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What's All The Fuss? Asks Italian Who Changed From Girl To Boy

Edltor's Nole: The world was
startled recently when word came
out of a small Halian yvillage about
n peasant Family whose “dough-lwhe had or could have turned
tors” were being changed into|man. One of Vittorio's sisters hoad
sons in almost wholesale numbers. [done 50, at the same lime he was
United Press International sent af“corrected.” Another was going to
reporter to visit the family for|be. And then there were Villoria's
the firsthand story which follows.[two aunis, his molher's sislers,
who could have used sex-change
surgery if it had been advanced
enough in thelr time.

Vittorio finally told hls story re-
luctantly, letting it be known that
ns a hard-working peasant high up
in the hills of Calabria (“it is a
poor land’") he didn'l have time to
sland there gabbing.

As Vittorio told It, it didn't sound
like much of a slory.

When he was born hie was o girl
and they called him Rosn Marina
and they combed his hair into
treszes. Bul he pever quile  felt
like n girl and would rove the
fields climbing trees and walls and
fighting with boys and doing other
ungirlish things. He would play
cards in the inns and go around at
night strumming serenades on his
mandolin,

Oh, yes, there was his younger
sister, Maria Antonia, who was also
like that, only shyer. And there
were the two sunls, Pasqualing

his family were wonderful specl
mens. ‘ln-'-;-- were no less  Lhan
five cases in the family of women

By ERNEST SAKLER
Unlied Press International

GIFFONE, laly (UPD — The
young man was black haired, very
small, belligerent, and didn't look
at Ia:]l as though he'd ever been a
girl,

Standing there in the field, a
hoe on his shoulder and his pret-
ty, 16-year-old wife. Secaling, by
his side, Vittorio Alvaro didn't
want lo answer questions.

Yes, he was 23 years old, Vil-
torio conceded, and it was just
three years ago that he went fo a
clinic and Became o girl-inlo-boy.
But it wasn't much of a story,
Why s0 much interest?

To Vitlorio’s fellow-villagers, as
to Viltario himself, It was nothing
to get excited sbout. He had never
behaved like a girl anyway — “al-
ways running after girls,” he ad.
milted with a grin, e village
dida't find it too exciting that a
person’s sex should be set straight.
That's what those hospitals in Wie[Sorbara who is now dead and Mi-
clties were for. cheling who Is olive, In her 50s,

wears men's shoes and carries a
whip.

For a few summoers Vitlorio —
ot that time still Roesa Marina—
worked a8 a housemaid in nearby
Cinquefronde. Then Rosa Marina
heard of a girl who became a man
in the town of Cittanova and was
called Edoardo Simonellz. She de-
cided she wanted a sex change
100,

It took some time lo get a doc-
lor interested, Vitlorio said. But
Dr. Salvatore Muswmecl, a sar-
gean in Catania, Sicily, heard of
the case. In 1955, Rosa Marinn and
Maria Antonia went to his clinic
mnd on July 23 thal year became
Vittorio and Antonio,

Antonio Is now 19 and helps oul
in the fields. He was away [rom
home, looking for seasonnl work
in northern Italy. He hasn't found
o girl friend ye! because he is shy
and also beeause he wants to mar-
ry a rich gicl now that his name
has been in the papers,

It took three years, until this
summer, to get the sex changes
recognized by a court order, and
the bureaveratic machinery hasn'l
quite eaught up with it vet, In the
gencral elections in May this year,
Vittorio had to vote with a wom-
an's certiflicate,

He is npot eligible for military
sorvice beeause he is a family

head now, but  Antenlo may be
draflted next vear,

That was nbout all Villorio hod
to tell, except for the faol Lthat he
hag o three-yeac-old sister, Fran
cesea Glusepping, who also needs
o sex change and will get it In
the next few months,

In Catania, Dr. Musumecl said
it hed taken him considerable time
and biological oand psychological
tests Lo deckde if Vitlorio had bet-
ter be a boy or a girl

“Vittorio Alvare was a Lypical)g,

irstance of a genuine hermaphro-
dite,” the Sicilian surgeon suid,
“He nad both inward and entward
characterigtios of both sexes. MHo-
logical tests failed to prove decis-
ive, bit psychological tests showed
the male side was predominant in
his character and [ maode my de-
cision on the basis of that,"”

The cnse of Anloplo was sim:
pler, Dr. Musumoeel said. He was
a "false hermaphrodite of the fe
male type,” meaning that kis in
ner organs were male and only
outward characteristics were [e-
male,

Bolli were prepared psychologl
cally boefore boing operated on, Dr.
Musumeei said. They were placed
in the male section of the clinic
g0 they would beecome accustomed
to being among men. Thele long

hair was first combed and then

cut.

Both were perfectly normal and
fit o marey ond have childron
when they left the elinte, Dr. Muso-
mect siid.

The surgeon
change operations
tonal™ but  require  conslderable
skill antd knowledge. He sald the
most intercsting side of the Giffone
cases was their clear hereditary
factor, he belioved eenluries of
marriages between close Kin in the
small hill village played a role in

id such sex
we not exceps

The heredity, Dr. Musumeei said,
came from the {umily Villorio's
mother, Catering Sorky: She her-
self is normal, bul the two ‘mascos
Hne-looking atmts were her sidlers.
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To doctors, however, Vittorio and |

Papal Farm
To Establish
Angus Herd

Breeders of reglstered Aberdecn-
Angus cottle in the Uglted Stales
are providing a foundation breed-
ing herd for the Papal Farm near
Rome, Haly, according lo Monsig-
nor L, G, Ligutti, executive di-
rector of the National Cathelie Ru-
ral Life Conference of America
with headguaclers in Des Molnes,
Towan.

The desire to plaoce a fine
breeding herd of beel cattle on
the Poapal Farm occurred when
Pope Pius: XII and Dr. Bonomel
li, manager of the farm, became
concerned over the lack of beef
eotlle in Naly ond Southern Eu.
rope. They approached Monsignor |
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