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ou lve in the United States of America. You are an
Amencan,
Real Amencans like their country. They are proud of it. They
thmk it 15 & good place to live. And they want 1o keep it good
—to keep it getting beiter all the ime.

Why is America the way it is? What makes it a good place
¥o tive? The answer is simply this:

Throughout our history most Americans have believed

that every person has certain rights and duties and re-
sponsihilities. :
Americans have believed thaf there are certain things people
xhould do, and things they should not do.
They have also beheved in certain things that people are,
and are not.
These things that people believe are called principfes, This
book is an attempt 1o stite the Principles of Amencain simple,
primer fashion so that you can understand them, learn them,
and remember them.

This isimportant. It was hecause earlier Amencans believed
in these principles and guided their lives by them, that America
has grown to be the good place 1t is.

If all of us learn and remember these principles—if we also
guide our lives by them—then we can help to keep Amernica
growing hetter, and better, and better.

And il we follow these Principles of America, we can help
make the world a better place to live in, oo,

The Principles of America are these . .

1. Each Person is of Importance and Value as an
Individual,
This isilie s rienitone . , . (he foundation of all our other beliels in

A person’s o gnt 1o live his own life, to speak Tor himself, Lo chioose
and change his leaders.

From it comes our hatred of thoswe “isms" umder which the indi-
vidual has no value of importance ar a person, bul iy anly one of
many unimportant peaple who have 1o live the way their leaders
tell them 1o,

Coming directly from that first principle are two others that
are also part of the foundanon of Amerncanism.

2. We Believe that All Men should Enjoy Per-
sonal Freedom,

3. We Believe that All Men are Created Equal.
I8 is worth notime that the Declaration of Independence expressed
the behel that “all mien aee created sqanl™ 10 did not state or imply
n beliel that men develap equally or Rave :qll.ll ahifity, apthal they
should ever he forced to an exact equality of thought, speech or
material possessions.

That would be equality withoul fresdom. Americans have alwiys
beligved the two should go together.
In our Constitution, and in ather laws of our land, there are
set down principles to protect the nghts and freedoms and
equality of individuuls.

4. The Right to Freedom of Speech,

This includes freedom of the press, of radio, ol motion pictures, of
every meins by which man may express his thoughis,

5. The Right te Freedom of Assembly.

At we believe in the nght of indnadual action, o we believe 1hat
Individuals should be free 1o act together,

6. The Right to Freedom of Worship.
Now only i the individual free worshp s he willy bt religons
themselves are tree and equal

7. The Right to Security of Person and Property
NOE Just one, B three Amendments 1o the Comstitulion (i, $h
and 19thi protect apainst illegal search and séizuig, o loas of |ife,
liberiy, or property, without “dise prodess of law.™”

8, The Right to Equal Protection before the Law,
AV ibivitaly are cqualhy imporant, s aws mis apply cgually to
all, wyihowrn specl povileges for any group.

9. The Right to Freedom from Stavery,
Thes inchudes “the tight 1o qut,” lor oo indiadunl may be forced 1o
wark (00 am s

10. The Right to Petition the Government.
The right of the indivdual 10 " pebition the Sovermiment 19r redress
of grievances’ |5 evhlence of the Ameriat
18 the tervant, Aor the masiér, of the peaple

Beliel thit gisvernment

. The Right to Vote for people of vour choice.
The o the individual's mwst potent weapon 'in the profectipn of his

At and freedoms . . & weapon that 1o be effecupg inust be con-

manihy and wascly used.
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Other Principles hold that every man has . . .

12, The Right to a Good Education.

13. The Right to Live where he pleases.

14. The Right to Work where he wants to.
15. The Right to Belong to an Organization,
16. The Right to Own Property.

17. The Right to Start his Own Business,

18. The Right to Manage his Own Affairs.

19. The Right to Make a Profit or to Fail, depend-
ing on his Own Ability.

There are other, similar rights of individual action which are

Principles of America, but all of these individual rights may

be combined in these two broad principles. . .

20. Every Man isentitled to Freedom and Equality
ol Opportunity.

21. Every Man may Earn his Living When, Where,
and How he wants to.

There are also Limiting Principles . . .

Principles of individual freedam sometimes clash with those

ol individual equality. Therelore our rights as individuals must

be limited, and those limitations are themselves prinoinles,

22, The Rights of any Individual shall not Inter-
fere with those of Other Individuals.

Your right to swing vour arms stops where the other fellow’s nise
Klarts.

23. The Rights of any Individual shall not Inter-
fere with the Welfare of the People.

Freedom of speech does not give the individual the right 1o shout
“fire’" in & crowded theatre,

24, Every Individual owes Obedicnce to the Laws
under which he Lives.

The mdwidual has the nnht 10 @ik against a law, to work and vote
tochange that faw, but NOT 1o disobey thay faw

Principles that are Patterns of Behavior . . .

Many of our principles of individual freedom and equality are

guatiterd to us by law. But we have other beliefs, other gen-

eritl rules of action and conduct that hayve grown to the status

of principles. And these oo, are founditions of Americanism.
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25 A Man shall be Judged by his Own Record,
Aomudn s By background, les sace or his religion, is ot as jme-
portant as swhat thar man bimself can do, for Amerscans helieve 8
TR Iiest sTand on Bis own (det

26. A Man s Free to Achieve as much as he can

Wi believe that where any bov may become Presndent, where any
man imas achieve gteatness, there is the groatest incentive for every
AN 0 J0 s Best

27. To Achieve anything, a Man should be Will-
ing to Work.
Amehcans have alwavs koown that "vol don't pet wmething for
mhme,” Hhat 1o gel anyihing takes 8 willingness to work

28. Achievement also Depends upon the Ability to

do a Good Job

Add 1 Willingness to work ™ the ability to produce resulis and the

it o the bavs for st individiaal achrevement 1o our

]

the Results of lus Work and his AMilitv.

Rocaise of this behief, Amer
but they have been more 1a

v hins not only produced mote gonds
voand mone widely shared b more
peopie than i amy other counry

Security 18 the Ability of @ Man to Provide for
himself.

The only true sscunty for any indivdual i the opportunity, the
abality, aend the deesmiimation 10 WOk and plan and wave for his pwn
present amd futire. Selfsreiiance (s vital to individual independence
and personal freedom. No man can be “proud and free™ who de-
penids on others foe his secunty

P

o

31, When an Individual cannot Provide his own
Security, the Responsibility should be Assumed
by Others.

We belicve that o one shauld starve, or be without adequte choth
ing anid shelter, o those who have more than their hasic noeds share

the responsibility of providing the essentials of security for those
who need help,

32. Each Individual must Deal Fairly with others.

Honesty, faimess, and personal integrity are virtues that help free
anit indepentdent individuals get along with each other withoat
losing their independence,

33. Fair and Free Competition is a Good Thing.

Amenicans have alwayy helicved that competition among mdis
viduals or grotps encourapes greater effort which in turn brings
greater benetits to all.

34. Cooperation among Individuals is Vital.

PrisienT Esewiowsn has siid: “The freedom 10 compete wigom
ously accompanied by a readiness to cooperate wholkeheartedly for
the performunce of o and 1 fi b

make our system the most productive on earth.*

Principles of Individual Responsibility . . .

Freedom for individuals carries with it an equal responsibility
to use that freedom wisely. If we wish to remain free, we must
fanhfully fulfill this responsibility,

35. The Individual is Responsible for himself and
his Family.
He must protect them and provide for their present and futore
well-heipg.

36. The Individual has Responsibilities to the
Groups of which he is a Part,
He must grve of his best 1o his community, his chinrch, Y emplover,
his union, and to every group in which individuals cooperate for
et mutunl: benefit,

37. The Individual has Responsibilities to his
Country. L
He myust be an active citiren, interesting himself i local, state, and
nauonal government, soting wisely, thinking and speaking and
acting to preserve and strengthen freedom, equality and opportunity
for every individual,

38. The Individual has Responsibilities to the
World.
Min's horizons have expanded, What happens in' the world affects
firm, and his aetions can affect the world, Toduy, therelore, each man
has a resppnaibility to act—and to encourage his country to act—so
that freelom and cooperation will be encouraged among the people

inil the nations of the world.
For America’s Future
Most of us utve faith in our country’s ability to move forward,
10 improse, to grow, to provide more and more individuals
with more and more of everythung they want and need in life...
If we, the peaple of the United States, want 1o have more
materil benefits, we must believe in and follow these two
prneiples
39. The only way wecan Have More is to Produce
More; and
40. As we Produce More, we must make it possi-
ble for Maore and More People to Enjoy that
which we Produce.
If we, the peaple of the United States, want to have a better
life, spiritually as well as matenally. ...
41. Wemuststand firmly for our Beliefs, our Rights,
our Principles,
Phere are thase who would chip away our econfidence so that

thewr speci brand of tyranny might ereep into Amenca. They
must not succeed. So, let us ask of every plan, or act, or idea., ..

Is it With or Against the Principles of America?
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