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South American Animals
Producing Fur In Yreka

" By RUTH KING
Myopolamus coypy are growing

fur . lady’'s nexit winier coat
in Ith the fashion trend
dﬁ Sfur trim on suils,|
Young GOP
Has Meetmg

Young Republicans meeting at
the home of Donald Fales, 5020
shasta Way, discussed the coming
election officers, made plans
lor” the showing of films in the
futyre which will cenler on the fed-
eral government and for (uture
b fean Club aclivities.

28, by Pall and Marl-

lo.‘-O ath Falls, dur
Ing W-m tour of Eu.|
.rup.-," me iritish .1sles were|

iﬁ!l'&lnm:r with in
l!‘l‘ﬂ I eﬂmmenlnry
Mémbers present were Fred
Heard, president; Don Fales, Alice |
Plelferle, Kathléen Brovles, Gail
Brotherhood, Loren  Jurgensen,
Dan McGreevy, Mike 0'Hair, Mick- |
ell Thurston, Carolyn Bullard and |
John Hayden, |
The next meeting is tentatively
acheduled for February 18,

4-H NEWS

MERRILL DAIRY CLUB

The Merrill Dairy Club had its
first 4-H meeting at the Ray Hob-
son, home Janupry 13.

THe ‘club elected ‘officers as fol-
lows: President Stephen Hobson;
vice president, Sharon Hobson: sec-
retarydressurer, Larry Conner;
news reporter, Allen Hobson, and
song leader, Treeca Collins,

We got our lasl year's record
books back and we lalked about
what wa could do Lo improve them,

It wes. decided thal we should
have one meeling a . month until
June, then we would have lwo a
month. Our next meeting will
at Lawrence Geraghtys February
10,

| building platform-like

coats and even [rocks, plus those
“oh! so heavenly fur stoles, capes
and jackets," furriers are welcom-
|ing a comparatively new fur on
North American markels, the
coypu, known colloquially as nu-
tria.

The animals are being raised by
Mr. and Mrs. H. 5. Wilson and on
a lesser scale by C. E. Hansen,
operating with Wilson &s partner.
The aqualic Yodents of the otter
family, native to South America,
have been produced on the Wilson
ranch for three and one half years,
The animals have short, soft,
brown fur, commercially mis
named “otter."” They have a short
gray muzele and red inclsors.
Thelr nostrils are so set that they
can breathe when all immersed
except for the lip of the nose.

They are somewhat smaller
than the beaver with a slender,
rat-like lall. In their native state
they dwell entively in ponds or
|lakes, burrowing into banks or
nesis  in
|reeds on the shore. Their call is
|like the ery of a human in pain.

They are vegelarians, ealing vare
jous varlties of vegetables and
Breens,

Wilson has wire pens with man:
made hovers for “nesting” and
hiding, Water in varying depths is
provided in the pens,

The animals have a gland be-
neath the lall similar to that of
the skunk but with no objection.
able odor {o the secretion. It is an
exceptionally oily, water-proof sub-
stance used by the nulria to oll its
fur, Wilson has developed a hand
cream from the oil, similar to
lanolin, but richer which is be-
ing patepted for sale, The oil s
removed abt pelting time.

Currently after the pelling sea-
son last foll, the Wilson's have 145
animals of various ages, hoth
breeders and young. About 250 ani-
mals were pelted in 1957. The|
green furs are shipped to the Si-
mon Fur Company in New York|
City. Pelts are taken when the

year depending on quality, brought

Allen Hobson
News Reporter

a dark brown, can he successfully
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|dyed. There are some &lbinos,

I
A coal, made by the Simon Fur[

which are very rare, and oiice In Company of New York is on dis-|
a while a natural black.

The meat is edible and the car-|Klamath Falls.

animals ‘are around nine nmntht"’““‘"" alter are| { ment retails:
old, They become adult when 13 drawn and sold lo neighbors, The|
b€t 15 months, Welght varies {rom|meat tastes somewhat like poultry,
15 1o 40 pounds. Green pelts this|half chicken, hall turkey.

Wilson hopes to expand his busi-

from $12 to $20. The fur, normally|ness to an evenlual 10,000 ani

being pelted,

mals.

[play at the Gregory Fur Shop in
The heautiful gar-
for around $1,000, The

THESE SMALL ANIMALS, nutria, are tame and easily han.
dled, Left is H. S. Waf:on Yreka, owner of a nutria fur
ranch. Right, is a photo of a model of Simon Fur Fashions
wearing a three-quarter length nutria fur coat in a natur-
al brown shade. The coat, worth $1,000, is now on display
at the Gregory Fur Shop.

coat took 26 pelts and s a natural
brown,

I_‘«'isilors to the fur farm be-
lieved to be the [irst nutria ranch

lon the West Coast are welcome.
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MUSIC
TEACHERS

Just what you have
wanted and needed

ALL METHOD

5 ond
{nstruction Books
will be on

DISPLAY

for you to examine
ond compare

Feb. 8 thru 15th

This is our Valentine's
Day qift to you in appre-
ciation of your patronage
If you are a comparatively
new teacher in this local
ity, please moke on extra
effort 1o look over our
stock when it will be con-
veniently  arranged for
brousing purposes

Make a dav of it and we
will furnish the coffee and
cookies.
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The STARTLING FACTS about
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