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by Joseph N. Bell

M\r son and I talk with God. Not just on

Sunday or at bedtime, but conver-

sationally and unabashedly, We be-

lieve in God in our family, and we also
believe in our family in God.

As a result, God is very close and real to

our children—never remote, mysterious,

n

He's great at solving problems and He's always

frightening, or vindictive. With our girls,
this has been a natural and easy process.
With our son, David, we had to work at it.
This was probably due in part to the
psychological block that regards religion as
alimost sissy among boys.

Yet 1 know of nothing that better equips
a boy to meet the complex problems of
growing to manhood than a strong and
abiding conviction of God's power and
presence. A boy who thinks in terms of
God can face any challenge.

Shortly after David started to school, I
wis watching him come home one day when
I saw two other boys knock him down
about & block from our house, He got to
his feet and started on, only to be knocked
down again. When he approached our
corner, his assailants dropped discreetly
behind. He said nothing about the incident,
but 1 watched for several days, and each
day the procedure was repeated.

When I finally took him aside and ques-
tioncd him, he admitted the attacks, So |
spent several days showing him how to
fight. When the boys jumped him again,
he fought back but was badly outnum-
bered. At this point, my wife stepped in,

“Seems like we should talk this over with
God,” she said. "If we really believe that He
ereated all men, then He ereated these boys,
too, ind they can only express His qualities
of love and brotherhood. Let's expect these
things from them—and remember the
Golden Rule. Oh, yes, and why don’t you

Your life and mine are always under the influsnce and quidance of Diview Pawer, God is always

present with us. We can piperisnce God's powsr—we can become more aware of it—and | wish

{his sxperionce for overyone. In this article, Joseph N. Ball tells us how ho and his family let Ged inta

their lives, This month, which i Religion In Amaerican Life Manth. it & wonderful fime to get
better scquainted with God. In greater numbers than aver before. Americans evorywhoro are
going Yo church and synagogue. Thera, as the theme for the Religion in American Life Program

emphasizes, you too can Find the Strenath for Your Life.” Worthip togather this woesl

—Roberl T. Stevens, Former Secretary of the Army,

Maticnal Chaitrman, Re n In American Life Piogram

Faniilly Weekly, November 10, 1957




