bath have 36
square feet, The garage has 204
square feet, A 75 by 100 fool lot
Is recommended,

x.29
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THE LIVING AND BEDROOM levels of House of The Week
design X-29 are shown in the floor rlan above. The en-
trance level, with a repetition of the living level, is shown

in the floor plan below.

n on the family room, the breakfast balcony and the
room is the lower rear terrace. The

upper terrace is off the breakfast balcony,




