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DO-IT-YOURSELF

Vary Your Choice Of Woods
To Match Each Job's Needs

By J. RALPH DALZELL

The home eraltsman must often
decide what kind, grain, and grade
of soltwood to huy. The lollowing
sngeestions will be helpful.

In general, Douglas fir, spruce
and hemlock are good selections
for framing-and structural parts
of houses because they have ex-
cellent rigidity. Southern pine is o
good solection lor large expanses
of rough work lo be covered with
siding or flooring, Cedar is excel
lent for shingles. All soft pines
and redwood are good for any fin-
ish work, as interior trim, mill-
work and moldings. Soft pines are
ensy Lo work and useful for cab-
inels and shelving.

The grain in soltwoods is coused
by the growlh rings shown in pic-
ture A. The rings produce pat-
lerns in lumber depending upon

“eups" a little and become less
wide.

Piclure G shows how flat grain
lumber (2 at A and C) shrinks
The dotled lines indicale consider-
able “cupping” and that the
width changes.

Piclure E fsee 4 ot A) shows
thal wood cul from corluin parts
of a log shrinks o little in all
directions without “cupping.” The
dotted lines in plcture H 15.at A) in
dicate how a post may shrink.
Heartwood (3 in picture A) is in-
definite in ils shrinkage,

We generally speak of 2x4, 4x6,
2xB, I1xd and the like. The uctual
stzes of this lumber is shown at
J, K, L and M. In like manner
all other “dimension” lumber is
somewhal smaller than the nomi-
nal sizes spoken of, The aclual
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be carefully considered
iwhen planning carpentry work.
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eral there are three types of grain
as shown at B, € and D. See the
same (llustrations ot 1, 2 and 3 at
A, For most purposes, verlical
grain is usually the most desirable,
but aiso most expensive. 11 a plens-

ing patlern Is desirable, as on
wnllx.l flal grain is best.
Shrinkage is olten a serious

problem with lumber. When trees
are cut the resulting lumber con-
lains a greal amount of waler.
Unless most of Lthe waler is re-
moved by natural drying or in
kilng, the lumber should nol be
used because it will warp, shrink
ar iwist. Even when boards are
dried they are likely to shrink a
little after they have heen installed
as flooring, shelves and cabinels.

Picture I shows how vertical
grain lumber (1 at A and B)
shrinks. The dotted lines indicate
that boards and other Jumber
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Lumber is broadly divided inlo
two main classes: select and com-
mon grades. The select grades, in
order of decreasing qualily are A,
B, C and D. Most lumber yards
combine A and B into one grade
called B and Better (B & Btr)
The common grades have blem-
Hshes which make them unsuitable
| for finish work, but satisfactory for
rough work, Order B & Btr, for in-
side =ork. Some lumber yards of-
[er, Cord Bir. as the best quality
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q—How ean | remove  paint
spots from the surface of con-
orete?

A —A point remover of the wash-
(off type should do the job, Apply
i penerous coal over the paint
|spots, and allow it lo stand about
15 or 20 minutes. Then rinse with
witer. Several applications may be
necessary.

THAT'
anonymous hen in Taipei,
discovered the triple threat when she
size egg for breakfast. Each one of the yolks is about half

S NO YOKE, SON. It's

the size of the one found in a

three of them, the work of an

Formosa. A housewife in Taipei

broke open a king-

normal size egqg.

If you are inlefesled In  an-
liques, and can afford to buy one,
be sure you know what you are
doing.

Fiorene Maine of Ridgefield,
Connecticut, ene of the exhibitors
in the New York Auotiques Fair
(October 14-19) and an expert
on Early Amervican [urniture ad-
Vises:

“Seecing is believing and under-
standing, Try lo eompare the an-
tique, and the old. You can pick
up knowledge too, just by read-
ing aboul the marks of an early
antique."

She cautlions that in choosing an
antique, you should watch these
points:

1. 's the objecl popular? If so,
it is often reproduced, like lazy
Susan Lubles and Hiteheock chairs,

2. Fresh paint. 1L is ollen ap-
plied lo conceal new parls replac.
ing originals,

3, Married picces. The top of
one antigue lable may be wedded
to the boltom of another, or Lhe
top and bottam of different high-
boys joined together, The woods
will not match, the dovetalls in tap
drawers of a highboy will not
muotch those in lower drawers, or
leg outlines may be identilied on
the under side of o iable.

4. Major restorations, These can
reduce the value of a fine piece
of [urniture as much as 05 per
cent. Minor restorations (old but
not origingl brasses, perhaps) may
also reduce the value of a piece,

Brasses are an indication of a
piece beciause old ones glve the
appearance of having sunk right
into the wood. They alse have an
accumulation of dust and polish
that is dilficult te remove and a
mellow  patina thot can’t be du-
plicated, New  brasses, nulg  or
wooil may often revedl plier morks
il examined closely,

5. Wood takes on a darker color
as L ages. Parls nol exposed to
air and light, such as the insides
of cnse pieces and drawers, are
always lighter I color than outl-
side surfaces,

‘her eye-calchers may be these:

1. Glue indicates a piece is rel
atively modern. Furnilure makers
fnf 100 years or more rarely used
L.

“PINK EYES"
In ulbinos, the eyes are pink
becouse of the lack of black pig-
ment, causing the blood of the
tiny vessels of the eye to show

color is hidden by the color of
the iris.

NOT BALD
The “bald” eagle has a folly
feathered head, 1ts head feathers
are white, In the dovs when this
caple was nomed “bald” was a
synonym for “'white."

ANTIQUES TIPOFF, In an I8th century piece illusirated by the drawer at top where
the dovetails show considerable shrinkage. Old brasses have patina and show accumulated
dust and polish as illustrated on the chest shown in the bottom picture.

through the transparent parls of |
the eye. In normal ‘eyes, the pink |
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iques Before Buying

2. Old pleces were nol made of pleces, she will learn to examine
standard size boards. A chesl side|the piece closely to discover wheth-
may haye been constructed from |er there are replacements—the legs
a single bourd, unlike modern|of tables or chairs, clock finial,
‘pleces. desk feel, and other likely parls
3. Early cabinel makers avoid-|that may have been broken.
od knoolly .boards, so loe many —

knols is another indication of a
You Name It —

later plece,
We'll Build It!

4. Eighleenth cenlury pieces of-
* Table & Dosk Tepe

ten reveal plane marks, whereas
19th century pieces are smoother,
plane marks having been obliterat-
ed by sanding. Circular saw marks

on the backboards of chests, desks, * Millwerk

cupboards indicale the piece was

made after 1840, * Windew Prames
5. Dovetails are indicative of age. * Storm Sash

Earlier and ceruder  American

pleces had large dovelalls and one * Door

or lwo to a drawer, as agalnst four

or five lo a drawer in Iater pieces. * Seroom

6. Fancy lable silver—salad lfork
oyster forks and butter knives were
nol made before 1850.

As an antlque colleclor becomes
advanced in  selecting  original

Exclusively -

GLASS INSTALLED
Estimates Gladly

e Olass House

215 N. 11th TU 4-7477

ELECTRIC MOTOR

SERVICE

for heating units

Tower Theater Bldg.
P.O. Box 596 Ph. TU 4-4028

THINNER

55

WIESE'S

PULLER PAINT STORE
2899 So. 6th TU 4.6377

o
FAST SERVICE
New o Rebullt

We use genuine Delco elose
tric motor parts.

CaTt A eobeattic

TU 4-3184

WORLD'S FASTEST

ELECTRIC HEAT

Right Now!! Heat At Your Feet -- Heals
The “Living Zone" First -- Not The Ceiling
All New THERMADOR Wall Heater

Leach Service Company

“Your Authorized THERMADOR Sorvice Agency'
123 5. 6th Phone TU 2.2528




