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THE ASHLAND STAGE waits

Staqg ‘

at the old Linkville Hotel before departing on its day-long iun

to Ashland, where its passengers will board the railroad for their eventual destinations. This
picture, taken at about the turn of the century, shows the old four-horse 'thoroughbrace
stage, the finest road transportation of its day. John Yadon, the son of J. L. Yaden, who took
over the direction of the Ashland line in 1904, was unable to identify any of the ponzh! shown,

but said the man on the ground leaning against the wheel might have been Bo

superintendent before Yaden

By DICK HUBBELL

“Problems? We had nothing but
problems in those days. 10 it wasn't
one thing, It wWas another,” Wak
the comment recently of John Ya-
don, the son and co-worker of
J. L. Yaden, the operntor of the
lant stage coaches to run out of
Kiamath Falls,

Yaden's coaches folded rapidly
niler the rullrond pokad jts wiy
inte Klnmath Fulls from Weod in
1000, And, beeotse haullng  munll
Yaden's chiel source ol réves
he never wenit heavily Into
wior stage business,

The younger Yadon, now propri-
elor of a Klamuth Falls welding
shop, wis reminiscing  recently
wbout the old days—but not the
pood old days. "

ST don't see how they cnll them
the ‘good old d T ho osndd. It
Wan nolhiing but labor, hard labor
It you have ever sal on u wagon
driving hor all doy, you'll know
what 1 mean

His [ather was o partoner n the
company of Chillon swnd Yaden of
London, Kentucky, when hoeo first
cume to Klamath alls in 1904, The
purtnership grow nto ono of the
top three mail ¢ nelors, opernt-
Ing routes In avel Irom New
York to the Pacllic Const,

One of the routes was the
ing Klamath Falls-Ashland
ol lne, which connected the

was

1

sin with the rallrond at Ashiland
Yaden camo West o supervise the
operation, which wan lonlig $10..
060 per year, and atlempt (o bring
it Into the black

Hig elloity were successful, and
he convoerfed the old Linkeille Ho-
tel lto the centelr of a stageconch
operation renching Liakeviow, Ash.
Jund, Morrill, Fort Klamath, and
other ellles

But, hls son emphatically said

the opoeration was no bed of roses
1 Just don’ts know how they gol
through on some ol the runs, They

dig, but 1 don’t Know how
He said thul the only reason

muil conld be held up was high
water. Which meant, be wenl on,
thiat conch would give way to
slelghs fn the winter. And the
slelghs would, In turn, give way to
individual horsemen carrying the

mnil pouchies

I the golng gol impossibly rough
the riders would take (he lower
class mall pouches, tie a long rope
1 them and suspend them Dlom
wees out of reach of animals

Ysomctimes 1t would be two or
threo weeks before we could de-
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arrived here.

liver some of that mail," ':‘miu:)rcmmuuuml to the state hospital in
dnld, “but, evenlunlly, 1 sl got |Salem, where u year and one half
through.” of (réntment falled to do any good.

And the jJob wax nol  without 1L wans w bhard life, devold of glu-
risk, Yadon remembers one ocoa- | mour, But it produced its own
slon when he slmost lost his own | brand of humor, One story colned

Ife between Klnmath Falls and | during the times involves the stage
Bly. It whs one of those days |driver who, durlng the spring thaw,
when a man on horseback was |side the trall in the mud.

ibout the only way the mail could
be carried. The trall itsell w
fairly well poacked, but slipp
And the soow beslde the trall w
very deep and soft,

The bhorse slipped off the road-
way and threw its vider.

Yudon wis upable to get back
on the horse, so wrapped s hands
with its tull, Then he hall walked

It was deop mud—nxle deep.

But the driver stopped his conch
| to plck up the hat, which looked
Hke a new one. He lfted up the
haf, but was stunned when a voice
| demanded ' Gimme back my hatl"'

The driver looked aguln and saw
nomun's hewd stleking up  nbove
the mud, He offered the man a
ride, saying that “you can't walk

and was hall dr d to the next | through this stuff.'"
relay statlon, at Royston (White's The man replied:
Ranch). e 3

“"Whe's walking? I'm riding =

m::. Ulliie a:;[t“mhi::)lumi I;{' thawod good horse!'
ai L "_ = “'"_ Stories like this were the pro-
wround the clock™ belore :
ing his way, ducls of a hovd \L'ur_luul.. coloriul
Yudon sild that after this ex- | £FOUP 0L men, His-atage. dr )

Yadon sald that the stage driv

petionce, e wa¥ botherad byicdld | unlike the railroad men of that

for several yeor y " ;
,:;_ \‘.“.::.:,l A Y period, were nol boomers, drifting

The life was dungerous, to be from Jjob 1o Job. Instcad, they
sure, But the danger did not ex- hl:';{lldn‘}II,.'II,‘:\‘,]’:]“&:.”I:;;‘E':::":;cm:z;
lend to Toldups. About the only itay wanted to haneg nlllﬂ".l job as
boldup Yadon can remember was | A

long as possible

one Iin which his father, who was

deiving an extra wigon from Keno | 10 bome wiys, stage drivers had

o Klamath FPally, was the vietlm, | W acl HEe “characters' to make
A yu ¢ man was standing along- | U9 for thelr low =ay, about $40
ide the rood, ond, ns was clustoni- | PEr month, room and board.

Ary, ¥Yaden stopped to plck him Ono of the top drivers, who was

up, Alter they had been  riding | about €5 when he went to work for

n

Hori Munning 8r
of Merrlll, who, when he began
ol driving stage, was an ox-sheriff of
| Yaden turned over his purse, and | the counfy which, nt that Hme, in-
the mun got off and disappeared. | cluded what are now Klamath ang
Later, ho was arcested, and was | Lake counties,
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ef pulled a gun | Yaden, was

on Yaden and demanded all of his

11th

Driving Probl

- many isolated ranchers, the
v . ®hich also functioned as
rural mall delivery garrlers, were
the only contact lsolated ranchers
had with the outside, Often, Yadon

naid, sheepherders and others liv-
|ing In the wilds would travel as
|tar as four or five miles just to
see the stage go through,

“And some of thém were real
chiiructers, right out of a movie,"
he added,

Yaden came west because the
post office required thit® there be
n resident manager to operale the
mail routes, He broughit with him
& fumily of five sons and one daugh-
let.

Two of the sons are still active
tpdiny. There §s Yudon, the welder,
and his brother, A. C. ¥Yaden, an
attorney with offices on  Main
Street In Klamath Pulls,

The varlous members
Yaden ramily spell their names
differently. Some, Including the
fathor, spell it Yaden, and olhery,
Yadon.

All of the sons helped in the oper-
ation of the siage line, but John
| und A, €. were probably the most
active,

Oone of the sops, Lynn, was an
active civie promoter who donated
| part of the lund cccupled by the
old Klamnih County High School,
| st exclusively high school build-
|Ing In the county. Lynn nlso aid-
ed in the development of the Pirst
Addition aren.

As the rallroad enme north from
the end of the Weed Lumber
Company line at Griss Lake, the
fortunes and operations of the
vtage lines begon (o change, ndopts
:Iiu themeelves (o the new pal-
ern.

When the @gains got as for as
Dorrls, «a combination stage snd
bont system met them, Passengers

of the

ems Recalled

rode the stage to Keno, where
they transferred to boats operated
by ‘'Cap’ Woodbury, a former Wil-
Jumette River pllot, who cnrried
his passengers the rest of the way
te Klsmath Falls,

Samewhnt Iater, the steamer
Klamalh, originally built in Ports
Iand, was disassembled, hauled
piece by pleco to the Klnmath Rive
er and rebullt for service in the
area,

Later, when the trains ran as
far as Kiamath Falls, the stoges
wore rapidly replaced by molor
carriers using the Inrge, old tour-
ing oars to carry bolh passengers
and mall.

The Inst stage to operate in the
county, Yadon sald, was the one
which ran from the Polegoima
Lumber Company mill on what is
now the road from Copeo (o the
Groensprings Highwa®, ®ihto Klame.
ath - Falls, ’

But the Yaden group did not lind
it feasible to operate more than
Just one motor line, a line to Mer-
rill, which lasted only a shorl time,
This was due to another new pol-
ley by the post office, which would
only anllow one mnil route o be
awarded to a single contracior

When the Merrill molor roule
was diseontinued the older Yaden
retired. He dled in 1018, !

In ticir heyday, the Yaden stage
lines, which incldentally, were for
a thme the only lines opernted ouk
of Klnmath Falls, used *‘thorough=
brace'" stages, the linest of their
kind, spring wagons, and during
the winter, slelghs, Occaslonally,
when their equipment would brepk
down, a farmer's buckboard would
be borrowed to complete a mall
rin.

The irip to Asdhland took = full
day, and the ron to Lakeview was
miuch longer., During the winter,
the Lakeview run was divided into
fwe s=egments at Bly,
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