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BOOK REVIEWS

A Bold Investigation Into
The Creative Era Of Paris

By W. G. ROGERS
THE BANQUET YEARS, By
Roger Shattuck. Harcourl, Brace
$4.50.
Four men are the principal sub-

jeots of this bold investigation into|™

the nuture of what some folks call,
prelentionsly and Incorrectly bul
comprehensibly, the "moderne” or
“muodernistic” book, poem, play,
painting and musical score, The
works of this quartel ran from
about 1685 lo 1018 but their spirit
rung on still, and thele color, shape
and substance are lo be seen in
much of the culture of our times.

The four chosen astulely by

Shattuck to illustrate his interpre-
tution of the marvelous creative
fever that roged in Paris in the
3 years surrounding the turn of
the century are a painler, a com-
paser and a pair of writers:

Henri “the Douanier” Houssenu,
who died in 1910; Erik Salie, 1925:
Alfred Jarry, 1907; and Guillgume
Apollinaire, 1918,

Rousseau was nul so simple as
he seemed, nor was Apollinaire
s0  sophisticated, Shatiuck soys;
and his thesis is thal the progres-
sion from one to the other con-
toined  the “vital principle” of
what he aptly names “The Ban-
quet Years.™”

Born in 1044 in Laval—Jarry's
hirthplace, too—Roussenn worked
in the local Paris toll office, served
in  wniform, was a  “Sunday”
painter and achieved fame with
stich nalve canvases as “The
Sleeping Gypsy™ and “The Jungle
Lion.” People who know thelr
painters better than their paint-
ings, as some do, may remember
him <best for that [obulous Bohe-
mian banguel about which, as this
devoted student of the cera notes,
there are writlen accounts by at

tive; this is the convergence of all
iings Lo o single instant in the
;writing,

Shattuck has an enviable share
ol the wit he writes about—Jarry
¢ “something of o sensib
nioe,'” he says, and the Rousseau
banquel was “a lark in earnest.’
Or he can cap an argument with
a sentence thal recapitulafes angd
demonsirates all by itsell, as when
he comments that "the subject of

-{liant examination of 1

a. painting is oot what it starled
with but what it ends up with,'

Aside from the pleasure vou gel
out of this book, there is the n:
estitmable profit. This is a bril-
e charadter
ul modern artistic expression. The
next time anybedy says he doesn't
know what this modern stull is all
about, tell him: "Rend Shattuck."”
I 15 the wanderfully complete ans.
wir.

Erika And

Restores

Little was known of Nepal's|
King Tribbuvana in 1049, The real|
rulers of hig country wanled the
world to think ol him as a drunk,
a lecher and an opium addict.

A vear later with Indin's help,
Tribhuvana led o successful rebel-
lion pgainst Lhe Rona Tamily that
had Jong run Nepal and had kept
the roval family paloce prisoners,

ERIKA AND THE RKING i(Co-
ward-MeCann) is  Erika Leuch-
tog's story of the months in 1948
she spent in Katmaondu as physio-
therapist and companion lo the
royul family. Miss Leuchlag. [or
from finding a debauched mon.
arch, respected the king as an in-
telligent, sensitive man who longed
to lead his people.

Erikn plotted to free the king
Shee appointed hersell go-belween
for messages [rom Tribhuvana to
Indinn officials, and vice versa.
Possibly because she was o fugi-
tive from Hitler Germany, she was
o willing conspiralor sgoninst the

The King

Monarch

She is not sure how much she
{helped, but the king lll'{.'.ill'll.‘d Pow-
jer in 1950, Mo died in 1965 and
Was suecceded on the throne by his
i ohendra,

Erika wenves  on  interesting
story of the roval family. She was
brought from India lo lresl the
senior gueen dnd in no tine ol all
was teaching the King, his queens
and daughters how Lo dance, we
orn style, She pictures the royal
paloce as a happy home wherin
two queens and o concubine they
had selected personally lived in
Barmaony and understanding,

“The King made no distinction
belween the sisters, and i, in his
spontoneous  generesity, he gave

che hod given him, then he gove
the other an identical present,”
Erika writes of the queens, ““They
were not (wo o women o him, but
ane, Lakshmi, his
children,  also, 1o
queens as ope pi

Rano  (yranny,

i fact or not.’

least half a dozen participant
among them Gerlrude and Leo
Stein and Pleasso’s onelime mis-
tress, Fernande Olivier.

Satie, born in 1866, one of ‘'Les
Six," wrote linkly, tart and witly
pleces, short-breathed, novel and
fresh as the dawning century,
“Three Pieces in the Shape of a
Pear,” for example.

Jarry, whose birth date is 1873,
ir perhaps the least known to us:
but those who do know him will
Identify him as outhor of “Ubu
Rol," which stirred Paris os no
play had done since Hugo.

Apollinaire, born In 1860 in Rome
antl a Frenchman by choice. wrote
“Les  Mamelles  de  Tireslas”
which, to Poulenc's music; has
been performed several times in
this country, Apollinaire was in a
fashion the impresario of the
group, Shalluck says; he defined
cubism, and eloquently vpheld the
coause of all kinds of modern art,
He died only two days belore the
end of World War 1, in which he
was severely wounded

Out of this hiographleal tangle
Shuttiuek gets (he picture of the
purpase and accomplishment  of
our artislic endeavors. These f{our
in Paris—thg locale is important
—broke away from what he calls
thr arts of transition and gave us
the *“urtg of Juxtaposition,” ol
“nextness,” Then he carties 1L far.
ther to represent it as the uitimate
simullancily, the coming logether
in a single flash instead of the
{raditiongl going-on. This Is the
repetitivencss of Gertrude Stein;
this Is the many sides of an ob-
Jurt shown all ol onee cubistically
s by Piensso instend of the old
fashioned thinning.out inte perspec-

FIRST MEAT PACKER

SPRINGFIELD, Mass (UPD —|
indus- [to write the sympathetic preface, | Associ

Though the meat packing

Complacency

In The Schools

Attacked By Former Senator

By THOMAS P. WHITNEY

THIS 18 THE CHALLENGE. By
William Benlon, Assoviated Col-
lege Presses. $3.95.

Former Senator Benlon wenl 1o
the Soviel Union in 1855 for o
briel fact-linding trip. He devoted
particular attention 1o the Soviet
educational system, He returned
to. warn that the LLSS.R. was
making grenl progress in lraining
and educating ils young people—
partlenlarly in science and tech.
nology — and that America must

Thoughts Of
A Saintly Boy

By W. Gi. ROGERS
SPRING RETUR
Long. Preface by Anne Morrow
Lindbergh, Pantheon, $1.95
A young boy, Roger, of a saintl
ness al least s uncommon  in
Iterature as in life, is the central
[igure in this novel. S¢t in uppor
New York State holl o century
ago, the story tells of the effeet
of Roger's Inflluence on  people
whose ages vary greatly but whose
temperaments, excopt perlinps {or
mad Izabel, are seraphic. There is
actlon, and then o climax, but this
is not a novel in any conventional
sense. It is, in Hoger's words, anid
in Long's constont practiced and
purpose, an unremiiting time of|
“having the most 1
thoughts."
Mrs. Lindbergh was just the one

. By Honiel |

wander ful 1

make & remendous efforl to meel
this challenge. Now that the Sput-
niks have made America conscious
of Soviet advances. Benton has
mudle available in book form his
notes and observations,

The hook was edited by Fdward
W. Bartett, dean of the Columbia
School of Journalism, and carrles
a foreword by journalist John
Gunther and a prefotory note by
Adlal Stevenson,

The bulk of the book is specchos,
articles and testimony before con-
gressional committees and mem-
arandn, OF this moterinl only o
small parl becomes publicly avail-
able for the first time,

“This 15 the Challenge” brings
together many  important  foets
gibout the USSR and intelligent
nmentary by the author. I also
vsenls  concrete propesais  to
speed up our educationnl process.
It is wbjective and sanc—and im-
predsive  ledtimony  lo Henlon's
energy in ultempting ta make
Americans aware of the continued
dangers which lie in complacency.

Vertical Panels

Q. In installing vertical panel
ing on a wall, how far apuart should
furring strips be?

A, It depends upan the stress to
be put on the wall, 1f it has te sup
port heavy shelyes, furring strips
ishould be closer together than

ne wall hungings are to be accom-
middated. Bul the Wesiern Pine

try is centered in the Middle West|She did not know Long. she says, \more than four fect be permitied
fedoy. it began here in Spring-{but corvesponded with him, He
field. William Pynchon, founder of [died before this bopk was pub-

the city, started the nation's first
meat packing plant in the 1640's,
sailing his ships down the Cenneéc-

lished. Some 40 years ago in
“Song’ he wrote of the dead
They » sofe and shall notl fade,

ticul River with supplies of corned|Aflter everything Is done,
beel and salt pork for Whe West|Past
Inddivs,

the golace of the shade,
Or the rescue of the sun'

| between furring strips in any pan
eling job.

Emply 0g
for storing earrings,  Christmas
tree decorations, children's socks,
malle, nuts and bolts, and oher
lemol] lesns.

one a present for some plénsure

consorl,  His
ed upon buth
ent, colling ench
Mui ]I—Ml]”ll‘l—\-\hl‘ﬂll_‘r she wos

By JERRY BENNETT

NEA Staff Correspondent

WASHINGTON (INEA) — The
tune of the hickory stick can still
be heard in classtooms  through:
oul the nalion,
| This Is one of the main themes
which education experts use to
teoumter chorges that lax discipline
in public schools is helping to in-
crease juvenile delinguency.
A National Education  Associa:
tion survey of more than 4,000
tegehers vevenls that about holl
of themt hove the suthorily Lo en
foree discipline wath corporal pun-
ishment, In addition it shows that
spankings can also be inflicted by
about three-fourths of their prinei:
pals

Fduention experts ¢ite this re-
port @s only one important  ex-
ample to prove that they are not
coddling puplls, They explain that
all schools hove disciplinary pro-
grams which are usually enforced
with some tyvpe of punishment.
Many school officinls believe that
lirgely restrictive methods shoold
be used to make kids loe Lhe
mork.  Pupil  conirol s usunlly
maintained by imposing such bad
conduet penalties as keeping stu-
dents  after school, laking away
their privileges and reprimanding
them,  Other  important  enloree-
ment methods are suspension and
expulsion from school, assigning
special  tasks and corporal pun-
shment
Other schools operate under the
Elgiluasuj:hy that  discipline should

learned like any other subject.
This program attempts to teach
pupils their responsibilities to so-
clely and how to meet them.
1IU's this so called “pew  con-
cept” of dhscipline that's largely
tesponkible for the verbal spank-
ks which schools are suffering in
the controversy on clugstoom law
ond order.

Crities  claim that this syslem
ie too lnx and often resulls in o
cotiplele breakdown of classroom
control.

Advociates of the "new coneept'
counter this charge by explaining
that it is supported by psycho-
logical and educotional res ¢h
They also point to the lorge num-
ber of law abiding graduates from
schools using this system as fur-
ther prool that it is not o discip-
linary bugaboo.

nd they vsually cap their argu-
muents by explaining thal the “new
concepl”” has nol abolished punish-
ment. Instead, these school offi-
cials exploin, it impescs penalties
especinlly designed 1o [t the no-
ture of the offense.

For instance, punishment for
breaking o window would be Lo
make the oltender pay for the
damage instewd ol whippling him
or making him stoy after school.
s of the education asso-
clation ', however, that  their
studies show (he disciplinary trend
still feans toward regular types of
punishment, They explain there's
more tulk about the new concept
thon actual prootice.

But this doesn't mean that cor.
poral punishment i< the answer
1o keeping Kids oul of trouble, edu
dation experts insist, Investigations
uf el oom  disciplinary e
ures reveal that teachers wilh oo
tharily te give spankings have
about as much trouble with their

=

won - recommends that no

rlons can be used

pupils as those who den’t,
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The Hickory
Can Still Be Heard

Stick

This is vne renson why schopl
ollicipls  emphasies that the real
cases of fuvenile  delinguency do
nol e within elossroom  discipli-
nary systems.

They  blame such well known
“pcinl  faulls  as  unsatisfactory
hame conditions, irresponsible por-
¢nts and lack of paremtal spper-
vision due o mothers  working
outside the home,

Education experts also  accuse
large overerowded schools for sto-
dent behavior problems, They be-
lieve many disciplinary headaches
would: e cased M more  class
rooms and teachers could be pro-
vided for the booming school - nge
population.

In nddition to operating discip-
linary systems, schools are (rying
fo combat the delingquency  prob-
em by cooperating with comimu-
nity agencies concerned wilh
youth development: providing spe-
cial guidonee programs snd pro-
moting pupil  organizations which
stress good citizenship,

Capsule
Reports

By W, i, ROGERS
THE MOUNTAIN  ROAD, Ry
Theodore H. While,  William
Sloane, $5.95,

Back in 144, according o
White's novel—his first though it
is his third work lo be chosen
Book of the Month — o band of
eight Amerdcans led by Major
Boldwin gots o tough  mission:
Retreat along a Chinese mountan
rood, stay out of reach of pursuing
Japanese,  destroy  bridges  and
dumps to block the enemy  yel
nol get ante frouble with their sup-
inmml [riends, the Chinese, whose
and they must oy wiiste,

The major is 6 credit (0 Ameri-
eon manhood; two soldiers  abl
demonstrate  contrary  altitude
about the notives: Callins, for ira-
ternigntion, and  Michaclson, for
kicking them in the leeth; one
man s il a pretiy Chinese widow
goes along for the ride; and the
whole is copped with the moral
thot power corrupls. Il it is a
familiar moral; it is also, however
much you approve, a familior e,
I've gone up into those moun-
talns, or flown them, or slogged
across Normuandy hedgerows with
those sume elght men so  many
many tmes 1 can do it in my
sleep—which s about  where 1
ended up this thine, Loo,

THE GINGER MAN. Hy J, B,
Donleavy! MeDowell,  Obolensky,
.45,

A young man nomed Sehastian
Dangerfield, whose rasenlly chir-
acler gives this  Drst  povel Mg
Ile, runs wild over wine and
womien in Dubling He has o wile
Marion of whisn he savs, with
o roeful sumpathy: “She wanls it
hoth ways. Dignity and me. She's
gol me” Yel he is nob quite lalr
to himself for there 5 o kiod of
savage dignity about him in facl.
He clouts bis wornen in the mouth,
he tolks  filth,  but @ fabulous
energy  possesses hon oand drives
him like mad, He by uninbibited
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