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By PAUL BUIAR

NEW YORK ® — “Riddle,"
soid songwriter [riend Don Rob:
ertson to songwriter Sheb Wooley.

“What hos one eye, one horn,
flies and eals people?™

‘Don’t know," =nid Wooley,

“Answer,” said Robertson. “a
one - eved, one - horned, I'I}'ing
people-cater.

It happened in Los Angeles just
before Christr As Gordon Gray,
wional  fie coordinator  for
MGM records, told the story dur-
ing a recemt visit to New York,
the riddle was current at that
momept among Los Angeles teen-
agers,

Wooley liked it, said he would
use it ns the bosis for o tane, Next
day he wrole the song. He added
“purple” for coler and to helghlen
the tmpression of an inter-space
character and he ealled it “Purple
People Eater,"

Al a tecording session in Janu-
uary, Wooley went through a bas-
ket full of funes but they were all
turned down by Jesse Kaye, MGM
West Coast

held for release unbil April 28 be-
cause a novelty record pul oul by
another company was still popular.

No one at MGM was overly-
confidenl. Gray oplimistically bot
five dollars that PPE would sell
100,000 discs.

The record’s rapid rise and sale

artist and repertoire

man, and MGM President Arnold
Maxim

In desperation, Wooley pulled
out PPE. Tt was cecordisd, said
Groy, beenuse there was nothing
better avallable

The arrangement was Wooley's
idea The people caler’s voice,
done by Wooley, was recorded st
hall speed and later cul into the|
final product, The record was

What's A Purple People
Eater? Riddle To Music

was nothing short of fantaslie.
Within three weeks it wos on all
natlonal best seller lists and ot
sl count, sales were nearing the
two million mark. It already has
beerd recorded in 10 lunguages,

Based on its swelling popularity
abropd, world sales are expected
to ultimately reach five and one-
half to six million:

PPE bas been a bonanza for
Wooley. In addition to his shares
as composer and performer, he
also recelves the publisher's share,
He had the foresight te publish
PPE through Cordin One Musie,
a firm he organized about six
years ogo.

Through his three-way cul he
should clear more than $200,000.

There are fringe benefits, too.
PPE dolls, novelty pins and varl-
ous articles of clothing are mak-
ing their way to market.

Songwriter friond Don Robert-
son, the man who started it all, is
also sharing the windfall. On the
flip side of PPE is *1 Can't Be-
lieve You're Mine" written by
:m.nru.on and published by his
Irm

SOURCE FOR AMATEURS

NEW YORK @ — The hooming
ofi-Broadway theatrical scene s
now becoming o source of mates
rinl for amaleur <tape production
Eight xeripts have recently been
taken over by Dramatists Play
Service, the agency established by
the Dramatists Guild to handle
leasing of plays for non-profession-
al groups. The acquigitions include
“Brolhers  Koramazov," *“'Fvery
man Today,” “Mary Stuart," “‘Me,
Candido," “Palm Tree in a Rose
Garden,” “Simply Heavenly,™ *1
Knock at the Door.” and “Tevya

and His Daughters.”




