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DO-IT-YOURSELF

Allow A Shrinkage Space
For Large Plaster Patches

By J. RALPH DALZELL |
In older houses and apariment
buildings it is often necessary to
patch rather wide plaster cracks!
or other areas where plaster is|
in poor condition. Wheret wide
patches are invalved, a  special
procedure should be followed 50
when the patching material shrinks
its surface will be flush with the
surrounding  plaster.

Picture W shows a cut-away view
of a typical plastered wall. The
area Lo be palched is lettered ABC, |
Serape out all plaster down to and |
including the keys. Make the edges
such as AB. in the shape of an
inverted V. This helps to moke a
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THIS TALL LAMP with ocde-
lisque base in harlequin, the
incited pattern adds a dec-
orative highlight 15 either
a chest or a reading table.
If is offered in pewter, fur-
quoise and gold with a

Q.—Can 1 make any wood into
a light-colored finish?
A.—For these finishes the wood

brass base. !Haeger Pot-

teries, Inc.).
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good joint between the old plasier
and the patching malerial
any commercial plaster patching
compound available st hardware
ond paint stores. Mix as directed
on the contuiner.

Before opplying the patching
malerial, wrop ordinary string
around the two ends of a straight
picce of wood, as shown in pic-
ture W. Apply sufficient plaster =o
s suriace extends bevond the
surface of the plaster about one-
cighth of an inch. Then use the
Ke board to level the palch.

When  the palching material
starts to harden, use a trowel or|
putty knife to blend the edges at
A and C with the surrounding
plaster. As the potch dries it willl
shrink, and the amount of shiink-|
age will make the surface of the|
patch flush with the surrounding
plaster.

When conerete
placed make their surfaces slight- |
Iy_ rounded as shown in picture
X. As it dries and shrinks, the
surface will slope enough so wn!eri
drains off quickly. Use a 2x4 for
the strike board. Between F and|
G f(sides of the walk) make the|
strike board slightly (an eighth |
inch} concave. This can be done |
with a small plane, When placing |
the concrete make the top sur-
face about a quarter inch higher
than the tops of the forms. Then |
use the strike board as shown.
Pull the strike board back and
forth until the concrete is smooth.
When the concrete assumes a dull
color trowel it smooth.

H a door binds or sags, loosen
the top hinge at the jamb, as
shown at J in picture Y and insert
eardboard shims. Then tighten the
screws. I this leaves too much
space above the door and at the
outer edge, loosen the boltom
hinge, as shown at K, and insert

sidewalks are|
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itsell must be light In color. 1If
the wood is dark, use a chemical
bleach to remove the dark color
from the wood
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g0t ‘vavnish dlmost m Need a new féundation, Car Port, Garage, another
color of the wood. Pain
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bedroom, new. kifchen, or any other home improve-

Tread Safely Here

ment? If you have o good paying record and your

home meets basic building requirements, we may be

able to give you up to 20 to 25 years to pay!

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND

INFORMATION STOP IN AT

Basin Buildin
MATERIALS

4784 So. bth

WHEN COVERED with as-
bestos cement board, base-
ment sfair treads no longer
are dingy or hard to clean.
The asbestos board provides
sure footing, will take the
hardest wear and shuns
grime and dirt. Moreover,
there is no danger of fire
from a carelessly dropped
cigarette.




