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Basin Deer Herds

Show Big|

The estimated deer population in
the Swan Lake, Poe Valley and
Lungell Valloy aréa has doubled
In five years, according to Kon-
neth’ R. Cocheun, ‘game and figh-
eries agent since 1950 for the Klam:
nth district.

Cochrin, who will leave in Oc¢-
lober 1o become  fisheries agent
in the Portland distriet, discussed
repsons  for the Oregon Game
Comimlegion’s oction in setling a
special antleriess sepson for that

|
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ncrease

growth when mepsurements are
token in November,

“"We are trying lo keep our bit.
terbrush growth at a constant level
and to do thal we must manage
our livestock ond deer herds on
public  range lands. We must
maintain a balance belween live-
slock and desr use of the browse.
Ditterbrush is used as an index
beeause the deer seem (o prefer
jt ta other hrowse. Cotlle eat il
but it is not their preferred food

The Oregon Game Commission
maintaing  experimental plots

iwhere (he growth of bitterbrish

can be observed, One such plol
was started in 1953 al the Herows-
fon Nationnl Forest above the Cof-
fe2 Pot.

Bilterbrush grows slowly ot first
and it takes about 10 years for n
plant to mature to the point of
producing  seed. Some of 1he
plants in Klamath Counly are esti-
moted ol 45 lo 50 yeoars old, A
single bush moy have as much as
a quart of seed. The seed matures
iin the fall and all drops al ence.

Three years ago bitterbrush seed
was gathered In the Ki th Ba-
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genous to this area, is the preferred winter browse for deer. -

¥ :-"n- '4-:-‘:‘:‘&

Deer herd management agents estimate the use of the browse must be kept balow 60 per

cent a year in order for the

are permitfed to cut the deer

Blgin, with game mdnogement men

and Boy Scouls working on the
project, A cloth s spread below
each bush and the bush shaken
gently to scatter the, little seod
where it can be collecled. Coclirun

sald he collected  more than five
pounds from the vicinity of Reames
ol and Country Club,

Most of (his seed is used by the
giofle for experimental purposes
The seed must be stratofied Lo
prodice bost results. he added,
ond the process is nccomplished
hy keeping the seed under refrig
cration for a period before it is
plonted.
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KEN COCHRUN, game and
fisherics agent for the Ore-
gon Game Commission here
for six years, explains the
use of bittarbrush as an in-
dox for gamna and livestock
management,

area froin December 1 o 4 this
vyear. The section, he said, can' be
roughly described as the area from
Hatlield, Californin, north o the
Klamath Indian Reservation  on
Highway %7 and east on the reser
vation line to Highway 66 and
south to the Bonanga cutofl, then
southepst on the Langell Valley
road lo the Californla stale line,
Although there are no (l[fiuiaI:
deer herd counts in the state, deer|
populations are estimated by
ing the number of deer per
designnled areas, In the
Lake area, there were 17
per mile recorded in 1951 and 34
in 1956, Cochrun's department re-
ceived 19 complaints  thal deer
were damaging hay stacks, so 600
ermits will be issued for the ant-
erless hunt in December,
Another method of eslimpling
deer populations in order to de-
termine whit o reasonnble harvest
should be, Is by keeping neccir-
ale checks on hitlerbrush which Is
a preferred winter food for deer.
“In thie distriet 1 hoave mnid-
Lained 10 or 12 transects.' Cochrun
explained. "Each s about 100
vards long on which grow ap-
proximately 20 bitlerbrush plants.
We measure the amount of live-|
stock wse In November, usunlly
just hefore the snow. Then in thel
spring we measure the amount ul"
deer use ond adding the two lo-
gether, we got the nmount of use,
“Specifically, we measure five
oc six ungrozed leaders and five

Waterfowl
Laws Listed

milssion reported that they have
asked the United States Fish and
Wildlife Serviee for on 8 day
waterfowl season from October 31
le December 31, These dotes [all
within the option peried granted
the state by the lederal govern-
ment and they favor those sections
which enjoy an corly [light of birds
sueh as Klamath County,

Laost year the Inter dates gave
the advantage to other parts of
the state where Lhe main migra-
lion does not lake place as soon
as it does here.

The dally possession and bag
limits will be (he same as they
were last yoar. For ducks the
limit is six birds dally and twelve
in possession, wilth on additional
three bicds a day allowed Hf they
are pintalls or widgeons, One wood
duck and one hootded merganser
maoy be included in the daily limit.

For geese the Himit will be six
birds daily or In possession. Only
three of these birds may be of the
dark specles.

o hall hour before sunrise lo sup-
sol.

or six wrazed loaders on each
plant. The difference belween the|
two figures gives (he per cemt of
the ‘twig that is grozed. By estl
mating the percentage of twigs on
the bush that has been  graeed
we get the total use of that bush
he transecls are in winter range!
arcos Wsed by deer and coltle on
open Tange

“The bitterbirush will nol resced
It 60 per cobt or more of the
annual leader growth is eaten,”
Cochrun sald

In 155 this area showed 57 per|

|

cent use, with about 38 per cent of|
the use pecurring  during wintrri
months which showed that live:|

stock nse amounts to about 18 per|
cent, degr use 38 per cent.

“We also use the nnnual leader
growth as an index to show how
the plants are doing.”™ Cochruw
snid. “New growth will vary from
one inch to five. depending on
protection and moisture. This year
we expect to find above normal

|
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NEXT WEEK

The Herald and News
Magazine Section of Klom-
ath Bosin Living next week
will be devoted to the Klom-
ath County United Fund.
Red Cross drive. The work
of this excellent campaign
will be described in detail
ond a full account will be
given of the various ways in
which your donmations are
used locally.

Modoc Forest

plants to reseed. When use exceeds that figure, special hunts
populations.

!hl‘l.’l‘l burned over.

| All bunters should obtals a camp-
|fire permit at the nearest ranger
|.-lulian or the supervisor's office
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| M n
nounced today thal fire danger ting

-

ﬁre warnln lin Alturas, Forest maps are aynil-
table free of churge al any of these
] 5 lloeations, Campers should  clear
The Modoe Natlonal Forest & away all inflommmable materinl o
experiencing the most sévere fire|distance of five feet from their
weather of the 1056 season. Neal Camplire, 1t s a violation ol state
Rahin. forest supercisor.  an. 009 federal fro laws Lo leave any
X ¥ HPRLNROE going fee unattended, Ralim slales,
20 extinguizh all fires with waler
belore: leaving camp. Smoking s
permitted only in camps or cleared
arcas, and ne smoking is permil-

ted while in motion.

varied from high to very high for)
the lost two weeks. He urges deer|
hunters to be particalarly careful. |
Any fire started can be o polen-
tinl conflagration endangering re-|

The general regulotions will bel
essentinlly the same as last year|
with shooling hours running from|

soltrees and the safely of hunters
themselves,

To date, the Modoe Fovesl has
taken action on 165 lires, of which
elght were maon-caused. Hislorical:

The Oregon Stole Gume Com. 1Y, @ lorest lire record is possible

since, to dale, only 83 acres have
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e Fits on walls, ideal for
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No holes to cut, no car
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v o o and you're all sel to
enjoy the moit modaern
heat you congel . ..
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| Déer are plentiful this season,
{nnd sportsmen pre welcome, bul|
“Keep Californin Green™ by hunt-|
ing carefully and salely, |
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Karpet:iSquares
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with colorful
do-it-yourself

18" squares, 51.69 sach

In 12 magnificent colors , . . these self-c usliioned,
sell-sticking cotton KARPET.SQUARES
will bring added beauty and sparkle to every

room in your home, Anyene can put

them down and they're wonderfully ensy to
maintain, Nothing else to buy,

Just peel it, .. place it.., pat it




