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a song, "If you want to have a

THE PRISONERS OF COM-

BINE D. By Len GiovannitU.
Holt. $4.95.

From Hay, 1944, till liberation,
we follow in' this novel the ad-

ventures of American officers, in
particular one small group, in a
German camp holding about 1,500.

The author centers our atten-

tion sharply on Lawton, who keeps
dreaming of his wife, Miriam;
Houseman, who has beard he's
the father of twins; Fernandez,
who boasts zestfully of his con-

quests of women; the rich kitche-

ner; Zuckerman the Jew; and also
the Americans in command and a
couple of guards.

There is a great amount of de-

tail, all of it sound though a lit-

tle too much of it predictable.
GiovannitU lets his soldiers yak-ya-

as no doubt they did in fact.
They dig a tunnel, they sneak
in the BBC broadcasts on a price-
less crystal set. Southerners ob-

ject to Negroes, and others to
Jews. Cuts in rations start wrangl-
ing. As the boys say, "Every
little thing that happens we get
all worked up."

Hardships had their salutary ef-

fects, and that, I take it, is the
principal lesson this earnest au-
thor wants us to remember. An
essential lesson it is, too. Suffer-
ing could remind a man of the
common fundamental humanity
that surmounted differences in col-

or and creed.
Some of the routine that wore

down the prisoners may wear down
the reader, too; and if they
thought it lasted too long, so may
he. It still is a thoughtful and hon-

est piece of writing developed

THE DRUMMOND TRADITION.

By Charles Mercer. Putnam. $3.95.

Drew Drummond Andrew Jack-

son Drummond IV, major, US In-

fantry is having a very
time idling in Florence, look-

ing at pictures, enjoying the Tus-

can vistas, even living in an apart-

ment of bis own as if he were a

lucky, civilian.
For Drew wants to be a civilian,

or so he protests during the sev-

en days in which we follow his
adventures in and near Florence

and, for a romantic finale, on the
island of Ischia.

His father, a lieutenant general,
is determined to keep him in the
Army, it's the family tradition.
So the old gentleman, who is re-

tired, pursues his son to Italy
and brings along pretty Jane, an
Army daughter, in the hope of

making her an Army wife for
Drew. But Drew has just met no
less pretty Marcia. So the lines are
drawn: Jane who seems to invite
him to follow in his father's foot-

steps, and Marcia who might share
a different kind of life with him.
And his past has prepared him
for almost any future, as Mercer
shows in ingenious flashbacks.

An Associated Press writer, and
author of that "Ra-
chel Cade" as well as of two earli-
er novels, Mercer here achieves a
more substantial, worthwhile suc-

cess. None of his characters before
has made so compelling an im-

pression as the baffled Drew and
the (logged and unscrupulous fath-
er, though the women do not have
in every scene the healthy rosy
living blush. But above all this is
sure-fir- story-tellin- Mercer can
spin a yarn with the best of them.

Carl Sandburg Offers Volume
Of Extracts From His Works

Anthologized
THE AMERICAN HERITAGE

BOOK OF . GREAT . HISTORIC
PLACES. By the Editors of Amer
ican Heritage. Narrative by Rich
ard Ketchum, introdution by Bruce
Catton. American Heritage-Simo- n

and Schuster $12.50.
A hip roof, a square or corkscrew

stairwell, a steeple, the crumbling
walls of a fort, a water wheel, an
Indian mound, a tombstone, a cliff
dwelling, a log cabin, an arched
cloister, a sunken trail, a red
brick facade and a covered wag
gon, or a cupper ship with a
figurehead, or a plane
to get you there these are the
materials of the American heritage
gathered handsomely in this vol-

ume.
Some of our heritage was more

colorful than the present we have
made for ourselves. Some needs
sage discounting to separate leg
end from fact, so there is here
a judicious sprinkling of probablys
and perhapscs.

You can take this as guide, pic
ture book or history. It is a key
Beosraphically arranged to muse
ums, historic buildings, battlefields
and so on. It contains over 700 pic-
tures. And it has a first-rat- e in-

terpretative text.
But in a way it is none of these

wholly as history, for instance, it
jumps around a lot and there arc
gaps. What you have here is the
physical deposit of the American
spirit, progress and grandeur. This
is a warm and hearty invitation to
get acquainted with your great
land.
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New Cook Book
Makes Fine Gift

MARY MARGARET
HARVEST OF AMERI-

CAN COOKING. Putnam. $7.50.
Historians have approached

America from many angles: wars.
politics, foreign policies, statesmen.
spiritual emergence, cultural ad-

vances. Now Mary Margaret e

has chosen to tell the story
in terms of its good food and
aromatic kitchens. This may be
the liveliest, most exciting way of
all.

The life and the habits of other
days come truly alive in "Harvest
of American Cooking" with the
appetizing, careful and loving de-

scriptions of our nation's food, past
and present. The scope of the book
is enormous, geographically rang-
ing from the Hudson River 's

favorite Eleven Fish on the
cast to the first barbeques of the
old California ranchcros on the
west and good eating every step of
the way between.

The author, a devout
cook, has done a magnificent

job of making American history
seem for once, real and most
important appetizing. It is prac-
tically guaranteed to make the
reader raid the In addition
to 173 pages of the most hungry-makin- g

reading you can imagine,
there are also 1,000 recipes, all
regional, thrown in for good meas-
ure. A dandy gift book for ladies
and Bents who have everything.

good time, join the cavalry." And
they had a sood time, until thn
Civil War became a grim business
of attrition, and the gray troopers
rode with the rest of Confederate
arms down the long dark road to
Appomattox. Of them all, Jeb Stu-
art had as good a time as any.

With the benefit of previously un
known letter collections, including
many from Stuart, Davis has
brought a great deal of new in-
formation to "Jeb Stuart, The Last
Cavalier. A wealth of anecdotal
material. Intimate glimpses of life
in the cavalry corps, the whole
pageant of the Confederate troop-
ers' life make the first Stuart bi-

ography in 20 years an endeavor
that is very much worth while.

Yet it is a strangely disappoint
ing book. The presentation is epi
sodic, disjointed. Excessive use of
quotation, while contributing to au- -

ihoritativeness. imparls a second-
hand flavor. Most of all, there is
a lack of the historical judgment
which would give the biography
depth. Davis sets forth the fact as
he finds them but, offers no opin
ion or finding on the right or wrong
of controversy.

THE 20TII MAINE, by John J.
Pullon. Lippincott. $5.

The Civil War was fought large-
ly by volunteers, arrayed in regi-
ments like the 20th Maine. As a
prototype of hundreds of outfits,
"The 20th Maine" is the story of
these volunteers how they were
organized, how they marched and
lived and fought, from Bull Run
to Appomattox. In a sense, the
hook is a panorama of the Amer-
ican military system in t

days.
'The 20th Maine" is far from a

dull journal of n regiment's ca
reer. Hundreds of regimental his-
tories have been written but nev
er before one like this. In its 2119

pages are embraced the reasons
why the Civil War is such a prime
subject of study and enthusiasms.
If you are not a Civil War buff
when you pick up the book, you
are likely to be one when you lay
it down.

This is a rare book that can
he recommended without reserva
tion. .

ONE
TOUCH of

GENIUS"
by James C.

Miller

The painting, by an un-

known artist, had a touch

of genius about it. But the
world would probably
never know, because of a
strange, wonderful reason.
It's another fiction feature

in

TODAY'S

FamilyWeekly
Another Outstanding Feature

of the SUNDAY

Herald & News

THE REBEL SHORE, By James
W. Merrill. Little, Brown.

When the Civil War started, the
United States Navy numbered 90
ships on paper. Fifty were obo- -

lete sailing ships. Some of the
steamships were laid up,' others
were decrepit, still others were
scattered on foreign stations. It
came down to this: three steam-
ers in home waters ready to fight.

From that poor beginning, the
federal government built a force
that throttled the Confederacy. The
story of that throttling is the story
of "The Rebel Shore."

The subtitle "The Story of
Union Sea Power in the Civil War"

is somewhat of a misnomer in
that the book does not deal with
actions against Confederated raid-
ers built in England. Prof. Mer
rill's concern is with the blockade
of the Confederate coast line and
the role of the Navy in opening the
Confederacy's rivers to Union

guns. In that area, he acquits him
self admirably.

Gideon Welles, secretary of the
Navy, and his able lieutenant, Gus-

tavus Fox, played Iheir game by
car. In the beginning, they bought
anything that floated, from gar-
bage scows to ferry boats. They
discovered early the importance of
combined land-se- a operations, but
didn't quite know what to do with
the advantages gained by success.
Haphazard campaigning, failure to
follow up victories, conflicts in

command, frittered away many op
portunilios. They plunged too heav
ily on monitors. lint slowly the
blockade tightened and the Con
federaey strangled.

Merrill may overestimate the po-
tential of the Navy. At times, ho
seems to be saying that the Army
really wash t needed to win. But
he argues a strong case, his story
is and it offers a fas
cinating panorama of a phase of
the Civil War that lias been too
long neglected.

JEB STUART, THE LAST CAV

ALIER, By Burke Davis. Rinehart
$G.

The Confederate horsemen had

For
Young
Adults

HOW YOU CAN BE A BETTER
STUDENT. By Rudolf Flesch. Paul
Witty and others. Sterling. $2.95.

Rudolf Flesch may have come
off second best in many of the
contentions he raised in "Why
Johnny Can't Read," but when it
comes to Johnny and his writing
he can show a clean pair of heels
to most.

Writing is Flesch's field, and in
this book he demonstrates it. His
chapter on "How to Write Better"
is a must for high school students
who will be called on to write
themes and essay type examina-
tions and many an adult who has
to turn in written business reports
and the like could profit by it too.

Witty, a recognized reading au-

thority, contributes some invalua-
ble pointers on how to "Stream-
line Your Reading." Other chap-
ters explain the makeup and mean-
ing of mental tests, tell "How to
Take a Test" and how to "Study
Your Way Through School."

A couple of s at my
house pronounce this book "keen,"
and all 1 can say, boy, is I wish
that I had had one like H when
I was in high school.

Herman R. Allen

But it wouldn't be possible to do
better than this, here is indeed
the vast "range."

Author
OHheWeek
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CARL SANDBURG, while
at work on more of his au-

tobiography, gives us some-

thing to keep us contented
for the time: "The Sand-
burg Range," the first rep-
resentative selection from
his entire work, according
to his publisher. Eighty
years old next year, Sand-

burg was born in Illinois,
the son of a blacksmith who
could not write. He went to
college, was a day laborer,
served in the Army, worked
for years on the Chicago
Daily News and started on
his way to fame with his

poem "Chicago" whic,h
was published in 1916

By VV. G. ROGERS
THE SANDBURG RANGE. By

Carl Sandburg, Harcourt, Brace.
$8.

Out of some 30 books written in
a long, memorable career, Sand-
burg has chosen, with the advice
of his wife and his editor, parts
and pieces from most .of them,
separate poems, abridgments, sum-
maries and extracts running to
more than 450 pages.

The first words happily to catch
your eye are from the poem which
introduced many of us to him:
"Chicago:"

"Hog Butcher for the World,
Tool Maker, Stacker of

Wheat"
You remember, though they are

more than 40 years old. You re-

member them in part because right
there and then from the very first,
they gave the Sandburg essence.
They are his kind of poetry and
his kind of prose: matter-of-fa-

but with a wonderful lift, prosaic
but romantic; the Swede and

and Chicagoan possessed
of vision.

The last words are from the
Pulitzer prize winning "Lincoln,"
the most loving biography any
American has written about any
American. Rightly it gets more
space than any other selection
runner-u- is Sandburg's major fic-

tion venture, the panoramic
Rock."

Everyone has preferences. You
hunt in vain for "fog" coming on
little cat feet. Some one Mrs.
Sandburg is photographer Edward
Steichen's sister might have
caught what is I suppose the com-
monest misspelling in art: Geor-
gia O'Keefe instead of the correct
O'Keeffe.

On my shelves I find "Remem-
brance Rock" runs on toward 1,100
pages; the "Lincoln" totaled six
volumes. So Sandburg is a sprawly
writer, he needs room, he's a hard
man to get in a single volume..


