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| Literary Highlights

BERTRAND RUSSELL: THE
PASSIONATE SKEPTIC, By Alan
Wood. Simon & Schusler. $3.50,

“Never feel absolutely sure of
anything,” Russell said; that Is
ihe constantly reitereoted and sal-
utary theme of this passionate
blography of a passionate skeptie,

Born in 1872 in a [amily of un-
usunl aristocratic distinetion, Rus-
goll hardly waited out his child-
howd to give proof of that balky,
challenging spivit by which he Is
known envinbly lo our literale
world. He took nothing for grant-

od, not even 4 as the sum ol
2 plus 2: and for a time, cur-
jously, afraid he could never

learn what- x and y In algebra
meant, he thought of quilling the
study of mathematics for good.

Bul it was his indefatigably in-
quiring mind, and in the very
lield of mathematics, which
carned him his repute in the high-
est places as a philosopher
which, in more immediate con-
cerns, carned him fame in the
market ploce and square.
LEARNED AND POPULAR

Some locky men _make a pame
among the learned, and some
among the popular, Russell did
both; and the secret of il was,
as Wood notes, that Russell was
not high hat with those phenom-
enal brains of his, that he brought
his coruscating intelligence to
bear alik e on the abstruse prob-
lems of logic and such other pop-
ular items as war and pence, sex
and marriage, education and so
on.

Russell may mot, as Wood
clnims, have “made the greatest
advances in logic since Greck
times,"” but he has certainly
cleared away.a lot of misly rub-
bish about a prioel knowledge;
and in his (with “®. N. White-
head) great *“‘Principia Mathe-
malica,” we discover, as we nev-
er did before, some things we sim-
ply connot know. If the area of
knowledge is smaller, it was nev-
er 50 comfortingly le,
~ He showed some extraordinary
insights. As long ago as 1896, at
the time of his first book, “‘Ger-
mon Social Demoeracy,’ he made
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‘MUSIC MAN' HAD TROUBLES
NEW YORK W — Adds "The
Music Men' lo the wry list of
5mn§h Broadway hils that had pre-
1 g i inl {roubles, When
the Meredith Willson musical eom-
edy was in the planning slage, one
of the petential backers approached
Wwas the Columbia Broadcasting
System, which had gotten into
show business by underwriting the
cost of greal suceess, "My
Fair Lady." According to trade
sources, however, network execu-
y\es felt the new prospect was
too corny™ te find .boxoffice suc-
cess. Other mk«smru wp _the
necessary $300,000—and the heavy
demand for tickets following rave
fgtices makes it likely that the
entire investment will be returned
tz-ﬂnwh 15, aflter which the show
Eross a capaci it of $17.-

000 per week. g 8

an uncanny prophecy of the rise
of a Hider when he said *'the
bourgeoisie dreads socialism more
than it dreads military dictator-
ship." Already in 1920 he delined
communism as a religion  that
might lead Lo persecution, and in
the snme vear he lorecast China's
switch to imperialism and warned
of the possibility of communism
there, too,

But the controversial Russell as
the man in (he strecet knows him
Is the man_who passed judg-
ment not on logie bul on behavior,
where we are all much louchier

He opposed World War 1 and
went Lo jail for it. He believed
‘good” and “bod” had “no ob-
jective validity,” that all we know
for certain we know through sci-
ence and that science itsell can-
not prove anything is right or

By NORMAN MOSS

LONDON #—Literary hoodlums
or voices of inspiration?

In Brilain, these days, thal is
the question hanging over a group
ol young writers called “The An-
gry Young Men™ who are pour-
ing scorn on the nation’s hallowed
institutions, &

In highly polished—but veno-
muus—prese tney have struck out
at the royal fumily, the nation's
political  jeaders, the  Angliean
churen and the cuuss stratifications
|0l Briush socwely,

Angry themseives, they bave
ArOURLA JNECr i olneis—ang praise
as well,

Hecently a  leading  Anglican
churchman, hailed  “the  angry
young men' ps divinely inspired.

wrong. Though he was brought up
Puritanically, he persuaded him-
sell, apparcntly without trouble,
that freedom in marriage was as
logical as [reedom elsewhore.
When someone accused him of not
believing in marringe, however, he
retorted: How silly, since I've had
f[our of them.
NO COMPROMISE

Once while running for Parlia-
ment he refused to visit a sic
party worker whom he disliked
just for the soke of restoring par-
{y unity, nor would he put in an
appearance at church in order to
win voles—religion, he said, was
“the desire to believe a lol of noh-
sense in order to make yoursell
comfortable.' A New York law-
yer in a suit to keep him [rom
teaching at the College of the City
of New York called him every
name he could think of and then

=

some: Lecherous, salacious, libid”

inous, lustil, venerous, eroloman-
jne, aphrodisine, atheistie, irrev-
erent, narrowminded, untruthful

and bereft of moral fibre,"” Need,

Ie?,s to say, Russell didn't gel the
job,

Whether or nol you agree with
Wood's pruises, he accepted Lhe
daring challenge ol Russell's com-
plex dual role in the public arena
ond the secluded ocademy and
lurned oul o biography stimulat.
ing and, fortunalely - understand
able.,

Lewis Carroll's Nonsense Rhymesiec:orded

I
“He thought be saw on cle-lvhumung and gendinely humor- sic with several successful sallies|

phant

That procticed on a fife

He looked ogain and found it
was

A letter [rom his wife.

‘AL length 1 realize,” he snoid,

“I'ne bitterness of Lfe.,""”

i T. S. Eliot had written thuse
lines, dozens of scholars would
still be trying Lo ferret out their
meaning, but since lhey were writ-
ten by Oxford muthematics pro-
fessor Charles Lulwidge Dodgson,
belter known by his pen name
Lewis Carroll, no explanation Is
necessary.,

Their meaning, il any, is abun-
dantly clear to millions of mop-
pets, who immediately recognize
the opening lines of "The Mad
Gardner's Song," one of the many
nonsense  rhymes that  Carroll
penped to amuse the three little
daughters of an Oxford dean.

In one of the most amusing
spoken-word records to come slong
in quite a while, Caedmon rec-
ords has called on Cyril Rilchard,
Stanley Holloway and Bealrice
Lille to recite some of Car-
roll’s more famous passoges. All
three responded enthusiastically
to the assignment and Ritchard
in particular seems to have thor-
oughly caplured the wonderful
mixture of pompoesity and nonsense
that bas made Carroll a lavorile
with adults and children alike.

On the opposite side, the same
trio of British comedians savors
the nonsense rhymes of Edward
Lear, whose "'Owl and the Pussy
Cal"” has become a minor mas-
lerpiece. Again, the resull Is

e Hevs Sunon Paipps, chap-
Lok of Trimity College, Cambriage
_'l'm\rr-.u}' and once a  (requent
lestart of Llhe Queens  younger
|sister, wrote in the sunday Times
aboul the young wrilers:

| "Our Goa is a consuming fire,

Wienever He bhas sendc lre from
lheaven into the hearts and enio
lthe lps and through the deeds
of men, it phas been ol some Cri-
sis of inadequacy and luvure ol the
chiureh,

“1 believe He is speaking now
through the anger o yYoung men
and women, whom we do well lo
autend,”

Britons are indeed allending lo
Jheir anger,

INTELLECTUALS

To sct out their ideas a number
of the group recenuy wrole es
suys lor a book cuued ‘“‘Declo-
revon,’ intended o lap the
thouguts of the y

Angry Young WritersDecry
British Trait Of Moderation

JOHN OSBORNMNE, 28-year-old author of "Look Back in

Anger," now playin
literate young Briﬁl?'l
and smothering.

ish moviea as a symplom of Ilril-r
ish fecbleness.

Coptrasting them with Amerl-
can fikms, he said they refused
to criticize seriously any uspecl ol
Lhe present order of things and add-

I* mise gives a good view of the
Brituin o the 1Wws as seen Lhrough |
an intelleclual  gunsignl,

The leader of tne group is John
Osberne, 28-ycar-ola  piaywright.
In his essay, Usborbe dL'::'l.'rluﬁll{
ihe symool ol royaly as "l.hulf
gold Lding in o mouwndul of de-|
cuy,” and sald Lie Angucan churen
has never taken o stand on an im-
portant issue for “simpie social de-
cency, let alone gospel,”

Kenneth Tynan, nfluential  30-
year-old theater eritie, ecited lll'll-|

Ous.

This month Cacdmon records |
also hos released its two volume
album of Shakespeare's “Merchant
of Venice," with an excellent cast
of 22 British actors headed by
Michael Redgrave in a brilliant
|portraval of Shylock, the money
lender who tried to exact his
pound of flesh,

On a level of excellence with
RCA Victor's “Hamlet,”" the Caed-
‘mon production, ably direcled by
'F. D. Smith, is a worthy addition
to the growing sound library of
Shakespeare on records.

MGM Records, which previous-
ly concentrated on popular mu-

HE THOUGHT HE SAW
AN ELEPHANT...

generation, od

“We (British) drow a line
gomewhere, You might even say us
i joke we draw it everyhere."

The youthful anger is vented,
not against an environment that is
harsh and brutal, but against one
they find sofl, woolly and smoth-
oring, The volees they denounde are
those of moderation rather than of
excess: hypocrisy, lethargy, smug-
ness and prissy gentility,

The angry young man of this
generation does nol march in
demonstrations or in picket lines, |
as his father did. He does not|
I

into the classical teld, alsy has
launched an ambitious program ol
spoken-word albums,

Called the “Arcady Series,” the
firm’s opuning  venture includes
Alec Guiness reading  selections
(rom Jonathan Swilt, including sev-
eral long passages from “Gulli-
ver's Travels,” and  Sir Rulph)|
Richardson reading condensations
of two of Joseph Conrad's linest
short novels, “"Hearl of Darkness”
and “Youth."

MGM also offers two modern
authors, Willlam Faulkner and|
Carson McCullers, reading lromk
their own works. Both are valu-|
able additions to the lierature of |
our limes,

Miss McCullers is beard in mov-
ing passages from ber novel and
play “Member of the Wedding'
and [rom her novels “'The Heart
is a Looely Hunter” and “Ballod
of the Sad Cafe."

Nobel Prize winner Fuaulkner
reads selecled passages  (rom
“The Sound and Fury' and "Light
in August,"” |

Lexington Records, distributed |
by Vanguard, coptinues ils excel-
lent series of poctry readings with
Theodore Marcuse reading '"Po-|
elry of Shelley and Keats” and!
Yale University professors John
Pope and Helge Kokeritz reading
passages [rom Beowul and Chau-
cer in outhentic Old English and
Middle English respectively.

The result is a joy lo poelry

lovers and a boon lo young schol-|loved birds,
who might not have come|chickadee,

ars,

on Broadway, is a leader among the
critics of a life they find soft, wooly

join any organization, political or
oltherwise,
NO CAUSE, NO BLOGAN

That he is angry he knows. He
can easily find things he does not
like. But he cannot easily f(ind a
slogan lo puint on a placard, a
demand lo throw uwp before so-
clety.

New York theatergoers can see
such a ligure in Jimmy Porter,
frustrated hero of Osborne’s play,

“Look Back in Anger.” From con-
lemplution of the presenl, Jimmy
looks back hall wistfully, not only
on the pielure posteard serenity of
Edwardian England, bt also on
the turbulent decades thal preced-
ed his own

“People of our generation are

not able to die for goxd causes
any longer,” he says al one point
“We had all that done for us in
he ‘M5 and ‘405, when we were
1 kids,
“There aren't any good, bruve
couses left. If the big band does
come, and we all get killed off, K
won't be in aid of the old-Tashioned
grand design. W just be for the
brave new  nothingsvery-much -
thimk-you,""

There s another group of un-
deninbly angry young men herg
whio look deeper, and see a rol in-
fecting, not just Britain, but the
whole of Weslern elvilization

Most fumous of these is Colin
Wilson, the 25-year-old sell-educnt-
ed prodigy in a turtleneck sweal-
er who won fame Iast year with
his philosophical book "The Out-
sider.”

Al of these in one way or an-
other see w religious solution lo
what they call the world’s di
Bul they have Scont re-
spect  for  ordinary churchgoing
Chrislianily.

Theirs is the anger, but is theirs
the luture?

The Rev, Phipps, In his Sundny
Times arlicle, accepled painfully
the criticisms that his church is
standing aside from the hearl of
today's problems, Bul he found
cauge for oplimism In the fact cri-
ticism was coming not only from
outside.

“Here is the polnt of hope; that
inside as well as oulside the church

}!hun is anger,” be said.

BIRD IMMIGRANT
One of North America’s best
the black - capped
actually is an lmmi-

lo terma yet with these twe im-|grant, coming here several million

mortals,

years ago.




