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Water Use
By BILL JENKINS
A capy of last month's Conser-
vation News Bulletin, pul oul by
the National Wildlife Federalion
launches = biller attack agninst
the proposed ulilization of (he
Kiamath River under the terins of
the Klamath River Compact.
‘The main thread of protest
ning through this blasting
ix wound around the two

that (1) "'with authority o confl
cate existing waler riglits xml
claims as provided In this com-

paet, the commission would have
& free liand to manipulale Waler
levels of Klamath 1 y o sueh. A
manner as to destroy s nein gae.

F oand
i

fulness to ducks and geer
(2) the compnci paints
oininous picture of & Pacllie Fly-
way without stopping places along
the longest Jog of a journey which
presently provides too few e mu;
and restlng areas for waterfowl’
1 don't know wha turped it this
thinly velled sttack tin the Southern
Oregon-Norihern California aseas
Sut whoever it was he had appnar-
ently sat down and lurted it out
without bathering to check his
{acts, background, the compact

the history of the noegotiations for |
nharnesstng of the river or anything |

else

1 would certamly be

man ‘in the warld to support any |

legislution that tends lo cut lnto
our already limited hunting and |
fishing rights,
ridiculous.

1 don't think thit the proposed

river dam consiruction on the
Klamath will hurt the waterfow]
pleture, nor do I think it will hurt
the fishing, ! think, on the con-
trary, that under proper manages
ment there Is no reason to belleve
it won't help.

On the aubject of the conserva.
tion bulletin I can find numerous
fpws, As long as there s sufficiont
water provided [for
Jurposes; and that it the key point |
af the whole contiact, T fail to|
see where availnble water for sup-
purt of the present refuges would
be cul off, 1 know for & fuct that |
the water use program on the

Yeserves 15 an intelligent one that |

works and that there ia no more
deliborate Waste of water
than thera In in agricullural  pur- |
Kults, As for the sweeping stiale-
ments contained in the piece that
surh & compact will threaten the
waters of Tulelake, Clear Lake,
Lower Klamath and Upper Klam-
alh lakes I jusl capnol ga along.
It seems to me that we will haye
more water than we had belore.
And we'll have It here, In aloragn
al a time when it will be most

benelicin] Lo the migratory waters |

tow! population, Water, after all,
has become more precious than|
gold. Its conversation ia an accepts
ed fact. If the author of this dait-
ribe Js trying to fnsinuste that the

farmers of our eren will wantonly | g

waate the water and thus deprive
the birds of thelr falr share he ls

misding the miark by s wide
mile an well as Impugning our
Iarmers,

As to the statement (hal we pr

ently have too few feeding and rest- |

Ing plnces for the wildfowl on thelr
irip Bouth, I think that can be
written off as mere nonsense
dreamed up by some Park Avenue
naturalist who never opors hi
window and takes the elevalor
man's word for It that Spring
here,

Bince the development of Lhe
graim and small seed industry in
this area we have sel the table
for more ducks and geese than in
any other erk 1 can eall to mind
It is my hbelle! that we have. by
this yast expansion of gur agricul
tural program, swung birds inlo
the Pacific Flyway that might
nrdinarily have taken other routes
I

Is

1f the proxent reserves nren’l
enough to sult the Conservation
they ktck off an all

have the siate of

formed into n \\.Lrﬂlfr refuge
haps that would be & lWrge eno 1.|
Mo to protect the Centtal and
Houthern  Califormin nnd
thelt crops
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By MAX WAUCHOPE
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