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The United States Department of
Agricullure reports show that
swina producers in Lthe United
Stales plan to increase their spring
farrowings oy six per cent. If this
is true, a change in the hog cycle
numbers will take place this
spring. For the past year and a
half the swine numbers in this
country have decreased and al the
same’ time prices of market hogs
have been going higher. USDA fig
ures recently released on the num-
bers of hogs on farms in the Unil-
ed States on Jonuary 1, show that
although the tolal number of hogs
is about the same as they were
a year ango, the number of sows
and gills k=pt for breeding pur-
poses is somewhat higher than it
was a8 year ago, The [igures show
an increase of five per cent. The
number of sows and gilts on [arms
in Klamath Counly ss of January
1 have decressed from 1,500 in
1945 to 500 in 1956, If the number
ol pigs farrowed is Increased as
indicated, prices of markel hogs
could be expected o drop consider-
ably in November and December
with a somewhnt [urther de
crease In April and May. I this
trend should develop iU would be
advisable for swine producers in
lhe Klamath Basin lo feed and
handle the spring pig crop in such
a way that they will reach the
market al the earliest possible
time. The market is likely to be
the highest during June and July
Pigs [arrowed during February
and March could be made to reach
the market in July or early August
It appears there is a place for
more hogs on farms in Klamalh
County. The West is o hog deli-
cient aren and prices in this part
(|

of the United Stales usually run
from Iwo to three cents a pound
higher than is obtained in the corn
belt stales,

Home grown feeds including
grains, allalfa hoy and pasture
should be used to 8 maximum.
Some animul protein Is essential
in hog ration therefore, it will be
necessuary to secure this [eed
from a commercial source. Bred
sows should be fed so they will
be in good smooth condition at
the time of farrowing, Young sows
will require proportionally more
feed than malure ones. A gilt
should be fed so that she will
gain around a 100 pounds during
the gestation period Rotlons for
SOWs may contain 20 or 25 per cent
good leafy ground alfalia hay.
Greater quantities than this can be
given I the entire ratlon is sell
fed. Faltening rations may con
tain 10 per cent good quality al
falfa hay wmnd they should also
contain around eight to ten per
cent of a gied quality meal meal.
Pelleted f{eeds conlaining greater
quantities of allalia are being led
in the coun‘y and are proving to
be salisfactory for hoz rations.
More experiments are needed to
determine just how muoch alfalla
may be used in the pelleted swine
ration. Pasture is an excellent feed
for hogs and should be used to a
maximum 2xtent. Both breed sows
and marke! hogs can utilize pas.
ture and the cost of producing a
pound of pork reduced by Lhis
method, Both breeding stock and
markel hogs will require some
arain. and mparket hogs will do
better if given a liheral allowance
of cereal grains while on the pas.
fure

Gilts roised for brood sows
should be grown out well, They
should be developed separate from
matket hogs. It is preferable to
feed them ‘ess grain concenirates
and more pasture, alfalfa hay, and
more animal protein supplement
A gilt should welgh around 250
pounds and be around eizht months
of age by the time she is bred

ol pigs a year. The best time to
have plgs farrowed for the highest
market is o have them farrowed
in March and April for spring Jit-
ters and ‘ate August and early
Seplember for foll litters. There
is & trend .oward having hogs far-
row at more times during the
vear, This s especially true where
8 number of hogs produced on one
unit is belng increased to a maxi-
mum, Seattering the [arrowing
will require less equipment and the
job of handling pigs at [arrowin,
time will be spread out more an
one man can handle a greater
number of brood sows. One of the
best places to increase the elfi-
ciency of a swine enterprise .is
to save the maximum number ol
pigs per litter, Iewill nol cost a
grent denl moré lo raise o sow
with 10 than it will to raise a sow
that may only have five or six
pigs. The farrowing house may be
gither an individual movable hog
house or where large numbers of
hogs are kept, a central farrowing
house may be preferable. Which-
ever method is used it is necessary
to have individual farrowing pens.
The usual size is around eight feet
square. A [orrowing pen should
ave o good strong guard rail on
all sides placed eight to 10 Inches
above Lhe floor and eight Lo 10
inches away from the wall, Some
heat should be provided in the
farrowing pen during cold weather,
Brooders may be bwlt in one cor-
ner of the farrowing pen. Heat
may be provided by ordinory light
bulbs or by infrared heat lamps
laced aboul three feet from the
floor. Heal Is nol generally re-
quired aflter the pigs are around
two Lo three weeks of age. Al
uboul this time feed should be pro-
vided for the pigs in a coreep.
Anemia is 8 commen problem in
pigs that are kept on wooden or
concrote floors and where pigs do
nol have access to soil. There
are three ways to prevenl ane-
mia. One is by providing clean
s0il in one corner of the pen so
that pigs can eat it. Another way

=

Sows can casily farrow two litlers

to revent nnemin is to give each

pig a drench of aboul one lea-
spoon [ull of a .5 per cent solution
of iron sulphate or iron ammoni-
wm ecitrate. The treatment should
be made within 24 hours of birth
and Lhe single treament will last
for about three weeks, More re-
cently an fron compound ealled
armidexan can be given as an
injection. Two c.e. of the malerinl
are injected Into the ham of each
pig within 24 hours of birth and
this material will provide suflicent
iron for about Lhree weeks.

With the consumers demand for
leaner cuts of pork and with the
decrease in the value of lard, over
finished hogs or hogs with an ex-
cessive proportion of fot to lean
are becoming more difficult for
the butcher o sell, This has in-
creased the demand the price for
hogs with a minimum of fot. With
this change, has come aboul o
change in the type of hog that
yields the greatest proportion of
lean cuts, This type ol hog are
those that have considerable length
and depth and grow rapidly and
reach the desired welghts without
an excess of finish. Severnl new
hreeds of hogs have been devel-
oped for the purpose of providing
a hog ol the proper markel type.
In addition to this there has been
an’elfort to select hogs from Lhe
old standard breeds that have
length and goin rapidly lo reach
market weight of around 200 to
225 pounds withoul an excess of
finish. The commitiee feels that
there is @ need for more purebred
breeders in the county so that
breeding stock of the proper type
and quality of hog cin be secured,
Purebred breeders feel thal o boar
lesling station localed in Lhe west
would be o great deal to improve
the type of hog produced in this
country, The commiltee strongly
urges that Oregon State College
establish such a station so thal
boars can be production tested in
this area, At present it is neces-
siry to secure lested boars [rom
mid-west slates and such o prac-
tice adds a gread deal to the cost

of the breeding stock secured. Pro-

duction testing standards [or bonrs
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calls for a minimum amount of
back fat, a fast rate of gain, and
high foed elficiency of the individu-
al animal.

Swine are subject to internal par-
osites and normally must be lreat-
ed Lo prevent serious losses (rom
this parasite, The round worm is
the most common internal para-
site and can be held in check lo
a great extent by sanitary prac-
lices. Care should be tuken lo be
sure (hat the sow is thoroughly
clean and when placed on pasture,
there should be sufficient fornge
to prevent too close grazing and
rooting. Sodium. [(lupride adminis-
tered through the feed is one of
the most successiul treatments for
internnl parasites. There are other
drugs coming on the markel that
ure also effective,

Lige and mange cause a great
denl loss in hogs where it is not
praperly contralled. Benzene Hex-
achloride, Lindane, or Chlordane
will control both lice and mange
in hogs. In trealing with these ma-
terinls, it is necessary thol Ireat-
ment be made at least 90 days
before slaughter. Although nol gen-
erally found in Oregon bul common
ly found in some parts of the Unit-
od States, hog cholera is a very
serious disease and swine f;ruwern
should be thoroughly fumiliar with
the disease. 1f hogs from off the
farm are being brought to (he
premises, it Is advisable to Im-
munize all hogs regularly. This can
be done by the use of an atenu-
mled hog virus and the anti-hog
cholera serum at the same time.
Where only a shorl time prolec-
tion is needed for hogs, n single
injection of the anti-hog cholera
serum  will be sufficient. Swine
erysipelas may also [ind its woy
Info 0 swine herd. This disense
may cause heavy losses and when-
aver hogs become sick and the
cause is not recognized immedi-
ately by the owner, it is ndvisabla
to secure the services of the vets
erinarian s the more serious dis-
enses might be diagnosed. Erysip-
elas can be prevented from spread-
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