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NEA Stalf Correspondent

SHIPPINGPORT, Pa, INEA) —
The morning toast of the citizens
of menrby
with a pretly conventional lan in
spite of the fact that it's cooked
with some of the most exclusive,
expensive eleclricity In the world,

This unique kilowaltage ls gen-
eraled here from what ds officially
called the world's first large-seale

scientists work om the research)
aspects of the plant, also contrib-|
uting to iis high cost.

As far ns thee vitizens of Pitls.
burgh go, they're «convinced that

ORSON A. STEARNS

School Named For
Orson A. Stearns

Editor's Nole: Members of the
Klamath Counly School Board re-
cenlly voled Lo name the Crest
Streot School in honor of Orson A,
Stearns, a well known pioneer in
the Klamath Basin area. The
school, localed at the intersection
of Crest and Laverne streels, is
now under construction and is
scheduled for completion this [all
Mrs. Buena C. Stone, an instructor
at Fremont School, has written the
following biographienl sketch on

Stearns’ life. The information was |and

gleaned from Lhe historical library

files al the Klamath Falls Juniof |present

High School, Mrs, George Ager,
a daughter of Mr, Stearns, is pres-
ently living in Klomath Falls and
will be the honored guest during
fulure dedication ceremonies ol
the school.

By BUENA C. STONE

Maony famous men have coriss- near the river and kept the soil

crossed the Klamath Basin — Fre-
mont, Carson, Ogden, Filzpolrick
and Young, o mention a few, The

subject of our =keteh was no mere

passerhy: He remalned to build,
Orson A, Stearns came lo Ore-

nuclear power plant built exclu-
sively for civilinn purposes. The
British nnd Hussisn eleciric pow-
er reactors were built primaorily
to produce plutonium for wenpons
it Is pointed oul.

Construction  of the  Ship-
pingport Atomie Power Statlon be-
gan in the spring of 1955 when
President  Eisenhower poked a
butten in the White House which
activated some dodod ond start-
ed a bulldozer breaking ground,

began cooking with atoms, On De-
cember 18 the first electricity it
produced was fed into the' Pitls.
burgh electric power system. And
on December 24 it hegan putling
oul at its full design capacity of
68,000 kilowalls,

Now, this May 26, ke will poke

another button in the White House
and some do-dad will be aclival-
ed as the symbol of the official
dedication of the plant.
. Between ITke's poking of these
buttons the price of the Shipping-
part project soared: from ils orig-
inally estimated cost of 36 mil-
which he preferred oll his days lo lion dollars to a final cost of 1214
the more obvious “Crater,"” milllon.

His was one of the last com-
ponies Lo be mustered out, and
the men were

The U.5. taxpayer hos chipped

had been looking around as duties|for general reaclor study work,
took him ranging far from the|The Duquesne Light Company,
furt, and he had fallen

he had sclected the spol for his(has lossed
home, When military duties were

Inter a homestend, of 417
neres aboul seven miles west of ject.

Klamath Falls, belween| On the basis of the originally
Keno road and Klamath River.  |figured plant cost
Spring Meadows Ronch, as he|oulput was estimated to be about

Orson Stearns and his bride, Mar-|lricily produced by coal costs
garet Jane Ripgs, and there they|aboul six mills per kilowall hour.
reared their family. The place took| With the limited experience
its name from the many springs||hey've had here so [ar, they're
which surrounded his garden arca|gill sticking with the & mill rale.
The exira cost of the plant has
damp enough for line erops ol \heen charged off lo research.
f::_’“':"l";r‘l I.-i';,ll[l f:ﬁl‘“:f;;nf ll'h'mh' But with all' of the plant’s obvi-
ere lhe chiel solrces of INCOME- 1, 0 historie importance as a nu-
Stearns had a part in the IJle‘L-h.ur power “first,”” the 64 mill
jof the growing aren. He served)eogt of its power has made 1his
ps Justice of the peace; wos dlginnt n major issue in the power

gon with his parents in 1853, when member of the Stote Legislalure: | feld on the eve of its dedicution,

he was 10 ¥
an lmpression
trip across the plai
cences ol the Southern

. his reminis
Roule

through the Klamath country arelSaciety.

one of our best sources of infor-
mation today. His fomily seitled
near Talent,

Young Orson enlisted in Com
pany 1, 15t Oregon Volunleers,

November 17, 1864, and served as{ul story about an imaginary ¢
sergeant. Our country wos in the|quake there. S0 keen was lhelr

throes of the tragic War Belween
the Stales, and only volunleer
troops were availoble for potro!
ling the frontier and checking In
dian depredations 2
In May 1805, Company 1 wus o

s of age. Belng oliwas a battler for the rights of per i s o
i example. Joseph E. Moody,
hle age ducing thelihe homestenders pgainst the land y - i

resident of the Southern Coal
Producers’ Ase<pclalion, says:
“Opce the cost of producing
power from the Shippingport re-
actor has been established, ils
value, for all practical purpeses,
comes to an end. Operalion of the
Shippingport renctor will nol re
duce the custs of its power by
comparison with other luels, nor
will it teach anylhing not known
when the reactor was finished and
operated long enough o prove what
it e¢ould do."”

grabbers; ond was the president
of the Klamath County Historical

He hod a focile pen. As a soldier
@ Fort Klomath he edited a post
newspaper. Once, linding life rath.
e dull, he and his helpers lights
aned their day by writing o [anei-
arth-

vivid their
swinl was

imagination and so

ldescription that the &
‘willv!y carried by newspapers of
the United Stotes, and even [ound

its way into al least one hook!

All his life, letters and articles| 1.8 Alwmie Energy Commission

On Dgeember 2, 1857, the reaclor

in service until{in 98.4 million dollars of Lhis cost
July 19, 1867. Bul young Slearns|because the plamt will be used

in love|which operates the plant and feeds | States is running behind lost year.
with the Klamath Basin, Alroady|its output to the Pittsburgh area,|Since last Seplember 1, 36,000 tur-

P in 225 million. And
the Westinghouse Electric Corpora-|This compares
over he took a pre-emplion claim,|lion, which built the reactor, bas|same period a year earlier.
spent a hall-million en the proj

yamed it, became the home of |64 mills per kilowatt hour. Elec- breeds other than' whiles:

LIKE A MINIATURE oil well,
the world's first full-scale ato

“a special ramote control fuel

They're Cooking With Nuclear Power;
But Them Thar’ Kilowatts Cost Plenty

no! Mkely to blow up s=ome fine
morning or even expose them to
the most minute amount of radia-
tion: This has been accomplished
with an elfeclive community-re-

Pittsburgh  pops  up|atemic kitbwatts are the same usrluﬂans program. And IU's a nue-
con! kilowatls—for maoking tonst, |lear-nge accomplishment in itself,
They're convinted the plant Is i

plant officials claim,

derrick-like structure inside
mie electric generating plant
for civilian needs at Shippingport, Penniylvania, supporis

element extracting teol.

Turkey Production
Is Running Behind

Turkey production in the United

key have been hatched

lo 43,000 for the

poults

YOUR JOB
In Californin, the poult hatch
|during the period this year was Dugan & M-est
9,075,000 ‘compared to just under
\he eloctrieal |11 million the previous year, This CHEVROLET
includes 8,684,000 of the heavy |l 410 So. 6tk TU 4-3101
e e

There's a

CHEVY
TRUCK

To Help you do

| ALL IN

BLACK AND

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
su s sa was ny

STOCK

GALYANIZED

dered to cross he Cuascades tolwritten by Mr, Stearns appeared hoss |1 Strauss: the man
the newly-established post calledin local and Portland m-wa":r;_n-nl the reaclor design
Fort Klamath, Thelr dutiés car-|One lelter, in the Ashlond Tidings, iand  construction. Adm. Hyman
ried them inlo Eastern Opegon, |is of interest for the dedication]Rickover, and other officials con
They had several campoigns|ef the new school named in hislzected with the plant readily ad-
agalnst the hostile Indiany in the|honor. 1L announces the arrival|lmit the nigh cost of the plant’s
Snoke country, ond they helped of his daughter, Blanche, Mrslouput. But they say (hat plenty

build Camp Alvord. Between such|George Ager, who will be the guest

forays there was wild hay to be|of honor when the fchopl Is dedi

cul antd wood to stack for the|coted. The lelter follows

long winter, A letter from the| Merganser, Oregon, May 27, 1870

yvoung soldier, written from Forl Editor Tidings:

Klamath in 1867, is preserved In| Todoy furpishes an lem in the

the schaol files 1t deseribes much|birth of o danghter to me, o 9%

of o soldies’s life ot Fort Klane | pounder. Almost another  voler

ath in the 1860's, The girl crop B far dbove
Orson Stegrns helped build ihe! averoge this season, both in q 1l

road the mountaing, and|ity and quantity. There have al

over that tough path supplies were|ready appeared five of that e

hauled Trom the Rogue River Val-|in the Plevna district since win

ley. He was the first 1o d--.-u-mllln-:' futyre rancheresses.

to Crater Lake, which he tl.ilﬂl'ﬂ' Faithfully yours,

Lake Majesty, a name of dignity 0. A. Stearns,

BCross

ol information will be learned
from its eperation
this_information i<
have if eventual economic electric

ity is to be achie

essentinl | Lo

(S 8

F

wrate Instruments have beer

¢ e0 i operation can be care
ully studied. Remote TV cameras

wve been placed inside parts of
I

he reaclor 50
ee exaclly whal is
hen U is opéraling al
s and eapacities

engineers  car

Twenty-live extra engineers and

They claim

happening
various
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