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A CLOSEUP SHOWS the exquisite detail in the I6.inch-
high mourner figures and their niches. In the empty space

at the left is a card reading "Au Musee de

Etats-Unis."
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Harry Ashmore. Norton, $4.50,

“The end result of Orval Faubus'
manufaculred crisis al Liltle Rock
might well be, not lo stay inte-
gration, butl to speed i . , . aller
Litlle Rock, the nation moved
closer to ena¢iment of a genuine
force bill than it had since the Re-
construction,"

In the fall of 1957, when the
bitter dispute over inlegration sud-
denly brought angry crowds and
troops to a high school in Little
Rock, Harry S. Ashmore was pul-
ting the f{inishing touches on a
book aboul the South,

The startling events that he wit-
nessed caused him to add some
material to his story, but not to
change its central thesis,

This is expressed in the title,
“An Epltaph for Dixie'—meaning
the transition taking place in the
essentinl and typleal characteris-
tics of the Old Sowth, He calls
therm s “peculiar  institutions,”
and cites the three basic ones, an
agrarian economy, the one-party
political system, and legal segre-
gation,

The evenls ot Litle Rock, as
the passage quoted at the starl
shows, seem to fit perfectly into
Ashmore's central theme,

Harry Ashmore is a Southerner,
A nalive of Greenville, 8. C. For
yenrs, he has been studying and
writing atroul the problems of the
Sowth, He is naw the executive

editor of the Arkansas Garette in|tion

Little Rock.
During the September crisis,

the Gazelte pulled no punches. It!

Literary Highlights

N EPITAPH FOR DIXIE. By-’Bﬁt before that, as Ashmore

shows, the flow of new indusiry to
thé South, the shifts of population
—and even the impact of the gos-
oline engine—were quictly work-
ing preat changes.

At the moment, however, the
pavamount issue in  Southern
minds Is desegregation, and Ash-
more says:

""The prevailing mood is escap-
isl; actuality is not yet ot hand,
and most Southerners suill hope
that somehow it will go away,

"This time sround, even those

who have mounted the bnrricadesl

know, and privately concede, that
the cause was lost before it was
launched. . . . The battle cry is
not 'On to Victory," but ‘Nol in
this generation." "

(ther observers, while
wholly disagreeing, might
say, "Not in this country."

For Southerners generully re-
port loday that the determination
to resist integration solidified into
rock-hardness as a result of the
use of federal troops ol Liltle
Rock. It is rellecled in many new
state laws designed to delay inte-
grotion or block it enlirely.

“The South has always con-
tended that given time i could
work out its own problems,” Ash-
more writes, ''Offered time by the
Supreme Court, the Southern lead-
ers for the most part have re-
fused to use it to make even u
tentative starl toward accommoda-

not
well

Ashmore's work constitutes a
fascinating study of America's
greatest social struggle—whether

came out in solid opposition to|you agree with him or not at all
Governor Faubus, and he in turn| points, Ralph McGill, editor of the

lost no opportunity to publicly cas-|

Lgate Ashmore and the newspa-
per,

“An Epilaph For Dixie" is de-
voled not only, nor even primarily,
to the problem of segregation in
u':: Tgublic ICI;GOII. -

shmore takes the histori-
cal look, showing how slavery and
the Reconstruction shaped the “pe-
culiar institutions” of the South.

Thea he polnis up the changes
and explains their causes, The Su.
preme Court decision of 1954, or-
fer.lng the South to desegregate
with all deliberate speed,’" dra-

|dwindling Negro population, as K

matically marked a turning-point.

Allanta Constitution, and himsell
a widely-recognized commentator,
calls it a “penelrating appraisal’’
and the “‘definitive work™ on the
New South.

“Will the New South be a bet-
ter place than the old?" Ash-
more asks. His conclusion:

“Materially, almost cerlainly.
Spiritually, perhape. Behind the
facade of harsh words and extrem-
ist laws, there is already emerg.
ing the pattern in which the South
will finally accommodate ils

moves from second- Lo lirst-closs
citizenship.”

By FERNAND FAUBER

DIJON, France m—Every year
some 60,000 visitors file past the
tombs of the dukes of Burgundy
|—Philip the Bold and John the
| Fearless—in Dijon's eclebrated Du-
cal Palace.

The tombs are justly regarded
ns true moslerpieces of Gothic art,
To most Burgundians, they stand
ns symbols of a magnificent past.
And yet, as any observant sight-
seer s sure 19 note, there is some-
thing wrong with both mausoleums.

Carved figures of Philip and of
John and his wife Margaret lie
prone on huge slabs of black mar-
hle, hands joined in prayer, feel
firmly et against the sides of
benevolent lions, with angels bend-
ing over them. Beneath the two
slabs, master corvers of the late
14th and early 15th Centuries sel
{u stoge for an extraordinory pro-
eession of mourners.

These I6-inch-high alubaster stat-
neltes were conceived lo express
human sorrow in every imaginable
[orm under the white locelike ar-
cade surrounding the dukes' monu-
ments, Fach mourner is a perfect
example of medieval statuary.

There are priests, monks, mem-
bers of the ducal houschold, choir-
boys—all demonstraling their grief
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THIS IS THE GUARD ROOM in the Ducal Palace at Dijon, w
Fearless and his wife, foreground, and Philip the Bold, background, lie in funeral splen-
dor, Beneath the two slabs, the famous mourners of Dijon grieve for their medieval mas-
ters in niches lining the bases, Ori

eral are missing. At one point Iing
statue is in the possession of the Cleveland Museum.

Missing Mourners Mourned

inally there were 82 of

jand pain most eloquently, some
with eyes turned toward the heav-
ens, others wiping their lears on
their cont sleeves and some (jok-
ingly said to be blowing their
noses) drying their eyelids with
their fingers.

Once there were 02 of lhr-sel
mourners, Today, several of Lhe|
niches are emply. In the place of
two o sign reading “Au Musce de
Cleveland” draws altention to the
fact that the occupants are now
acrogs the seas, Other signs in-
form visilors thal two more monks
are parl of the collection of the late
Leonard C. Hanna, also of Cleve-
land,

This reporler, having spenl an
afternoon overhearing comments
from sightseers who read the signs
aloud, can stale without hesita-
tion thal rcactions were, in the
majority of cases, displeasure or
surprise,

Why they are missing is a long
story.

The dukes and their mourners
first fell upon evil times during
the French Revolution, when nobles
in the fesh or in stone were un-
popular. The monuments were dis-
Imantled, heads and hands sawed
off the principals. The mourners
were ordered set aside as “lairly
good examples of the arl of that
Iperiod”” by a special edict from a
'revolutionary commillee, |
Twenly-five years later first at-
'lempls at restoration began. The

sembled successfully bul mourners
of the two sepurale monuments
were intermingled and—most im-
portantly—13 were missing.

After World War 11, the direc-
tor of the Dijon Museum decided to
put each mourner in the spol

him, and lo make every cffort lo
fill the vacant niches with the ori-
ginal slatuettes or, failing that,
with plaster duplicates, '
To the Joy and delight of Dijon,
an Englishman returned as a dona-
tion one of Lhe 10 mourners whe
had migraled through art chan-
nels. Other owners, two of them
museums, followed suit and a lo-
lal of five mourners returned
home eight remained absentees,
Of these, three have disappeared
without a trace. One of the other
five is in Beaune, France, owned
by & man who has said he may
some day give it back, The re-
maining four are in Cleveland.
French officials are very care-
ful to avold any comment that
could be interpreted as eriticism
aimed at American colleclors who,
they peoint out, purchased the Di-
Jon statueltes on the open market

jone of its finost art treasures.

dukes and the duchess were reas- |ified
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re likenesses of John the

he

the mourners, but today sev-

icated by arrow) visitors are informed that a missing

ond poid considerable sums for
them.

Various proposals seem lo have
been made to William M. Milliken,
director of the Cleveland Museum
of Art, and to Leonard C. lHanna,
Milliken's view appears to be that
his trustees, while sympathetic
with Dijon’s predicament, are in
no position to exchange the mourn-
ers for other pieces of Burgundian
art, i

It Is quite natural thal Cleveland
should look upon the mourncrs os
it
is equally normal that Frenchmen
reading the little signs in emply
niches should express annoyvanee
and soy that “with moncy you
can do anything."

As things stand, the Dijon mourn-

ers seem lo be mourning not for

(their dukes but for their wander-

ing bretheen in Ohio,

Cleyelander's
Commentary

TOLEDO m — Two days all-
er il ran the story reproduced
here in part, The Toledo: Blade

lcommented  editorially:

“As far as art I general s
concerned, the attitude of the Cleve-
]nnd collectors I8 ok viously just-

“But “The Missing Mourners of
Dijon' presenl a different prob-
em,

“Here we have one ol the great
art schievements of the 14th and
15th eentury which was blended
inte one fabric. Each mourner
(was) . a part of an
exquisite whole,

“IL s almost a8 though several
petals had been plucked [rom an
otherwise perfect rose,

"For this reason many people
think thal some orrangoment
should be made whereby the miss.
ing mourners #t Cleveland could
be returned to Dijon. , . .

"Bul there ls another reason,
perhaps even more compelling

““The United Stutes is trying very
hard 1o unite the peoples of the
free world under its lesdership
to comain Soviet aggression. . . .

o Wouldn't if be a splendid
gesture, of (remendous propoiin.
da value, if Cleveland would re.
store those missing mourners (o
Dijon Instead of leaving hose
emply niches as a constunt source
ol irritation to the thousamdls of
Frenchmen who visit the Ducal
Palace every year™




