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Hmuv was 32 when he married
For ten yedars he had been
mare than welcome in our
home; we looked on him almost as
one of the family. He gave every in-
dication of thoroughly enjoying our
children, and they fought to sit bhe-
side him at meals or go with him on
errands. He captured them complete-
ly, just as he captured my wife and
me. He was affable, charming, an
accomplished storyteller, and a gen-
erous, understanding friend.

We were delighted when he married
a girl five years younger whom he hud
known for several ycars al his office.
They had been keeping company for
six months, and had been in our home
many times, They appeared complete-
Iy devoted to each other.

That's why it was such a shock
when his wife, Jane, phoned us late
one night—about a year after they
were married—and asked if she might
come over and see us. She was crying
and obviously distressed.

Her story was incredible. It was
the story of an arrogant, opinionated,
hard-headed, selfish man who was
making no concessions to marringe
and had no intention of changing. As
long ns things were done his way, he
wias his old charming self; but when
he was crossed, he was a different
person. My wife and [ were hewil-
dered. Could this be the same Henry
—our wiarm friend for so many years?

Oddly enough, it was the same
Henry. The difference was in the point
of view, Jane saw him as a husband
while we saw him as a [riend, He
was o ine friend—and a bad hushand
In vetraspect, it's easy to diagnose his
trouble: he had simply waited too
P Rah = T long to get married. When he finally
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; e = did, mental rigor mortis had set in
A father considers

As a rvesult, in any difference of
opinion on family problems, Henry
was completely immovable. He would-
n't argue; he simply stated his position
and refused to move from it. It was
unthinkable to him that any othe
valid opinion could exist.

Henry and Jane live in a sort of
uneasy truce. Jane had to decide
whether the marringe meant enough
to her to make the repeated conces-
slons necessary to get along with
Henry in anything other than a per-
petually  distressed atmosphere. She

™ decided it was, finally, and there the
M hll r matter rests for the moment.
Whatever the conclusion, it's a de-

cidedly shaky foundation for a may-
ringe, Yet, Henry is no isolated case
I know dozens of others like lim
hoth men and women, And inevitably
arr S; the basic cause of their difficulties it

adjusting to marringe is the fact that
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i they didn't marry young enough.

g I hope I've learned a lesson fron
” watching  these experiences unfold
=, 0 l I l l g This may come back to haunt me in

" o few years; but I hope my children
' now approaching their teens—marry
yvoung. 1 think that the benefits of o
vouthful marriage far outweigh th
difficulties. Among the people wi
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