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EducatorsCompare

Teaching Methods

By JOHN GUERNSEY
One of the highlights of

Im-lmolvd in the reading, wriling
the fand arithmetic fundamentals than
Klamath  County observance ollis his student counterpart today,
Ytinal School ek s S o "ot in . texts U
ranged in the Shaw Slationery win- I|’:'l’i' used was well arranged, well
dow boginning November 12, The | planned, and sppears to have bheen
idea of the project is to compure more advanced than does Lhe M-
the components of an ('Imnuntrll_‘}"l,_,ri“' covered by a student in a
und high school educotion of 50 corresponding school grade today,

WEOrY o with Lthe educotional res
quirements found in the primaory
ond high school progroms of to-
day,

Persons throughout the Basin
have looned  the books Lo (he
schools, wilh most of (he issues
belng of  1900-1910 vintage, and
some of the texts duting back as
for os the 10708,

The schools ond school systems
of the Basin and the country have
undergone extensive changes dur-
ing the past 50 vears, and when
browsing through the texis of a
hall century ago a person has the
opportunity of realizing the full ex-
tent of the tromsformation,

Primaorily, it appears that the
scope of an education 50 years ago
invelved the covering of a limited
number of lopics in an impressive
ly thorough manner. The purpose
loday seems to be the handling of
a grosly lorger pumber of sub-
Jects with a lesser amount of time
being given to any individual sub-
Jject

For exammle, students in  the
second grade were asked lo han-
dle reading, spelling and arithme-
tic when attending classes 50 years
ngo. Today the second grade cur-
ricula deals with reading, spelling,
arithmetie, language, phonics, art,
musie, physical education, science
and sociology.

Also, in both the lower grades
and the high school classes, the
students of todoy have grealer
number of texts and a wider range
of material to cover than did their
parents in the same grades.

It is also evident that an educs-
Hon of 50 yeoars ago Involved much
more  repetition thon  does  Lhe
sume  education today. Studenis
o oany given closs were oflen as-
signed to study and report on the
same lesson or spelling selections
several times, with the obvious in
tent being to hove the material

thoroughly covered and to s I.'n;:i-|'

part retained,

The repetition faclor is not so
apparent in the studies of today,
The instructionsl program seems
to be specded up for the piparent
purpose of offering o mbre gen-
eral education and familincizing
the students with a greater num-
ber of subjects,

One reason for this might be
that the student of a half century
ago was being prepared for his
limited future, whereas the stu-
dent of today is schooled to tuke
his place in a world of more ex-
pansive horizons of opportunity.
That 15, the student of 50 years
ago was thoroughly schooled in
the educational fundamentals such
s reading, writing, arithmetic,
spelling and a smattering of his-
tory. The chances of his moving
into the fleld of higher education
were very slint, and it was prob-
able that he would go from school
lo working on the farm, in the
mill, or in the expanding field of
industrial planis,

With the student ‘of today it s
altogether different. The chances
are excellet that the average pri-
mary pupil will complete his high
school education, and the chanves
are good that he will receive some
college training or be graduated
from one of the institutes ol high-
er learning,

The young adult's choice of avo-
cation I8 much broader today,
more of his years are devoled to
schooling, and s probable that
he has o much more encompassing
education than did his {ather or
grandiather,

However, and based on the con-|

lent of the texts of today and a
half-century ago, it would appear
that an eighth grade student of 30
Years ago wos much belter

The texts furiber point to the
fact thal studenis of the early
19008 hod less fun and fewer di-
versionnry programs lo enjoy dur-
ing the school day. That also is
perhaps accountable to the Limes.
The student of 50 ye ago “was
probably going to spend fewer
yeors in the form of formal edu-
cation, and the educalors were at-
jlempting lo prepare him the best
|possible  during the abbrevisted
|span of years. He went to school
to study and that was about it,

The student of today, however,
takes part in a vastly greater
number of extracurricular activi-
ties and to a more noliceable ex-
tent blends ploying with study.

The lrend in schooling today
seems Lo be to have a child live in
a child's world. The serious nature
of the texts of 50 years ago would
make it appear thal the trend of
1900 was to prepore a child for the
not distant day when he would be
on his own,

Another inleresting feature is
the consolidation of lexts which
was common around 1900, Some of
the arithmetic books, for example,
could be bought by a student in
his fifth year and used through
the ninth year. Today a student
has a different book for each yenr
In most instances, and in some
cases has a different book for each
semester.

It is also apparent from the

courses of sludy thot an eighth
grade gradunte of 50 years ago
was @ much more proficient spell-
er thun in his counterpart today.
| Although the student of loday
perhaps learns most  elementary
{and high school topics less thor-
|oughly than did his parenl, Lhe
1057 student has one blg advantage
in that he is blessed with being
able to learn faster than did his
|parent in the same grade.
This  improved speed capacily
|far learning is largely attributable
e dmproved leaching methods,
|better arvanged  directions, and
more highly prepared  teachers.
One of the principal factors in the
speed learning employed today is
the extensive use of illustrations
with  written malterials, coupled
with a wide assortment of visual
aid training methods,

It is also true that the teacher
of todny is required to pass a
more rigid and extensive group of
pre-teaching requisites before be-
ing accredited to teach,

The short of the long is that
Johnny might nol be able to spell
or find the cube root of 986 as
readily as could his student coun-
terpart of 0 years ago. How-
ever, and due lo his vastly ex-
panded education, the Johnny of
loday can tell you more about
Sputnik and the American forelgn
policy than the Johnny of 50 years
ago could lell you aboul the inter-
nal combustion engine which was
just coming into its own at the
turn of the century.

LOOKING OVER SOME OF THE older text books which
will be on display at Shaw's Stationery during National Edu-
cation Week is Mrs, Emma Stevenson, second grade instruc-
tor at Twyla Ferguson School. The books, mostly of the 1907
vintage, will be on display with current day texts as a means
of comparing the educational components of today with the
requirements for the same school years 50 years ago.

Farmers Use
FHA Funds

During the [irst three years o
the Farmers Hom e Administra-
tion's soil and waler conservilion
toan program, 11,430 farmers bor-
rowed more than 40.5 million dol-
lars to Improve their soil and wa-
ler resources, the U.S. Depariment
of Agricullure recently,

Of the tolal amount loaned, near-
Iy 30 million dollars was advanced
by private lenders on an insured
basis, according to Kermit H. Han-
sen, the ngenoy's administrator.

Louns to develop [armstead wa-
ter supplies, Irrigation systems,
=oll conservation measures, and
other land improvement praclices
including development of permun-
ent pastures were first mode on a
nation-wide basis in October, 1954,

Previously, only water [facililty
loans had been avallable and that
type of credit was extended just in
the 17 Weslern slates.

Approximately 7,230 loans were
made lo individual farmers; 4,200
other farmers oblained the credit
as members of 118 non-profit as-
sociations,

About Bl per cent of all loan
funds were used for developing ir-
rigation facilities on 600,000 ucres.
This included of pumps,
motors and piping, drilling of wells,
and construction and repair of ir-
rigation ditches and Interals. Re-
mainder of the funds was used Lo
develop water systems for house-
hold use and farm livestock, and
for such soil conservalion meas-
ures as terracing, paslure improve-
ment, drainage, brush removal,
and planting trees.

Repasyments up lo June 30, 1957
totaled about $7,960,000 in princi-
pal, interest apnd  insurance
charges. Repayment schedules de-
pended upon the purposes [or
which the funds were advanced
and the estimated income of the

_|applicanis, The maximum repay-

ment period for a loan Is 20 years
to individuals and 40 years for as
sociations. Individuals may bor-

row up o $25,000 and the celling

A C. OLSON, dean of Klamath County school teachers
has seen much of the school system growth within the past

half century. Olson joined the Klamath County schaol system
at Beatty about 34dyurl ago and since that time has served
as an instructor and principal in the Beaty, Bonanza, Malin,

THE COVER

The cover picture for this
week's Herold and New:s
Magazine Section of Kiam-
ath Basin Living was taken
by staff photographer Don
: Ketrler and features the old
Spring Loke schoolhouse
which wos built in 1914, A
4 x 5 Crown Grophic com-
|| era was used set ot § 22
ond 100th of a second.

|
|
I

Altamont and Twyla Ferguson schools. Hs has been prinei-
pal at the later school for the past three years.

;VewPoqury Law To Be Discussed

One of the 12 public meetings toduct the Portland meeling, begin-
be conducted by the United States|ning at 9.30 a.m in the auditor-
Department of Agriculture this{ium ol the V. S, Interior De-
month to discuss propused regu-|nariment Building, 1001 N. Lloyd

lations to implement the recently- i

| v, . .

enacted Poultry Products Inspee. |BIVd: All interested persons are
invited to attend.

tion A¢t has been scheduled for

October 21 and 22 in Portland.| By Januvary 1, 1950, all poullry
Other western meetings will beland poultry products moving in in-
Oclober 17-18 in Los Angeles, and |terstale commerce or in designat.
Oclober 24:25 in Sall Lake Cily.|ed major consuming arcas must
Officials of the USDA's Agricul- [be brought under compulsory in-
jtural Marketing Service will con-'spection for wholezomeness,

on association loans is :250.000:
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