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THE PILOTS who f'i! the aircraft designed for defense of

America are trained, many of them, in a jet T-33. Instruc-
tor-pilot is separated from frainee by a duplicate, identical
instrument board. Instruction here is being given Ruth Kin
on operation of ejector seat. A bail-out is a danger foclz
every day by the men of the Air Force.

—U.5. Air Forca Phote
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LOAN OF LIGHTWEIGHT cotten broadcloth flying suits
was acceptod by Mayor Lawrence Slater, left, World War
Il Air Force pilot who also was getting a first jet ride, and
Ruth King, second from the right. Second from left is Cap-
tain Royce and far right, Lt. Vance. Flying suits are equipped
with many pockets for holding survival kit, small tools.
—U.5. Air Force Photo
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By RUTII KING 1

the pllot - instructor’s prevented|

SUNDAY, MARCH 9. 1958

H&N Scribe Gives Report On Flight In USAF Jet

We banked sharply to the left fortain said without benefit of *'man-

I am the first woman to fly in me from seeing him but his voice|the effect of centrifugal {orcé power."”

" 8 jet from Kingsley Field, head- came kack through my hesdset, jupon the body. A weight pressed |

We hod been up 50 minutes . .

quarters of the 406th Fighter Group mulfled, not too distinet, He kept|between my shoulders, foreing me had less then 200 gallons of fuel

of the United States Alr Force in|talking and I chaffed at the thought down, down, against the side of lhrlie!t T
' Klamath Falls, and one of the few | | cockpit, my head nearing my knees | was walting lor his turn at the air-

 civilians who has been permitted] “I'm sorry, I can't hear,” 1 mut.|88 the sircralt spun at high speed. | craft

to take a flight in the US.

ing officer at the base, to be ready
by 1 p.m. on Saturday, February|
22, With my husband, my &fout
son and two voung granddaughters,
I entersd the colonel’s office a few
moments before the scheduled time
to find Capt. Ray Royece, of the
28th Interceplor  Squadron, sta-
tioned at Travis Air Force Base!
and his co-pilot, 15t Lt, Richard E, |
Vance, who had (lown in that morn-

of not getting every word.

. Mayor Lawrence Sluter

. . . the pilot's voice sought

tered into the rubber hose of my | This is like spinning water in the|landing directions from the CAA
I bad been alerted by Lt Col. mask, | saw his profile briefly and bottom of a bucket about your range station. The new control fow-
Raymand A. Thornton, command- his voice eame clear with the head' came the pilot's vaice, “thejer, being built by the Air Force to

switch of the intercom system.
“Keep talking to me,
assurance 1 suppose that the puas-
snger in the rear seal had neither
fainted nor was speechless with

fright. 1 talked, asking questions, ®

exclalming.

The brown land slipped away as
Lthe blunt nose of the jet thrust up-
ward toward the sky. There was no
vibration nor sense of excessive

{your eyes open, Easy do = it.”

i
{hot knife in @ block of butter. We

water doesn’s spill out." The plane|*read (Ivers in” and minimize haz-
“ he saig, leveled off and the moment wasiards, will be finished in July.

. We came in on the tralfic pat-
I had read about barrel rolls and |tern and touched down at more

was ready when Captain Royee be-{than 100 miles per hour withoul a

an lo explain the technique . . .liremor, the base fire apparatus was
we do it like this, slowly. Keep oy guged, my family and the air
, | = personnel were waiting,

The left wing dipped, dipped. low-|" [ jad been interested in flving
r and over, cutting the air ke alsyeo Lindbergh flew to Paris, and
|many years later with the impor-

ing, Captain Royce, whom I knew, |speed for there were no landmarks Se¢med suspended, miotlonless inliynce of air defense in this country.
a former resident of Klamath|for comparizon, We pushed 12,000 Space for an instant . ., the trans-{1 had wondered about the training

Falls, was my pilot, !

feet , . . 14000 . . .

16,000 {eet 'Parent canopy was beneath my face|of Air Force cadets and why many

We were driven to the ramp in an|and bevond. 1 watched the fluetu. 8nd 1 was staring straight down, |of them were trained at great efst

official Air Force ear to find a sil- | ating vellow line on the instrument | Pressing

against the shoulder|ifrom §110,000 to $135,000] then left

vered T33 Jet trainer with its dis-|panel that shows that the proper!straps of my parachute, thousands|the service.

tinctive Air Force markings, poised mixture of air and oxygen is reach- of feet above ‘‘some place." The

I learped that day, eight months

and walting. This is the aircraft,|ing the Jungs for altitude flying . . .|turn was complete and we flew on|after 1 wrote a letter to the com-

cradle of America's air defense, in |looked down at the vellow handles to dive and climb again.

which Air Forée cadets are trained |
for interceptor flying,

of the ejeclor seal that bools you|

munding officer of the 552nd Early

1 looked longingly at “the stick.” |Airborne  Warning and Control

lout into space with a “kick in the|with ils nobs and red dots, the dual| Wing, USAF at MeClellan Field,

A small group of Alr Force per- pants."” in case of uncontrollable | control used by trainee pilots who thot frequently higher compeling
sonnel and others had gathered to|fire. Otherwise a pilot brings his are talked through their training|wages in industry wooed them from

walch the take-ofl. 1 was ussisted |
up a yellow ladder to the cockpit,

the men who rode in the narrow and ecrisscrossed Upper Klamath|“Can 127

confines while learning to handle
the stick, and absorb the knowl

edjte that makes a man a pllot. \reaches of the Sprague while Cap-|"left, back gently. forward,” and

aireraft to a forced landing.

by the pilot instructor. 1 yearned {the service, 1 learned oo, sboot

f ] We strenked toward Medford at|to make the jet respond to my hand |recommendations of the Cordiner
dubbed the *‘pneumonin seal” by 330 miles, 400, 430, 430 miles, turned 'and 1 blurled out the question, |Report that proposes higher pay to

Lake, Bear Islund, a pinpoint in the

Congress for the nrqu forces, &
I did, with Captain Royce coach-|long ronge plan that will save this

murky waters, lit oul for the upporijnu, unseen from in front of me , . .|country money.

My lIrish luck had held. T had

I hod sizned o document releas- | tain Royce, a notive of the Basin, |that winged heauty responded like a|flown in a T33 jet trainer and had
pointed oul spols 1 could nol reec-| “quarter horse to rein.” For five|landed safely, Now, I'd like to

Ing the Air Force [rom any réspon- |
sibility should a wing fly loose or!
other disaster overtake us. Flving!
men constant)y fuce the hazard of
fire and crash,

The oificers tightened my seat
belt, snapped the heavy rubber ox-
Yeen mask against my face to be
sure there were no air leaks, saw!
thot the connecting tube to the
oxvgen system of the plane was
in place and Captain Rovee settled
in readiness

It-was 1:50 p.m. The sky was
gray with low scudding clouds. The
ground men made a lust second
check. My heart was pounding like
2 1rip hammer but | had no fear

ognize from the air,

|heavenly minutes T flew, the cap-|break the sound barrier.

There was a knol that fell big|
us a baseball beneath my breast-|
bone, [ fooled the skeplics, T was
neither scared to death, had a buzz-
ing in my ears nor was I alr sick. |

I thought about (very briefly)|
how much 1 had yvearned for a jet |

{Might . . . how T had talked jet, |

thought Jet, dreamed jet, until a|
fellow worker hed dubbed me|
‘Wings King."

The captain explained in terms 1]
could understand about air speed
readings in Knots instead of miles,
ahbout the altimeter, atmospheric |
pressure, some of the things T had

"DENNIS THE MENACE"

of the ride coming up. 1 was an- been learning at flying ground
Xious Lo start. |ﬁchqnl_ I experimented with my
The clear plastic canopy of the helmet, a metal conteapt ion!
plane slid forward above us from|as heavy as a permanent wave ma-
the rear on ils track, and closed |chine mechanism. Alr rushed in
with a final metallie click. Captain when [ lifted the earphape, 1
Royce had given a snapped hand |clamped it back hastily.
2VERY POSSIBLE precaution for the safety of trainee and sign a moment before, the aireraft| The air in the cockpit was com-
pilot is takan before a jet trainer goos aloft. Flying hours ;Ir“:f:::llll;:l "‘]'ru’l';l}l' w'u;‘ l':elfor“.f“r“‘m‘" even warm, I looked down. |
i oging fuel from Its twin eo-!Trees on the mou s b
are logged from .lho moment H"m aircraft leaves the FUNWAY  gine, we taxied past my iami!y.i:l:gm 1:-';;1; ;:ai!g:?i?leiw:ﬁr“;::|
unhf_lf whistles into the traffic paltern and lands. Weird tumned down the runway behind a.cfreled high ahove Tulelake and|
looking gear worn here by Ruth King is a gas mask for y

| ) v r pilot car and were ready for the|flew southward. gauged speed by
inhalation of mixture of oxygen and air which automatically takeoff run. Two minutes from the |flying parallel to Hog Back but 1
adjusts to varying alfitudes. Tube connects to oxygen sys-

HInu- I had settled on my para-|wanted to experience what a jet
tem of the plane. An indicator shows that wearer is recajy. Clute stal, strapped to shoulders|could do. T wanted “the works" in
ing-adequate. cupply, Phioto by Otto Ellis and legs, we were airhorne, Il.lm jargon of the Air Force. No

sooner asked than done,

A PARACHUTE BRIEFING was given Ruth King before flight
by Lt. Richard E. Vance, left, and Captain Royce. Nylon
chute and harness weigh 13 pounds, Wearer sits on folded
chute contained in canvas case which is strapped to shoul-
ders and hips. A strong right hand, upward and out pull in
an arc on ''D" handle at left beneath the pilots hand, re-

leases the canopy in case of a bail-out.
— US. Air Force Photo
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