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Dry Pellet Feeding For Rainbow Trout Tried At Klamath Hatchery

By PAULINE BROUGHTON

The experimental feeding of rain-
bow  trout with dry  pellels has
been. underway this past year al
several game  comm
hatcheries,  with  extensive  use
siarting this summer, The expiri-
ment began ' by leeding only &
sminll portion of {ish at each plant
on the pellet diel. In that way,
growth rates, cost, mortality and
othwr amportant Tactors could be
studied.

The feeding of dry fish food in|
pellet form proved loo lime con-

every hour as eompared to twice
dinly feedings for other ponds o

sming to Dick Evang, superin-|
fendent ot the  Klamath  Trow
Hatchery, s0 he decided to do

something about it
hig briln wave Hube Gold-|
berg feeding  device, fully auto:
mtie except Tor daily londing of
the contrapiion with the dry fish
food  pellets,

According to the Teeding sched:
ule, expernnental lots of rainbow
treul were 1o be  fed
amounts of the pelleted food ance

The result of

15 a

EXPERIMENTAL USE of an automatic feeder for dry pel-
lets in the tanks at Klamath Trout Hatchery is being close-
ly serutinized by Di:ck Evans, hatchery superintendent,
shown here with the new device he has concocted. In the
picture, the circular platform onte which the pellets drop
through the flexible hose from the hopper is revolving
with such speed that the baffles on its surface do not
show. As it spins, the centrifugal force sends the pellets
a sufficient distance out into the tanks so that crewding
at feeding time is avoided.

—Oregon Game Commistion Phole

fish receiving the costomory mixed] A pulley arrongement and ver-| feeding, 1t tokes, Evans estimates,
{

food diet, This honrly feeding of [ticnl shoft. were mounted 1o the|about 20 minutes per pond to feed
small amounts was to encourage | frame, with the bottem  of the{the pellets by hand and the feed-
the fish to consume all of the pel-|shaft abowt & fool above the wa-ler does the job in 10 scconds.
lets @t ench fecding, As the peljter level in the ponds. To the| The aim is to feed pellets ex-
lets start 1o disintegrate  alter |shaft, Evans attached a Mt dise |clusively, However, the small fry
shout 30 minites in waler, this|about 18 inches in dismeter whichlpre actually started on a normal

wis designed lo  eliminote  food |hag four tnpered radioting boffles| ment and fish diet and as they
waste, : on the top side. ) grow they are introduced to pel-
Such a tight fecding schedule] Evans hooked the entire rig ollets fn increasing daily amounis.

lound Evans, and his crow spend:-{n one-hall horse  power  electrie
ing most of their tme admimster: imotor and & timing deviee which
ing to the hungry fish (o the detrl-[ean be set to oporate the feeder
ment of mofe impoctant work ul|.||||u|i:l..[n:ull}' a5 often as desived,
ihe hotchery. also controlling amounts fod.

To solve the problem, Evans| When the feeder is in operation,
took a commercial figh feeder of [the baffles in the hopper open te
50 pounds cappeity and attached [allow the dry peliels 1o drop down
a sheet metal funnel and a section|the funnel and oul the tubing ontelor more,
of flexible tubimg to the unders|the flab dige,  Centeifugal  (oree]  Findings show that conversion (o
side. Inside the Wopper, balfles|spews them oul into the pond iu|[..mt pellets regulls in more rapid
wore installed which opened ato- [ wide holf cirele about 20 feet infgrowth than the olid fresh or frozen
matieally  and  econtrolled the | radi meat and fish diel. n addition,
tameunt  of  dey  tood  dropping] Evans said he got e Mdea oy |lpss food & required per pound of
|through the opening. The devicejthe fecder fram the straw spread- | fish produced, Lobor costs have
|was mounted to a portable frameler on the rear of a combine har-lheen redueed one-hioll and  food
{which can be moved to any de-|vester. So far, the device  hadcosts Towered,
teired location pround the perimie-jsaved many man hourgs  which| The main prollem encountered
ler of vhe ponds, wenld hove been devoted to handlin the experiment s the initind
lintroduction of the dry form of
feed. Some losses ocenr through
Irefusal of the [ry and (ingerlings
to et the dry food, Alter the fish
became  alenstomed  te pellels,
however, (hey Teed ovidly and put
on excellent growth, Sidmon, eut-
throot and steelhend may reasct
differently to the new diet and are
now  undergoing feeding (rials,

1f the problem of pellet feeding
can be solved for all species, the
traditionnl hotchore fish diet praob-
ably will be abondoned throeghout
the stale's hatchery system in foe
vor of the nower form, Studies (o
dote show greot promisc for pels

The amount of soft food i de
crepsed proportionntely. After seve
eral weeks, the entire diet is in
pellet form. Small “stortes” pel-
Jots gre wsed to pequisnt the iry
with the dry foodi As they grow,
the fish ave graduated Lo pea-size
pellets for Inrge lish of 10 inches

et feeding resulting  in faster
o lerowlh at o tremendone <oving in
cost

l Evons has faith in the pellet

fueding principle. When it is com-
pletely accepted, he plans (o ¢
il his ponds with the automatic
fish Aeeding device,
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AUTOMATION has been added to fish feeding at Klam-
ath Trout Haichery through ithe ingenuity of Dick
Evans, hatchery superintendent. This close.up photograph
of the converted commercial fish feeder shows the ane-
half horse power molor which works on a timer so that

feeding is spaced at hourly intervals with the amount of Sl
| fued released regulated by the hopper control. The hop.- Bakm NIII'SBT]'
per holds 50 pounds of dry pellets and feeds at the rate TU 2-3167

of one pound in 10 seconds. Cost of feeding the fish is
reduced because the evperimental feeder practically elim-
inates food waste and cuts manhours in handling.

3616 So. 6th Street

Researchers On Trail Of
Brush Chipping Methods

—Oregon Game Commission Phote
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| 1o the Sierra, the noxious brush
e oleh broom is being ueed, Soy.
teral hundred  pounds of  scotehy
theoom pellels bive been prepared
will
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