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Oklahoma Appears Headed
For Repeal Of Dry Laws

By CARTER BRADLEY
United Press International

OKLAHOMA CITY (UPL — The
dom thal haos kept legal liquor ont
of Oklahoma since stalehood in
1907 s beginning to erack.

Okluhoma Democrots, who have
always contralled the state govern-
ment, senl o shock wave through
the legal structure of prohibition
in June by nominnling for gover-
nor a 42-year-old reformer who
promises a quick vole on consti
tutional repeal.

The nominee, Tulsa County at-
vd Edmondzon, has
d stricter enforcement ol
ion pending its test ot the
ballol box, Wets have hailed this as
their best omen yel, "They have
arguid that Oklahomn will remain
legally dry as long ns its  bool-
leggers Nourlsh

And fourish they hove. Edmond-
son sald thal as a county altarney
he hax been unable to proseccule
liguor merchnnts due to loopholes
in the lnws reloting to search and
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selaure.

The stite’s boptleg busingss has
heen estimated unofficially at 100
million dallars a year.

Edmondson's opponent in  the
Demoeratic runoff primary, who
had the endorsement of the United
Dry Association of Oklahomn, was
swamped under the biggest land-
slide of voles In Sooner history
And last year, the drys lost by a
wide maorgin they attempted lo es-
tablish local option for 3.2 beer.

Beer, or “3.2" as It is called by
most Oklahomans, is legally de-
fined as non-intoxicating by stoto
law—thus opening another chink
I the prohibiticnist’s armor. Beer

wis legalized in Oklnhoma 25 years
agn, obout the lime most Amer:
icans were {reed from the infunc-
tions of the Volstead Acl, or na-
tional  prohibition,

Edmondson said legalized liguor
would bring into the stale treasury
millions of dollars in taxes which
Oklahoma drinkers are now paying

to nelghboring slales.

“1 am wvery much interested in

seeing that the right Kind of con-
trol features nre includod in any
repenl mensure submilied to the
people,” said Edmondson.
“I believe the people of Okla-
homa hove made up their minds
on this issue, but they want (o
see that adequote  controls ond
revenue feallres wre provided.”

The I-hoired  gubernatorial
nominee is considered a cinch lor
victory in the general election in
November bareing a political mir-
nele.

Hix Republican opponent for gov:

ernor Is Phil Ferguson of Wo
ward.
But Ferguson Is even mare op-
posed to prohibition thin Edmond.
son, So, even in the unlikely event
there is a GOP victory Lhis fall,
one of Will Rogers’ classic remarks
seems headed for oblivion

“Oklahomaons wilt vote dry,"" said
the humorist, “'as long as they
stagaer Lo the polls.
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DANCER'S AUTOBIOGRATRY

NEW YORK (UPD—Irene Castle
ol the famous dancing leam has
written her aulobiography. Double-

ny mll publish it in November.
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Small Forest

Owners Hold
Much Of Land

Small forest ownors are still an
important part of Oregon’s thinber
industry, up—.»mlilu, a0 per (‘i'nl of
this state’s pm' '
[ 4
log ~l|'| reporis,

While small forest holdings e
sradually being bought up by large
operators, thore ace  still  about
35,000 so-called small owners  in
Oregon, sayvs Charles Ross, OSC
farm forestry speciahst

Small forest land ownerships—
hinldings of less than 5,000 acres—
totaled 4923000 acres in 1952, Tat
count reported. by the
Service, All private
commert forest londs in Ore
pon tolal 0.766,800 pores.

Nearly one million acres of the
simall holdings fall in the 10 to 04-
commereinl forest lands in Ore-
gon. More than 21,000 western
Oregon owners in this class operale
o of 835,000 neres.

Clockninns  Counly  leads  the
state in numbers of owners in the
10 to Mhacre class with 2,650 own-
ers having 115000 acres. Lane
County has 2 408 owners wilh 50,-
M acres, and Joackson County’s
2006 smaoll owners  total 08,000
neres, Douglas  County is  nlso
crediled with 88,000 nores in this
closs with 1,105 owners,

A further breakdown of small
forest coniributions to the state
are made for ownerships up to
2,000 acres in western Oregon and
up to 5,000 acres in eastern Ore.”
gon, These forests are estimaled
to produce aboul two billion board
feet annually with value at ap-
proximately 250 million dollars.




