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Lumber IndustryBasinRailroads Aided
the mill turned to the Keno district

V for its logs, towing tnein up imuui-at- h

River.
nils mill was sold in 1910 to

Walter Innes and W. I. Clarke who

operated as the Innes-Clar- Lum-

ber Co. for two years and then
sold in 1912 to the Big Basin Lum-

ber Co., at that time a subsidiary
company of the Klamath Develop-
ment Co. The plant was operated
for an additional two seasons and
closed in 1914.

The first box factory in the coun-

ty was built by the California Fruit
dinner's Association In 1907 adja-
cent to the mill of the Long Lake
Lumber Company at Shippington.
The company shipped the first box
shook from the county by hauling
it in wagons to Pokegama where
it was shipped over the Klamath
Lake Railroad to California mar-
kets. The factory was sold in 1912.

With the completion of the rail-
road into Klamath Falls in 1909

the late H. D. Mortenson came to
Klamath Falls in 1910 and organ-
ized the Pelican Bay Lumber Com-
pany, jrhis firm contracted for a
large "unit of government timber
lying west of Pelican Bay in the
Crater National Forest.

The organization of this com-

pany in 1911 was the beginning
of lumbering in the county In a
truly modern sense. This mill was
a strictly modern one for those
days witli a band head saw, the
first shotgun carriage feed and the
first complete planing mill In the
county all entirely planned for sup-

plying the U.S. markets. The plant
had a capacity of about 60,000 feet
per shift and was the first plant
in the county to run two shifts.
Dry kilns were added in 1912. The
sawmill burned in 1914 and was re-

built with a larger mill consisting
of two hand hear-rig- s and a band
resaw. In 1918 a fire destroyed
this second mill and it in turn was
replaced with one of similar size.
This third mill was the first com-

pletely electrified mill in the coun-

ty and until 1926 was the largest
mill. In, 1921 a large box factory
was added.

Pelican Bay logged various units
of timber around Upper Klamath
Lake and on the Klamath Indian
Reservation. The firm was one of

the largest purchasers of timber
under government contracts, both
Forest Service and Indian Service,
in the West. The plant was sold
after World War II to the

Company which still oper-
ates parts of the plant.
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Cover Picture
The cover picture on this

week's Herold and News tab-

loid section was taken by
staff photographer Don Hef-

tier from the West Side High-

way looking east across Up-

per Klamath Lake. Kettler
used a 4x5 Speed Graphic
press camera with a setting
of Fli at 100th of a second
using a yellow filter.
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MANY KLAMATH COUNTY SAWMILLS brought in their logs in rafts similar to this one pho-
tographed on Upper Klamath Lake. In this shot, two million board feet of timber were on
their way to the Algoma Lumber Company mill at Algoma. According to lumber historian
A. D. "Cap" Collier, the skipper of this particular tow was. probably O. K. Puckett.

Photo from William Dyche collection, courtesy A. D, Collier.

BIG JOBS
OR SMALL!

You Can Depend
On Us To Do

It Right!

The mill hadsa capacity of 50,000
feet dally and had a planing mill
in conjunction.

The Moore mill first obtained its
logs from a Forest Service unit
of timber lying west of Wampler
Creek, the first unit of govern-
ment timber sold in the county.
Horses and stinger-tongu- e wheels
were used in logging to Wampler
Creek where the logs were rafted
and then towed down Upper Klam-
ath Lake with a steam boat and
finally driven down Link River to
the mill. Driving logs down Link
River proved unsatisfactory and

Dt.DITCHING
DITCH CLEANING
EXCAVATING
ROAD BUILDING
CINDERS FOR DRIVEWAYS

The development of (he lumber
industry as one of the major in-

dustries of the Klamath Basin was
closely tied to the building of rail-
roads into this area in the early
19003.

This, and many other related
historical facts about the growth
of Klamath's lumber Industry are
related in a pamphlet published by
the late W. E. Lamm several
years ago.

Around 1900 the Klamath Lake
Railroad Co. started building a
railroad from Thrall on the South-
ern Pacific Railroad up the Klam-
ath River, primarily to haul out
logs but also with the intention of
eventually building to Klamath
Falls.

This road was completed to
in 1003 marking it as the

first rallroud to enter Klamath
County. It was a common carrier
road, handling passengers as well
as freight, although as stated, Its
chief lunctlon was the hauling of
logs and lumber.

In 1U05 the Wcycrhneuser Tim-
ber Co. acquired r large amount
of timber In this general area and
planned to extend the railroad
Irom Pokegama to Klamnth Falls.
When it was learned in 190(1 that
the ..Southern Pacllic whs going to
build Into Khumuh Falls, plans for
further construction by the Klam-
ath Lake Railroad were abandoned.

The Lamm pamphlet states that
Ray Potter built a small sawmill
nt Pnkegama in lilo:i and shipped
the first lumber out of the county.

The mill ceased operation In 1906.
In 1910 the Algoma Lumber Co.
built quite a large mill at Poke-

gama, which ran three seasons and
closed down in 1912'. Operation of
the railroad was then discontin-
ued.

The promise and subsequent
completion of the SP line into
Klamath Falls was a great, stimu-
lant to lumbering in the county.

One of the early steam-drive- n

mills in Klamath Falls was the
mill purchased by Harry and John
Ackley from Al Fitch In 1904. This
mill had been operating at Hilde-bran- d

and the Ackley brothers
moved the mill to its present site
on Lake Ewauna. It was a steam
driven circular mill of about 20,du0
feet daily capacity. In 1920 a band
mill was installed and the entire
mill improved to a capacity of 0

feel. This mill, which has been
expanded considerably in the last
few years, is now operated by the
Modoc Lumber Co.

The first mill of any size to be
built on Upper Klamath Lake was
erected Husnn and Ros-co- e

Cantrcll about 1908 at
The mill had previously

operated nt Loiig: Lake, being built
there about 1905. The plant was
sold and dismantled in 1915.

In 1907. after closing down their
old sawmill on Link River, the
Moore brothers, Charles S. and Ru-fu- s

s.. built a fast steam driven
circular mill on the we,st shore of
Lake Ewauna a short distance
south of the mouth of Link- - River.

BE CAREFUL
WITH FIRE!

POTATO
GROWERS:

STOP
WIREWORMS

GET 'EM WITH

,aDdli?Bim

Good hunters want to enjoy their hunting grounds and keep
. them too. That's why they make "Be Careful with Fire !" the first

laWof the woods.

The sportsman who safeguards our timberland serves all the
Klamath Basin . . . and America. He helps preserve our vital
forest resources on which we depend for our thousands of wood-usin- g

requirements. He guards the inheritance of generations
i to come.

However you use Oregon's forest lands as a hunter, fisher-
man, camper or nature lover give your trees a sporting chance.
Do your part to keep fires out of the woods.

CUSTOM MILLING - CUSTOM DRYING

Dimension Douglas Fir White Fir Ponderosa Pine
MANUFACTURED IN KLAMATH FALLS SHIPPED ANYWHERE

DIAMOND LAKE
LUMBER COMPANY

MAILING ADDRESS P.O. BOX 89S. KLAMATH FALLS
WEED HIGHWAY . TELEPHONE

Powerful aldrin, widely used in all potato growing
areas, gives you effective wireworm control.

It's easy to use as granules, dust or spray, in a'
broadcast treatment or in a fertilizer mix. It's
economical, too one treatment with aldrin con-

trols wireworms for an entire season.
Aldrin is available under well-know- n brand names'

from your insecticide dealer. See him today.

SHELL?SHELL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL SALES DIVISION

100 Srt. So rraiMUM , Calif nda


