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Ex-Governor Tells Story

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1953

Of Early Klamath Incident

Edllor's Nole—Fuollowing s
story that Oswuald West wrole in
1905, and recently discovered, He
sent i to the Herald and News
to be used os an tem from early
day Klamath Fulls history.

]

By OSWALD WEST

On July 5, 1903, the year of the
Lewis and Clark  Exposition, |
found my=ell in Klomath Fulls on
business connectod with the State
Land Offive, While taking an aft-
er dinner steoll along the town's
main slrect, I was to witness what
to me, was a distressing perform
ance,

A couple of cowhands, from down
around Merrill, and well Liquored:
up, were exhibiting an undersized
holl broken, [oot.sore L
mules, which they had hite
o hvavy mountain-type top bu,
They would raee them up
down the street to
how quickly they could he stopped
in front of a saloon where drinks
would be ordered,

Seeing that the abused nnimals
nevded & friend, 1 made inquiris
as to whether thoy were for sale
Being (old that the outfit was for
sale for $150, 1 informed the gentle-

man that 1 was not interested In
the bugiy and horness, only the
mules, The deal, therefore, ap-

pared to be off,

Alpng about 1 o'¢lock in the
morning, 1 wis owoakened by a
loud knock at my hotel room door,
When | inquired as to what was
asked: you the guy who want-
ed to buy our mules?" 1 said
wias, Sald he: “We'll t.i\u- $155 for
the outfit.” Said 1: I wouldn't
accepl your buggy und harness ns
a g:ll 1 am interested only in|
the mules, “Well.” sald he, “we'll
take $100 for them," Sq aid 1:
too mut.‘u U'll give you §75." "1
sald he, "you'll !-.I\l' s $50, we'll
sell — providing you'll advance us
$10" (bodly needed whiskey mon-
eyl. “O.K.," sald I

Crawling oul of bed, 1 dug wup
the 10 spot nnd passed it oul to
him, arranging for delivery of the
mules at & feed yard In the morn-
ing. when the balance ol the pur-
chuse price was lo be paid,
The problem now to be solved
wis: how Lo get them to Ashland,
from where they could be shipped
by rail te Sulem. Luck, however,
wits with me, for that yery morn-

g a stetimer serviee was being
Inaugurited on Klamath Luke, A
small freight amd possenger boat
wis dlue to leave the Falls

Pelican Lodge — from where thel
old  “Dead  Indian® atl  lead
through and over the Cascades o
Ashlond, n distunce of around 50
miles. So, I loaded my charges|

aboard the steamor and we reached
o destination without mishap
Unfortunately, however, the
mules had fol been broken to ride
and hod to be led over the brail
T tessituted my hiribg a sad-
nog: but the only one avail-
wis somewhat advanced in
years, still in the shoulders and
utishod, An old hornless «dock sad.
e supplied was quite In Keeping
with the horse, which was to be
turned loese as Ashland was
noared, that he might return home
When within about 15 miles of

demonstrate |

ONE OF THE MULES involved in this story of an incident
in the life of Klamath Falls in 1905 is shown here. Prepar-
ing to hit the saddle is Oswald West, now residing in
Salem. West purchased the mules in Klamath Falls in 1905
and had them shipped fo Salem. This picture was taken

ONE MAN ARSENAL — The 1951 gift of a rifle that a

1.|l.'.~.‘

1| 53 years ago.

{was 470, While trying to decide
| whether to pay this high cost or
make someone a present of the
{mules; 1 recalled that, when com
ing South, 1 had seen a8 coraled
ealf resting on a Wells Fuargoe
truck At Rascburg. So, I called
on the local expr agent, who
informed me that the maximum
welght acceptable for a erated
nnimal was 700 pounds. And, if
within that maximum, the two
animals could be shipped to Sal-
em for $42.50 — some saving.
The mules weighed around 500
pounds each., So, with crates built
to weigh within 200 pounds, they
could travel by express. Inguiring
at the livery stable who, in town,
could and would make such erales
was nformed that an und
toker, whose establishment wa
eated just across the street,

lo-
had

Al

lon oecasions rendered such o sery-
ice. Calling on the undertoker, a
[deal was made — the erates to he
congtructed of light, dry lumber
i-u as to bring each within 200
| pounds.

The undertaker turned out to be
a humane persom,  but  without
mlllh vlodge as to mules, their
il disposition. Nol wish-

| the little animals suf
fer any discomfort ln transit, he
left an opening In fromt through

which they could stick their heads
and stretch their necks. This led
to disaster,

The job finished, the mules, blind-
folded, were shoved inte the erales
and, as thought, made secure, As
train  Ume was approaching, the
crates were lopded shoprd an old-

Q-\.h!.lnli the l?ii! .‘ulll[”f‘ nog b(‘- "‘1!1‘. ]ll“ twihorse truck. When

come  fool o and weary. So, 1)the vehicke was = started on its

vemoved his pridle. which Teft him | WoY, ”"' hlindfolds were removed,

free to graze, and heoded him| The mules, however, Irie to theie

back towards Pelican Biy. Cover- |nature — coutious and curions —

ing the balance of {he distonce on i “tl things over but rilsed no

foot, 1 reached Ashlynd around o *'sturbance

i it night | pen reaching the @ =totion
o'k at nigl |\ ! the S P t

The next morning 1 inguired as|! made doliviry 1o the local ex

to shipping chorpes and (oond that [ress agenl and received the com

i 1 | 1 i th

the lowest (reight rate to Salem ! eeipl. The crateg and

ve  mow shilled frem

Iruck ts CXPReES

THE COVER L mpany's platlers kD B¢

This week's sover Pi."”° I'.h;- Lewis amd Clatk thw Iraw|

Was rwaninE w (e mciwwe el

was shor by Merald and
News Photogsapher Ben
Kettier in Langell Molltey,
using a stondard pres cam-
era, Superpan film with an
exposure of f22 ot 100th
of o second with a yellow
filter,

"uk lostns ol 1 Sahlswd @ arda
Mo "wive 1 Pabwin ol N epuar-

Bein LI B T

Toam
| 1;: lo qhis time, the mules —
not being sure of themselves —
twere well behaved it proved

slorm, As

unly & belore

recall, the express hond  Wuck

was about a fool lower than the
flovr of the express car. This ne.
vessitated the agent in charge call.
ing: for needed assistance. The
rears of the mules were towards
the car door — their heads faced
the ticket office entrance.

As the rear of the first erile
was lilled the mule slid forward
and, with head and nock extending
through 1the crate's front open-
ing, was thus given all needed free-
dom for action. Then it happened.
In a split part ol a second, the
rear of the crate was kicked to
splinters, these and the express
ogent disappearing through the
rear door. The crate seemed to
rise in the air and then crash on
the platform. The mule, somehow,
landed under the car. Sitting on
o rafl, he pecred out ot an amused
auaience,

The second mule; taking the cue
fram his mate, proceeded to kick
himsell [ree from his crate, which
landed jombed in the ticket office
entrance, The two mules, once
maore free and together, proceeded
o wend their way uphill teward!|
the city center — followed by al
flock of lown youngsters. I board-
ed Ihf' train with the express com-
par
in

my wallet.
The Wells Fargo express agent
al Salem was old Tom Hunulai-e
a faithful, Jongdime emplove who
believed and contended that his
company was the most efficient
concern on esrth and could do ne
wrong. My train arrived at night
or early morning. So, for devil
ment, 1 dropped in at the express
company’s office aboul % am. and
sald: “Uncle Tom, I've comne for
my mules"” Said Tom: “"What are
you talking about? There are no
muoles here for You or anyvone
elee,” "Well, they were shipped
yesterday from  Ashlond, on the
same Irain that 1 came on'
Tom, bewildered searched|
through his records, but foumd noth-
ing showing in the mule
i'l'ln eupon | proceeded 1o damn the)
|company for its inefficiency an
| poer service
Ii ws defemse insigling that 1 was
criwy. Bl b o few doys, |
|||-.| ek o nolily me
my wwiles hod arrived  Calling
o oy opets, | found them cerated
® what might be called log cab-

i

lins. They were delivered, how-
ever, withowt extra charge.
I consumplion in the Uniled

§in 1956 was 854 pounds §
lAlJ-Il

W

s receipl shfely cached .N.I\I

line. |

Tem promptly ¢ arme |

friend didn't want started
Fascinated b

Ray has adJ
arsenal, He is shown with
game room of his home in

the 45.70 Spring
ed more than 400 weapons to his one man

Ray Wefing on a gun toot.

?ia!d a post Civil War gun,
art of his collection in the
lackridge, a suburb of Pitts-

burgh. The walls of the room are lined with pre Civil
Woar rifles and muskets, and the cases haye little room left
for more antique revelvers and pistols.

A plan for a unit hunt system
for taking antlerless deer will he
presented to the Oregon Game
Commission for its consideration
when it mests July 11 to set “the
1458 hunting regulations. John Me:

eaid that if unit system
adopted it will mark the end of the
general either-sex hunts ns used
isince 1953,

This does not mean that the tak-
ting of either-sex deer will also
jcome to an end, MeKean said.
In order to harvest surplus pum.
bers of deer on the various herd
ranges, some does oz well o4 bucks
t be tiken. However, the unit
|svstem will not only control the

|number of hunters in a unit but |

jalso eontrol the sumber of
Imals taken from each sp
|area.

The unit hunts will not allow the
wide freedom of choice that hunt-
ers have had during the either.|
sex seasons of the past. Under the
new system, a hunler would de-
cide in advance which srea he
wanted to hunt, apply for a per:
mit, and take his chances in &
drawing. This wouold disperse the

ic

hunting pressure  throughout the
ale any concenlira-

| as has ollen pe-

curresl on several popular he

|tanges during past either-sex sea-
150ns,

In no way will the onit
affect the geperal buck
|Hunters could still exercise thel

swedom of choice of hunting ter-
¥ lor the taking of buck deer.
order to achieve a kill of!
ome 20000 antlerless  deor
aboutl the averd number taken
rach year since —1it would be|
weessary lo some 100,000
Ipermits. This may seem like a lot
lol permits but in realily a con.
|servative minimum when past kill
records and hunter success are
|

hunts

texip

analyzed
Accarding lo past kill records a

Rean, chiel of the game division, |
the

15|

seoson. |

Game Commission To Study
Plans For Unit Deer Hunt

fourth of the hunters helding per-
mits would kill their buck during
the general buck season, eliminat-
Ing theém from the unit hunts, Only
aboul one-halfl of the actunl parties
ipants would be successful in tak-
ing a deer during the unit hunt
ELASON.

The problem of handling an es-
timated 200,000 applications  and
the lssuance of the 10,000 permits
through a drawing is now being
straightened oul by the game stall
ag they prepare the plan for pres-
entation to the commission at the
July hearin

The plan as it is established now
calls for o total of 60 antlerless
deer units according lo major herd
ranges. Forty five ol these are on
Jthe mule deer ranges of stern
Oregon.

A hurting map would be inclind-
ed in the hunting regulations sy-
nopsis, in addition to a scale
map to be iscued lo each license
agent for inspection by prospec-
tye applicants in selecling the unit
of their choice. Only the number
ol permits required Lo achieve the
desired Kl in each unit would be
wsuid.

MceKean  said  that  uniform
dates for all units woukl be desir-
able and that the hunts should be
held the lotter part of the general
buck s=eason so thdk hunting par-
ties could plan their trips togeth-
er. Only those hunters with unused
tags would be allowed to partici-
Permits would be  issued

The game chiel sald that in dis-
cussing the unit system during the

__'past year it has received full pe-

ceptance from most of the organ-
|izedd sportsmen’s organizations in
Ithe state. The July hearing will
give all Hunters an opportunity to
volce their views 'on the proposal,

Gen
lins on
in 1863,

Jokn Bidwell firyd put rals-
the market in Calllornia




