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One of the bigeest riddles that
has alwuys beset science is, How|
didl life begin? Theory afler lhl:-i
ory has fallen into discord as new
knowledge made it untenable, But
the ultimate secret Hes hidden —
may even be unfindable. Bul sci-
enee con never give up, and every
g0 ollen o member of the frater-
nity brings us up to date on the
guest, J. H. Rush, on the science
faculty at Texns Technieal College,
has done an exceptiobally lueid job
of telling the story in *The Dawn
of Life" (Doubleday), He gels
mildly technical in places but his
glft for clear exposition keeps the
main slory in locus.

Another excursion inlo science,
but more down-to-earth is “'Seience
in Everyday Things," by William
C. Vergary (Harper), This s a
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book that ¢an be opened al rian-
dom for scientific light on all sorts
of puzzling matlers: What is the
shope of o raindrop? What is son-
ar? What are vollage and cur-
rent? Which animal lives the long-
esl? Vergara covers so many une
reluted ltems that he made no el-
forl to arrange them in any kind
of order in the book, but he did
furnish a good index.

And lnst, bul by no means least
in Imporlance to the secker alter
scientific facts is “Van Nostrand's
Scientific Encyclopedia.' ere are
thousands of delinitions and arti-
cles on everything from aeronau-
tics and astronomy to medicine,
navigation and zoology. This is the
third edition of Lhis big ($30) book
and it makes available in one
place basic facls aboul an enor-
mous variely of subjects and lerms
relating to the natural and techni-
cal sciences,

“Peace River Country” by
Ralph Allen (Doubleday) is the
warmly human story of a family
in flight — to a deslination that
scemed not much farther on yel
was ever receding.,

Bea Sondern and her two chils
dren had lelt her alcoholic hus-
band Chris to head toward Peace
River Country in northern Canada
where they had heard land was
cheap and living was good. They
couldn’t make the whole dislance
at once bul had to work their way
from town lo town, Chris lollowed,
unable lo stick lo his resolution to
stay out of their lives. Along the
way they had adventures, settling
down for a while in each Lown, but
always uprooting and moving on
when Chris threatened to cateh up
with them, He finally did in a eli-
mox which brought him into his
own Peace Country bul left his
family still pursuing theirs,

This is an interesting tale with
well-drawn characters and enough
incidents; pathetie and humorous

TO LIVE AGAIN, Marshall.

Re VO’U tf.onafy Amer;CGn P!‘ESS method consists of a mottled tech-
Examined By Noted Historian & s,

PRELUDE TO INDEPEND-
ENCE: The Newspaper War on
Britain 1764-1776. By Arthur M,
Schlesinger. Knopl. $6.

Compared to the greal modern
dally, the Colonial press wasn'l
much. Valinnt editors and pub-
lishers, having a hard time mak-
ing ends meel, willingly bartered
Eubscriptions for grain  or * fire
wood. Their four-page sheels were
smaller than our labloids, the fine
Iype strained the- eye, and the
erude presses ran off, or rather
wulked, only 200 pages an hour.

Yel this press, despite its physi-
cal failings, despile the penalties
lald on it by the arrogant British,
and despite its inexperience and
lack of a guiding tradition, helped
us most Importantly to-throw off
the yoke of King and Parliament
and nchieve liberty, or i Schles-
inget's words:

"The movement (loward Inde-
pendence) could hardly have suc-
ceeded withoul an ever alert and
dedicated press.” v

We had no press at all until
about 60 years before history sum-
moned it o ils momentous lask.
The first real paper, says Schics-
inger, was the Boston News-Letter |
founded in 1704 by John
Campbell. By 1764 the Colonies had
21 from Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, as far south as Wilming-
‘on. Nerth Carolina, and Savan-
;;.n_ Georgia. In 1775 there were

Boston sparked the drive for
independence, and did not always
win the support of other cities. Its
Jubilation over the Ten Party was
countered in  Philadelphia by
chilling regrets over vandallsm;
its anguished eries of ‘"Massacre!"

lo keep the story moving

a mob and Preston’s panleky sol
diers, Schlesinger says—were nol
echoed elsewhere, New York for
ingtance omilting the word “'mas.
sacre'" jsell.

The press, with ils passion for
liberty, was nol invariably a stick-
ler for accuracy, either, Boston
Whigs broadcast a “Journal of
Occurrences” which amounted o
almost wholly imaginary atrocity
yarng, bul which whipped up
laudable paltriolic emolions among
the readers of many papers that
did not balk at printing them.

But the positive accomplishment,
Schlesinger is convinced, bears oul
an early historian's claim that “in
establishing American independ-
ence, the pen and the press had
a merit equal o thal of the
sword.” It spoke out first for In-
dependence, for a Bill of Rights,
for a Continental Congress—which
incidentally had no editor on its
benches—and il paved the way for
the pamphleteering Thomas Paine.
The Pennsylvania Evening Post
scooped the world in printing the
full text of the Declaration of In-
dependence, on July 6, though by
the end of the month almosi 30
other newspapers had carried it

In sum the press in those hectic
times greatly increased its influ-
ence, and established its position
as an opinion-maker. And we also
have # to thank for seizing
upon and holding fast to [reedom
of utterance and for leaching us
that this freedom, Schlesinger con-
cludes, is always being threatened

and thal it can be preserved onlyiul' them,

if we work for it, This lesson 'next
to independence itsell, was the
Revolutionary generation’s great-

=a kind of yellow-journalism de-
kcription of an encounter between

es! legacy to lhe American peo
ple."

‘CHICAGO " — “To be a great

artist, one must prodice a gres
many things."

Georges Seurat look this advice
seriously when it was offered by
his artist friend, Paul Signac. He
determined to leave his mark on
the world of art,

Seurat died In Paris on March
29, 1891. He was only 32.

But he had made his mark. How |
well is revealed in an exhibit of|
150 of Seural's significant and se-1
rene paintings and drawings at the
Arl Institule of Chicago.

In hie short span, Georges Seu.
rat became one of the four great
post impressionists, along  with
Vincent Van Gogh, Poul Cezanne
and Paul Gaguin.

Seurat is noled for a style of
painting he called ' neo-impression-
ism or pointilism." His friend Sig
nac helped him populsrize it. The

nique with definite =pots of dil-

ferent primary colors laid side by

The Chicngo show first of
its &ind in the Unlted States or|

bld Fashfdnéd
And So Irish

MAGGIE-NOW, By Betly Smith
Harper. $.

In her direet unsubtle way, la-
miliar to severnl million readers
of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,"
Betly Smith again takes us back
over the East River to the Irish
Catholics, their family problems,
their money troubles, their getting
jobis, falling sick, being buried, and |
earrying on the same everlasting |
paltern — once a lree grows in
Brooklyn, always & lree grows
there.

Thizs time Pal, a boy-o in Ire-
land, loves a 17-year-old black-
haired sweethearl bul his mother
hates to have him marry her, her
mother and brother hate lo have
him not, and he escapes to Amer-
ica. Instead, he marrics a ward
politician’s daughter, Mary. They
have two children, one of them
Maggie-Now, and we're launched
in this new, or sort of new, movel
Impudent young fellows want lo
kiss the pretty girl, and more, but
she puls them off, or her father
does it with a poke in the nose Lo
the unwelcome suilors, Then she
meels Claude. Maybe he should
have poked Claude, too, butl
there's a dependable rosy romance
hefore it ends.

For page after page, over 400
it's the wedding, the
¢lowning, the bieth and death, the
brogue, the Irish temper, the elay

Chicago Boasts R

anywhere opened Jan. 16 and runs
through March 7. Complele
with Seural's masterpiece, “Sun-
day Afterncon on La Grande Jul-
te,”" the exhibil will move to Now
York's Museum of Modern Art
March 26 and remain Lhere
through May 11,

“This is perhops the last time
or al least last for a long time,
this many of Seurat's works will

g RS AT j
IMPRESSIONIST  Georges
Seurat at the easel, as
painted by Maximilien Luce.

LOST EXPLORER

Roald Amundsen, famed explor-
er and finder of the Northwest
Passage, was lost in the wasles of
the Arclic while a member of a
flying expedition attempling to res-
cue the Italian explorer Noblile,

DANIEL CATTON RICH, director of the Art Institute of Chic a g o, examines Georges
Ssurat's masterpiece, "La Grande Jatte," one of 150 paintings by the French artist exhi-
bited in a unique showing arranged by Rich.

-
are

Exhibit

be seen in one exhibition,” sald
Daniel Catton Rich, dircctor  of
the Art Institute.

Rich assembled the collection

from 81 leading museums ond
private collectors in the United
States and Europe.

Known the world over, “La

Grande Jatte" is part of the Hel-
en Birch Bartlett Collection at the
Art Institute, Rich soys he has
permission Lo Joan the huge 81 by
120% inch work once and  only
onee.

The painting of vertical and hor-
izontal lines and-repetition of hols
und umbrellas in delicate yellows,
purples and greens, woas o pur-
chased by Frederick Clay Bartleit
in 1925 for 22,000, In the early
19305 the iustitute wos  offered
400,000 for il by a syndicate of
French urt dealers.

"La Grande Jalte™ is one of seve
en greal canvasses of Seural’s cas
recr.

Two of them; “Le Chalit™ and
Lo Chrgue,” were bronght to the
Upited States undor escorl by rops
resentalives of the Furopean mi-
seums that loaned them.

Several drawings nover scen he-
fore are in the exhibit. The male
nude s kelehes were pimong 50
packed away by Scural helween
nowspupers of 1077.70 and discov-
ered only two years ago in o buts
ton faclory owned by the Seurat
family near Paris,

Direclor Rich, personally made
the selections and (alked with Seu-

-|ral's nicces and nephews, his only

descendants,

When “'La Grande Jatle™ waos
linished after two years work in
1886, it caused an artistic scandal,
Not since the first showing of the
impressionists 12 years earlier had
a painting received such nbuse or
ridicule.

Stark terror comes to five per
sons In a quiet English village
when each, in lurn, has a night-
mare.

It comes first to
postmistress, She lells her woman
friend about I. Suddenly, the post.
mistress is freed of the lerror,

The friend then has the night-

spell of horror when she describes
it to her husband. The husband
has the dream and lells the village
doclor. The doctor tells it to the
beantiful divorcee with whom he

is falling in love.
P;:cl:nlfime the nightmare be.

pipe, the pail of beer, the rent,
the tlaxes, the cousins, wuncles,
sisters and brothers.

comes more vivid, more frightful

the village |

mare, and Is released from the

| Murder & Mystery |

his sweetheart in bed, apparently
desd,

In desperation, the doclor en-
lists the aid of a writer friend in
London. This friend, aller survey.
ing the situation on the scene, de-
eides to eall in Dr, Amenu King, a
London doctor and psychintrist —
a Negro who In hls youlh was a
wileh doctor in Africa.

That is the plot of “The Dream-
ers’ (Simon and Schuster) by Hog-
er Manvell, a British wriler and
brondeaster, 1t Is Manvell's first
novel, and about as good o mys-
tery story as has come along (or
quite o while. Page by page, it
unfolds @ story of black magie, of
a curse and of o procesg of dream
transfercnce through a chain of

Afer the doctor tells it, he finds persons of its intended vietim. . .




