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Drinks Free,
By HUBBARD HEAVY

HOLLYWOOD (AP This is
report on that Methuselah among
melodramas, "The Drunkard," by
one ot its oldest living patrons.

How well I remember thanks
to some clippings July 9, 1933

'The Drunkard" was then three
nights old. Last night I saw per
formance No. 9,225 the silver
anniversary show, plus three.

Neely Edwards is the only mem-
ber of the original cast still in

the Drunkard.' I saw Neely
again last night, for perhaps the
30th time. He was as snry as ever.
although he's 74. He was a mere
49 when he first became the
father of the girl who is tearfully
wronged.

in 25 years. Neely Edwards has
missed only about SO perform-
ances.

'The Drunkard" became a mu
sical five years ago and now
called "The Wayward Way." It is
pretty corny stutf, but it was tak
en seriously as a dramatized tem
perance lecture when P. T. Bar- -
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num produced it In the 90s. The
current cast plays it very broadly
indeed. . -

The audience sits at tables and
drinks free beer and cats free
pretzels and hisses the villain.
Very freely. They cheer and ap-

plaud, always a little more loud-

ly by about the fifth act, when
the heroine escapes from the
clutches of the leering

Neither the drama nor the mor-

al explains the success of "The
Drunkard." It's the sociability,
the fun, the taking part in the
performance that have attracted
2'4 million. July 6 is the actual
anniversary, but that date fell on
Sunday, when there never is a
performance.

"The Drunkard" has more fig-
ures than the Bureau of Statis-
tics. If all the empty beer bottles

an average of three per adult
customer were laid end to end,
it would take forever to pick them
up. If all the pretzels fell on you,
they'd crush you.
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HE WAS TEMPTATION
HONOLULU W) The First

Transpacific Conference on Alco
holism was in session at a local
hotel. Into the session strolled a
hotel waiter, pushing a cart of
mixed drinks. "He obviously had
t h e wrong place,' commented
James A. Pell, an official on the
Hawaii L'ommiiiee un Alcoholism
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As an added service for your
convenience the Herald and
News provides you the week's
radio and TV programs in this
one convenient listing. Save
this all week. For specific in-

formation, call your favorite
radio or TV station.
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