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Aanchers Report

DECKER

Dr. K. J. Pelerson, stale velerin.
arian with the State Department
of Agricullure, this week made a
quick summary of the livestock
diseuse situntion as il appeared!
in Oregon in 1957,

According to Dr. Pelerson, ana.
plasmasis in callle appears to be
slowly spreading, The number of
cases of bovine leplospirosis re-
mains aboul the same as in 1956,
although in certain arcas of the
stote the disecase has been more
important than in the past

As usual, he continued, guite a
nuiiber ol cases of pink eye in
both catlle and sheep and quite a
few cases of ovine ecthyma were
diagnosed. One outbreak of infee-
tious bovine rhinotracheilis was
found in a fecd lot.

Twu cases of ornithosis were dis-
covered in Oregon lurkey!
flocks. No scabies or nnthrax in|
cillle or sheep were reported. Sev- |
eral cazes of hog cholera were
dingneved, according to Dr, Peter.
s00.

In 1656 several enses of blue

eges and turkeys and with feed-
ers of hogs. beef cattie, and
lambs. Historically, contracting
has been comnion in the produc-
tion of eges for halcheries, vege
tables for canming or {reezing, su-
gar beels, and a number ol olher
specially crops. It may involye
agreements belween farmers and
business firms or belween {arm-
ers and lheir cooperatives,

In broiler production contract|:
farming has become in recent
vears the dominant mode of oper-
ation. Belween 1934 and 1956,
broiler preduction in the U.S. in-
creased 35 limes (from 34 million
broilers to 1.3 billion) largely be-
cause of the contract method of
farming. The increase has
occurred in all parts of the coun-
try but most rapidly in the South
Atlamstic, Sowth Central, and Far
Western arcas, according lo Sco-
ville. 1L is estimated that about
90 per cent of all broilers are now
produced under contracts of as-
sorted 1ypes,

During this recent expansion pe-
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tongie in sheep were disgnosed|Fied, contract farming has played
—the only time this disease hud (00 Important parl in improving
been discovered in the state !ﬁ_ﬂihrnller production efficiency, Sco-

FLORIDA FREEZE — Dade County farmers, south of Miami, Florida, plowed under their
year, however, no cases of blue ‘e says. Twenly-five years ago,

frozen tomato crops late last week in hopes of salvaging some of their losses by planting

longue were reported.

Over 2,600 cases of brucellosis
in cattle were reported. In catlle,
more than 200 cases of leptospiro-
sls were diagnosed; 171 cascs of |
anaplusmosis  were Teporied, s
well as 78 cases of blackleg and
62 cases of luberculosis,

Reported  sheep  diseases  in-
cluded infectious keratiiis  and
ovine ccthyma. Oregon hogs suf-
fered Trom 293 cases of influenza,
64 cases of alrophic rhinitis, 35
cases of hog cholera, 34 cases of |
enteritis, and many cases of erysi- |
pelas, Nearly 40 cases of encepha-
lomyelitis in  horses were re-
ported in 1957,
ion of contract larming,
mgement by which farm
production and commodity pro.
eessing and distribution nre linked
closely by comlracls or agroe-
ments, is one of the most signifi-
canl current developments in og-
riculture and is likely to continue,
the US, Department of Agricul-
ture z2pvs,

Conlrzel farming ean conlribute
to more elficient use of agricultur-
al resources, but its wltimale ef-
fects on farm incomes and Lhe
wellare of farm people remain to
be seen, according (o Orlin J.
Scoville of USDA's Farm Econome
les Research Division.

In a recent review of the sub-
jecl, Dr. Scoville noted that con-
tract
with the greatest degree recenlly
te broiler production, but contract
deals are also being mide in-

[arming has been applied |of

creasingly with producers ol table

for example, 12 pounds of f[eed
were needed to produce o three
pound broiler. Today, only eight
pounds of feed are needed, as a
resull of progress in brecding, nu-
(rition, sanitation, and ~-manage-
ment. Broiler contracts, according
to Scoville, tend Lo speed up the
rale al_which improvements de
veloped  Trdugh  research  are
adopted by growers,

Contract farming has also ex-
panded the size ol individual broil-
er enterprises by making capilal
more readily available, relieving

two crops since the first cold
the night of December | 1.

tracl, even when their assels are|
greal enough lo farm independent-
ly of contacts. This is largely
because of Lhe proteclion againsi
risk Lhal a conlruct affonds.

The phenomenal growth of broil-
er produclion has continued even
through perieds ol ur!a\'orll}!te
rices, the economist ints out,
farmers ol some of the production I!;roller numbers ha\‘e‘m declined
risks, and providing plans for ef- |rom production totals of the pre-
ficient poultry houses and eqUip- | yious year only Iwice since 1934,
:1:_1;?.‘1]1‘!}_; r:::l:" inha'" been 2 and the last such dfcli::?dwu'in
gradubl Increass 1946, Yet, the broiler- price
output per operator. ratio hes been somewhal less

Just a lew years ago, one man [avorable since 1948, indicat-
could handle annually aboul 24,000 {ing that contract farming has
broilers, or three batches of 8,000 aspects thal make it aliractive al
gds e:ﬂ-‘l;;l 'l;udu.r- c:m ggpdd!slan- a rdgtci‘:'elﬁ- io;d uniwmﬁ;l n::{s

rd wou e 40, ir an- [ =in,  Scoville fcates
nually per operator, or four lols |airaction can be explained in
of 10,000 birds each. A recenl tpems of greater efficiency result-
USDA-Census cooperative sludy !ing from operation improvements,
5"33“"*. that ll‘;e' .'n_'lcra'.!fl.' annual linereased volume ?.l;[h“:[im.ﬁodm
production per broiler farm  in | gorker, and the shift produc-
Sussex  County, Delaware, _”“‘|1.ion risks, all of which have com-
leading brl!;ilw ;;O;]rgsb _’I_:éls f‘:‘-':}ig:him‘d to causeh{urmerﬁj to [;_ro-
to more than 44, irds, With |dyce at prices that would not for-
few exceptions, broiler forms still | ey hapve appealed to them,
depend primorily on family labor, Up to now, Scoville says, con-|

The Lypical broiler farm is high- [tract farming has nol altered the
ly specialized, producing only the |troditional dependence of Ameri-
broilers and possibly a few ocres con [arms on family lobor, and
feed grain. As a rule, the F:lrm-inu:' will probably continue to be
the case, Bul production conlracts
may have a profound effect on Lhe
role of the [amily [arm-worker.
In some instances, the contracting

production

er buys his chicks and most of
his feed. Recent  studies  have
shown thal broiler [armers oflen
prefer to raise birds under con-

EGGSTRAORDINARY BABYSITTER. Louise, the hen who went to the dogs, is shown above

mothering two Beagle pups in
is shown g“ the left checking the

Anderson.

B |

——

a third winter crop whore only two ars nornal. Many growers have lost most of their

viave of Florida's worst winter poured down the peninsula

, . USE IMAGINATION
farmer rany become essentially a0 gome very interesting effects can
picce-rale wage worker. Such a be obtained by \'ar)‘ingithe method

P ! inivhing wood paneling in your

development would probably e |of finishing .
accompanied by increased efforts den. family or living room. For
of contract farmers to organize | instance, the West Coasl Lumber-
themselves indo bargaining nsso- men’s Associotion says that you
ciations can easily preserve the wundm‘(qi
: warmth and beauty 1nt’ knnuglm;‘ fir
STOP SPUTTERING CANDLES |[or west const hemlock paneling.
“'!l::’ prevent candlm; from sput-lApply a filler and let dry and then
toring, dip them in fresh while use either a clear varnish, a lac-
shellac which has been thinned. quer or o wax. The fine grain and
This will also keep the candles!texture ol the wood is retained in
from bending while stored, {all its loveliness. ’,
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Bloomington, Indiana. Princess, the real mother of the :‘upl.
situation. The animals are the pets of 3-year-old Mark




